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Israelis favour freeing Jewish extremists 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A majority of Israelis think Jew- 
ish militants who killed Arabs should be -freed from 
jail followup the release this week of 30 Palestinian 
women held for anti-Israeli attacks, according to a 
poll published Friday. In the survey printed in the 
f Yediot Aharonot newspaper, 59 per cent of Israelis 
queried said Jews implicated in polidcaUy-motivaied 
attacks against Arabs should be pardoned. Thirty-one 
per cent were opposed to their release and 10 per cent 
expressed no opinion. The poll was conducted among 
500 persons by the Dahaf Institute. About 1 2 Jews are 
cunendy serving prison terms for attacks on Arabs 
and would benefit from such an amnesty, including 
Ami Popper, w-ho murdered seven Palestinian labour- 
ers in a May 1990 shooting spree. 
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Iranian minister meets Syrian officials 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Iranian Defence Minister 
Mohammad Fbrouzandeh held talks here Friday with 
Syrian officials on boosting military coordination 
between the two countries, Iran’s ambassador to Damas- 
cus said Friday. Ambassador Mohammad Hossan 
Akhtari did not give a schedule for Mr. Forouzandeh’s 
meetings, but Iran's official Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) said they included talks with his Syrian 
counterpart, Mustafa Tlass. General Tlass met Mr. 
Fbrouzandeh at Damascus airport on Thursday night- 
then accompanied him Friday to the Syrian town of 
Quneitra, which Israel destroyed after its capture of the 
Golan Heights in the 1967 war. Mr. Akhtari implied that 
the talks would involve southern Lebanon, where the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah has been fighting to drive 
Israeli forces out of the country. 
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£^*5$ Violence is inevitable if 
Israelis build in Arab 
Jerusalem — Palestinians 

^■Arafat prepares for resumed talks on Sunday 
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CHO (Agencies) — 
A senior Palestinian offi- 
cial issued a fresh wanting 
Friday that violence would 
erupt if Israel goes ahead 
with plans to build Jewish 
neighbourhoods in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

“I warn Israel that there 
will be a renewed wave of 
violence if it continues in 
building settlements,*’ 
Nabil Abu Rdaina, a close 
adviser to Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat said. 

Asked about expectations 
that Israeli Prime Minister 
Beayamio Netanyahu will 
□ext week authorise con- 
struction of several thou- 
sand homes for Jews in 
East Jerusalem, Mr. Abu 
Rdaina said: “Israel will 
bear the responsibility for 
the negative consequences 
of this decision.” 

“This is a violation of 
^signed peace accords and of 
■ U5. guarantees” attached 
to the agreements, he said. 

The controversy centres 
on Israeli government pro- 
posals to create a 6,500- 
bome Jewish settlement in 
the Har Homa district on 
the southern edge of East 
Jerusalem and to build 125 
homes in the centre of the 
existing Arab neighbour- 
hood of Ras AJ Araud. 

Mr. Netanyahu, whose 
categorical stance in favour 
of Israeli sovereignty over 
all of Jerusalem was a cen- 
tral plank of his election 
platform last year, angered 
right-wingers when he 
declined to grant final 
approval for the building 
projects at a meeting Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Netanyahu's reti- 
cence appeared motivated 
by the fact that he was leav- 


ing the next day for Wash- 
ington, where he held talks 
on Thursday with President 
Bill Clinton. 

Mr. Clinton has made 
clear his objection to Jew- 
ish settlement activity in 
East Jerusalem before the. 
conclusion of Israeli-Pales- 
tinian negotiations on the 
final status of Palestinian 
areas. 

Mr. Arafat met with his 
top negotiators Friday to 
prepare for the next round 
of negotiations with Israel, 
due to begin Sunday near 
Jerusalem. 

The Palestinian leader- 
ship, meeting in this self- 
rule enclave near the Dead 
Sea, .chose officials to head 
the eight teams due to 
negotiate various exten- 
sions of self-rule called for 
under a 1995 interim peace 
agreement with the Israelis, 
Mr. Abu Rdaina said. 

The talks, to be held at a 
kibbutz near Jerusalem, 
will be headed by Mah- 
moud Abbas, Mr. Arafat's 
top deputy, and Israeli Far- . 
eign Minister David Levy. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu agreed at a sum- 
mit meeting Sunday that 
the eight teams would 
begin their, work a week 
later, following up on the 
two sides’ breakthrough 
Hebron agreement on Jan. 
15. 

That deal, which led to 
the long-overdue withdraw- 
al of Israeli troops from 
most of Hebron, was the 
first concrete advance for 
the peace process since Mr. 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
government came to power 
in June. 

In a first measure called 
for in the Hebron accord. 


Israel on Tuesday released 
30 female Palestinian pris- 
oners, an amnesty required 
under the 1995 interim 
agreement. 

On Wednesday, a special 
Israeli-Palestinian econom- 
ic commission met and 
agreed on a formula for 
reimbursing some $50 mil- 
lion Israel and tbe Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) owed one another in 
. repayment for various ser- 
vices and taxes. 

Now. the two sides must 
tackle -a range of thorny 
autonomy issues, including 
Palestinian demands for an 
easing- of economic and 
travel restrictions clamped 
on the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip a year ago following a 
series of suicide bombings 
in Israel. 

Other topics include 
Israeli security conditions 
for authorising the opening 
of an airport and seaport in 
the Gaza Strip and estab- 
lishing a “safe passage” 
corridor for Palestinians to 
travel from tbe West Bank 
to the Gaza Strip. 

For Palestinians, the air- 
port to be located in the 
southern Gaza Strip repre- 
sents an import symbol of 
sovereignty and Mr. Arafat 
has made the issue a top 
priority. 

The airfield is virtually 
completed but Israeli 
authorisation for its open- 
ing has been blocked by 
Israeli demands for wide- 
ranging control over securi- 
ty at the facility to ensure it 
is not used to smuggle 
weapons or unauthorised 
persons in or out of the ter- 
ritory. 

(Continued on page 7) 



A Palestinian boy is detained for questioning by Israeli soldiers after a scuffle in Hebron 
town on Friday where Israel has allowed Palestinian merchants to reopen their stores 
that have been closed for nearly three years. The scuffle broke out when Palestinian mer- 
chants demanded that they be allowed to open their stores for business while Israel has 
only allowed them to open their shutters to make repairs (Reuters photo) 

King calls for concerted world 
effort to advance peace process 

HM, in London speech t reaffirms Jordan's total 
support for Palestinians' struggle for their rights 


LONDON (Petra) — His Majesty King 
Hussein has urged the world community to 
help the people of the Middle East to 
achieve comprehensive peace and pledged 
Jordan's continued efforts to attain that goal. 

In an address to the Jewish members of 
the British parliament, the King said efforts 
had to be exerted to prevent attempts by 
small groups to ruin .the aspirations of the 
entire population of the Middle East and pre- 
vent the children of Abraham from living in 
peace, security and stability. 

Our duty towards our. people, our children 
and future generations of the region is to 
help them live in peace and save them from 
further sufferings, the King added. 

Stressing that the time had come for 
redressing the wounds and removing the 
barriers between the Arabs and Israelis the 
King said that Semites and children of Abra- 
ham should work together in a concerted 
effort to ensure justice and peace in the 
area, the birthplace of tbe three monotheistic 
religions. 

Referring to die Israeli-Syrian track of the 


peace process, the King said efforts must be 
made in order to revive the peace, negotia- 
tions so as co reach a comprehensive peace- 
stressing that Jordan will pursue its efforts 
to make the Jordan-Israel peace treaty a 
model for others in the region. 

King Hussein stressed that Jordan will also 
offer all possible help to the Palestinians to 
enable them , to pursue the peace process 
regardless of tbe difficulties. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Kbasawneh and Jordan's ambas- 
sador to the United Kingdom attended the 
King's speech. 

British Prime Minister John Major, who 
attended the King's address to the British 
parliamentarians, earlier met King Hussein 
to discuss Middle East developments and 
review progress achieved in the peace 
process as well as bilateral relations. 

Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti left 
Amman Thursday for London to join King 
Hussein on his visits to Ireland and Germany 
this week. 

The King will also visit Morocco. 
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Experts to speed up 
Iraq food contracts 
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UNITED NATIONS 
(Agencies) — UN. Sanc- 
tions Committee experts 
have agreed on proposals 
aimed at speeding up the 
approval of food contracts 
under an oil-for-food 
arrangement with Iraq, 
Western diplomats said. 

The experts met after 
Iraqi Ambassador Nizar 
Hamdoon complained on 
Monday to UN. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan that 
the Sanctions Committee 
and the U.N. secretariat 
were holding up the deliv- 
. cry of much-heeded sup- 
Iplies. 

r The diplomats confirmed 
Thursday that six contracts 
had been temporarily put 
on hold, including some 
which have been delayed 
for a week, while details in 
applications were checked. 

So far, out of a total 153 
applications to export food, 
medicine and other badly- 
needed supplies to Iraq, the 
committee has approved 
only four, although 10 have 
been reviewed. 

The proposals agreed on 
Thursday are to be submit- 
ted to the U.N. financial 
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controller before the full 
Sanctions Committee is 
informed, the diplomats 
said. The committee groups 
all 15 U.N. Security Coun- 
cil members. 

u The experts are notably 
[l|t - fcalling for the circulation in 
■' advance of applications so 
that potential problems, can 
be identified early in order 
to avoid future delays. 

U.N. humanitarian affairs 
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chief Yasushi Akashi 
briefed the Security Coun- 
cil on the technical proce- 
dures on Thursday, after 
Russia sought an explana- 
tion for the delays. 

A U.S. official meanwhile 
noted that a "critical mass" 
of observers must arrive in 
Iraq before the food distrib- 
ution could start under 
UN. supervision. Only 
four are so far in place. 

Tbe United Nations 
hopes that 40 per cent of 
the total 151 distribution 
monitors will be deployed 
by next Monday, and the 
rest by month's end. 

U.N. officials in the Iraqi 
capital said Thursday that 
Iraq had lifted some restric- 
tions by allowing monitors 
to fly to Baghdad and 
agreeing on their use of 
satellite telephones and 
radios while supervising 
die distribution. 

But the U.S. official here 
said that some problems 
remained in ensuring that 
the U.N. observers would 
have freedom of move- 
ment, as agreed in the oil- 
for-food deal which came 
into force in December. 

Under the humanitarian 
deal. Iraq can export $2 bil- 
lion worth of oil every six 
months to pay for food and 
medicine but also to defray 
U.N. costs and contribute 
to war reparations. 

It is the first easing of 
sanctions since they were 
■imposed after Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Netanyahu wants U.S. to 
stop Iran, Iraq and Syria 
from acquiring missiles 

Clinton talks produce no formula to 
restart Israel-Syria peace negotiations 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — Iran, Iraq and 
Syria are feverishly arming 
themselves, Israeli Prime 
Minisrer ^ Benyamin 
Netanyahu warned Friday 
and urged the United States 
to prevent them from 
acquiring long-range mis- 
siles. 

Mr. Netanyahu also said 
he told President Bill Clin- 
ton he will do everything 
necessary to ensure that 
Jerusalem remains “undi- 
vided” and under Israeli 
“sovereignty.” 

“Jerusalem is our capital. 
It has been our capital for 
3,000 years. It's been no 
one else's capital,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said in an 
address to the Washington 
Institute for Near East Poli- 
cy, a think tank. 

“We will continue to 
build it, to develop it, make 
it grow for Jews and Arabs 
alike,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
reiterated his position on 
Jerusalem in tafia with Mr. 
Clinton on Thursday and 
with Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 

“We will do everything 
that is necessary to ensure 
the united and undivided 
nature of Jerusalem under 
Israel’s sovereignty,” he 


said. 

The United States has 
refrained from recognising 
Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel and maintains that 
the issue must be settled in 
final negotiations begin- 
ning next month between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
told U.S. leaders that Israel 
will continue to provide 
“complete, free and unfet- 
tered access" to Jerusalem 
for worshippers of all three 
faiths. 


“Dominant countries like 
Iraq and Iran and for that 
matter Syria, are arming 
themselves feverishly with 
ballistic missiles, are 
preparing warheads, chemi- 
cal and biological and if 
Iraq and Iran had their way, 
nuclear warheads,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said in his 
address. 

The weaponry “could 
change the balance of 
power in the region ... 
change the map for peace,” 
he warned. 


Clinton sees 'renewed sense of promise' 
for peace, page 7 


But he categorically stat- 
ed that he will not allow “a 
Berlin wall” to be erected 
in the city. 

Mr. Netanyahu also said 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat had not done enough 
to stamp out “terrorism” 
and reiterated he was pre- 
pared to discuss peace with 
Syria but not from the posi- 
tion of the previous Israeli 
government. 

The Israeli leader said “a 
great deal” of his talks dur- 
ing his Washington visit 
centred on efforts to stop 
Israel's enemies from 
acquiring missile technolo- 
gy- 


His remarks followed 
recent reports of an alleged 
transfer of SS-4 missile 
technology from Russia to 
Iran that was uncovered by 
Israeli and U.S. intelli- 
gence. 

The SS-4 has a range of 
2,000 kilometres, almost 
three times greater than that 
of any missile now in Iran's 
arsenal. 

Washington has issued a 
diplomatic warning to Rus- 
sia over the alleged transfer 
but Moscow has denied that 
the sale took place. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Settlers 

demolish 

Hebron 

house 

HEBRON (R) — Jewish 
settlers on Friday began 
demolishing a Palestinian 
house in Hebron confiscated 
by Israeli military authori- 
ties in 1979, Palestinians 
said. 

They said about 10 settlers 
were drilling through the 
ceiling of the house, located 
near a Jewish enclave in the 
Israeli-held part of Hebron. 

“They are using large 
drills to demolish the roor' 
Suleiman Abu Snaineh, a 
member of the Palestinian 
legislative council, told 
Reuters. “Hie settlers are 
acting arrogantly and in 
direct challenge to the peace 
approach.” 

Jamal A1 Hamouz. whose 
family owns the house, said 
Israeli military authorities 
confiscated the building in 
1979 claiming it had been 
built on land that belonged 
to Jews before the establish- 
ment of fcrael in 1948. 

He said Israel changed the 
reason when the family 
appealed the confiscation, 
saying the building was 
needed for military use. 

Israel handed over 80 per 
cent of Hebron to the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
last month under a U.S.-bro- 
kered interim peace accord. 
But the heart of the town, 
where some 

420 Jewish settlers live or 
study amid some 120.000 
Palestinians, is under Israeli 
control. 




Crown Prince ends 
Swiss visit with focus 
on peace and economy 


BERNE tPetral — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan ended a visit 
to Switzerland on Friday 
after extensive talks with 
Swiss leaders on the Mid- 
dle East peace process, 
bilateral relations and the 
need to rehabilitate the 
economies of the region. 

The Crown Prince met 
with Swiss President 
Arnold Coller for talks on 
bilateral ties, the peace 
process and the European 
role in achieving peace in 
the region. 

Prince Hassan discussed 
with President Coller issues 
of common concern, stress- 
ing Jordan’s commitment 
to reaching a just, durable 
and comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East. 

The Crown Prince also 
reaffirmed Jordan's support 
for the Palestinians in their 
quest to regain their full 
rights on their national soil 
and described Israel's 
annexation of Arab East 
Jerusalem as null and void 
and as contravening 
international legitimacy. 

Prince Hassan expressed 
Jordan's willingness to 
accept Europeans as strate- 
gic partners in key sectors 
such as telecommunica- 
tions and energy and Dead 
Sea projects. 

In a dinner hosted in 
honour of the Crown Prince 
and Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarv3th by Swiss 
Minister of State for Exter- 
nal Economic Affairs Fran- 
ds Blankarr and Swiss 
businessmen. Prince Has- 
san called on businessmen 
to invest in Jordan, 
describing the investment 
climate in the Kingdom as 
a friendly one. 

Swiss officials voiced 
support for the Kingdom 
and appreciation of the key 
role Jordan is playing in 
the Middle East region. 

In an interview with the 
Arabic Service of Swiss 
International Radio, Prince 
Hassan said Jordan had 
strenuously tried to rebuild 
the economies of the Mid- 
dle East states on a sound 
basis which in turn requires 
rearranging trade ties 
among the Middle East 
countries. 


“Thirty per ceni of Jor- 
dan’s trade volume is with 
Arab countries," the Crown 
Prince said. 

He called for creating a 
new approach and mecha- 
nism of trade among Mid- 
dle East countries to reach a 
regional formula and glob- 
alism without affecting the 
independence of the coun- 
tries. 

“We should seek global- 
ism in our dealings if this 
does not affect our indepen- 
dence in a way or another, “ 
said the Crown Prince. 

In reply to a question 
about establishing econom- 
ic and trade relations 
between Palestinians and 
Jordanians, the Crown 
Prince reiterated that there 
was a need to create eco- 
nomic ties between Pales- 
tinians and Jordanians on 
one hand and between 
Palestinians and Arabs on 
the other. 

Prince Hassan also met 
with the former chief of the 
General Agreement on 
Trade and Tariffs (GATT), 
Arthur Duncil, and other 
Swiss officials. 

The Crown Prince said 
Jordan had succeeded in its 
economic reform pro- 
gramme to create a suitable 
climate for foreign invest- 
ments following the sign- 
ing of the 1994 peace 
agreement with Israel. 

He said Jordan was also 
keen on entering a partner- 
ship agreement with the 
European Union (EU). 

In an interview with 
Radio Monte Carlo. Prince 
Hassan reiterated Jordan's 
position that East 
Jerusalem is an indivisible 
part of the occupied Arab 
territories. 

Prince Hassan said that 
according to international 
resolutions which reject 
the acquisition of land by 
force Israel’s annexation of 
the Arab part of the Holy 
City was void and baseless. 

Prince Hassan reiterated 
Jordan’s support for Iraq’s 
unity and said the Kingdom 
opposed any attempt to par- 
tition Iraq. 

Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath were 
expected home late Friday. 


Abu Marzouk's possible 
destination unclear yet 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
officials have maintained 
that the Kingdom's efforts 
to help resolve the crisis 
involving the possible 
extradition of the political 
leader of the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement (Hamas) 
Musa Abu Marzouk, do not 
necessarily involve an offer 
to accept the man in its ter- 
ritory. 

The officials, speaking 
against a crescendo of 
reports in the Israeli media 
that a compromise to 
resolve the crisis focused 
on sending Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk from U.S. detention 
to Jordan, said the Palestin- 
ian territories was a more 
likely destination. 

The officials also pointed 
out that Jordan’s efforts 
was not limited to Mr. Abu 
Marzouk but also involved 
freedom of Hamas founder 
Sheikh Yassin, who is 
serving a life term in an 
Israeli prison but said 10 be 
critically ill. 

“It is not dear yet where 
Mr. Abu Marzouk will be 
sent, but the Palestinian ter- 
ritory is the most likely des- 
tination.” said an offidal, 


who did not want to be 
identified. 

Justice Minister Abdul 
Karim Dughmi. appearing 
on Jordan Television on 
Friday, confirmed Jordan 
was exerting efforts to 
secure the release of Sheikh 
Yassin and Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk as well as other Pales- 
tinians held in Israeli pris- 
ons. But the minister also 
did not say whether Mr. 
Abu Marzouk was to be 
sent to Jordan. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk him- 
self, in an interview pub- 
lished in an Israeli newspa- 
per warned Israel he would 
refuse to cooperate if extra- 
dited from his U.S. prison. 

“I will not accept being 
questioned by the Israeli 
internal security service 
(Shin Bet), I will not reply 
to a single question and I 
will not even disclose my 
identity, I will only speak 
to Israeli judges," said Mr. 
Abu Marzouk in an inter- 
view with the Yediot 
Aharonot daily. 

The paper said Mr. Abu 
Marzouk also made veiled 
threats that Hamas would 
launch a new spate of anti- 
Israeli attacks inside the 
Jewish state. 

(Continued on page 7) 




mome & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 15, 



Albright sees two-year window of 


opportunity for Cyprus settlement 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said on 
Thursday that the next two 
years presented a window 
of opportunity to tackle the 
Cyprus crisis despite a 
recent increase of tension 
on the divided island. 

In an interview with 
Reuters. Ms. Albright 
admitted she had developed 
no strategy so far for 
resolving the Cyprus prob- 
lem but saw a need to “use 
the advantage of the calen- 
dar.” 

Ms. Albright, who took 
c - er as secretary of stale on 
Jan. 23. has signalled sever- 
al times in testimony before 
Congress that Cyprus, 
divided since 1974 between 
its Greek and Turkish com- 
munities. will be one of her 


priorities. 

But some U.S. officials 
say that with relations at a 
low ebb between the rival 
communities, this is not the 
time for a Cyprus initiative. 

“Obviously we’re all con- 
cerned about the increase in 
tensions in the island of 
Cyprus and I think we want 
to make sure that the situa- 


tion does not worsen in any 
way " Ms. Albright said. 

“But I do think also that 
... The 1997-1998 period is 
a very important one in 
terms of (Cyprus’) desire to 
accede to the (European 
Union) and their elections 
in ‘98.” 

Former U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard 
Holbrooke spoke more than 
a year ago of launching a 
Cyprus peace bid. only to 
be defeated by a flare-up of 
tension between Greece 
and Turkey in the Aegean. 

More recently, four peo- 
ple have been killed in 
shooting inci dents along 
die demarcation line in 
Cyprus. And an announce- 
ment by the Greek Cypriot 
government that it plans to 
buy anti-aircraft missiles 
from Russia drew threats of 
military strikes from 
Ankara. 

Ms. Albright said she did 
“not have a piece of paper 
with a strategy on it yet." 

“But I do know that it's 
very important to defuse 
the tensions and try to use 
this period as a way that can 
help U.S. use the advantage 


of the calendar,” she said 
Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkish troops landed 
in the north of the Mediter- 
ranean island in 1974 in 


response to a coup in 
Nicosia engineered by the 
Junta then ruling Greece. 

The United Nations has 
since been trying to reunite 
Cyprus under a federal sys- 
tem. But t be bitter hostility 
between the two communi- 
ties has thwarted a series of 
mediators. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Arman said on Thurs- 
day tbe world body hoped 
to continue proximity talks 
with community leaders in 
the hope that “we can see 
enough progress and identi- 
fy enough common ground 
for U.S. eventually to have 
face-to-face talks.” 

“It would be preferable 
that the talks take place this 
year and ideally before 
September. Otherwise we 
are going to get into the 
election fever,” he said, 
referring to elections due to 
be held by the Greek Cypri- 
ots early in 1998- 

Tbe Cyprus parliament 
meanwhile, approved the 


1977 defence budget of 
more than $400 million, 
clearing the way to buy 
Russian ground-to-air mis- 
siles at the centre of a cri- 
sis with Turkey. The budget 
of 203 million pounds 
($408 million) covers a 
deposit for the S-300 air 
defence system which is set 
for deployment on the 
divided island in mid- 1998. 

The Cyprus news agency 
said the budget was 
approved unanimously, 
although the opposition 
warned the spending was 
“beyond the economy” of 
the small island and could 
“send the wrong message 
abroad." the Greek-Cypriot 
administration plans to 
spend as much as $2.5 bil- 
lion on a five-year arma- 
ment drive, which would 
amount to six per cent of 
gross national product 

After buying around 50 
French tanks as well as 
Exocet missiles, the Greek 
Cypriots have turned to 
Russia as their main arms 
supplier. In October. 
Moscow delivered the first 
of 3 consignment of 41 
tanks worth $175 million. 



SMOULDERING TANKER; Firefighters try to cool Turkey's biggest oil tanker stffl smouldering in \i f OVk Of 
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Istanbul's Tuzla dockyard on Friday Twenty-one people were injured in the tanker fire which erupted 
after an explosion on Thursday (Reuters photo) 


Palestinian 


Tehran worshippers call 
for Rushdie's execution 


Freed Palestinian has no woman 


regrets over dead soldier 


TEHRAN (AP) — Wor- 
shippers at Friday prayers in 
Tehran marked the eighth 
anniversary of Iran’s death 
sentence against Salman 
Rushdie by chanting slogans 
demanding tbe British 
author's execution. 

“The apostate Salman 
Rushdie must be executed,” 
worshippers shouted before 
beginning prayers at the 
Tehran University campus. 

But Ayatollah Ali Kashani, 
the head of several powerful 
government committees, 
made no mention of Rushdie 
in a lengthy sermon that pre- 
ceded the prayers. 

The Iranian government 
has been trying to distance 
itself from tbe private 15th 
Khordad Foundation, which 
raised its reward for Mr. 
Rushdie’s execution by 
$500,000. to $2.5 million. 
The additional money was to 
be paid only if Mr. Rushdie 
were killed during the 10 
days of celebrations marking 
the anniversary of Iran’s rev- 
olution. The celebrations 
ended Monday. 

On Feb. 14, 19S9, Iran's 
revolutionary leader. Ayatol- 
lah Ruholl3h Khomeini, 
called on Muslims around 
the world io kill Mr. 
Rushdie. He said Mr. 
Rushdie had insulted Islam 
in his novel “the Satanic 
Verses." 

The Indian- bom writer 
went into hiding for years 
following Khomeini’s fatwa, 
or religious edict. He now 
moves under tight security. 

Iran has not denounced the 
fatwa. but has said it will not 
send agents to kill Mr. 
Rushdie. 


Iran’s Revolutionary Gu- 
ards, however, said in a state- 
ment published Thursday 
that Muslims across the 
world would not rest until 
Mr Rushdie was killed. Tbe 
guards are the country’s 
main fighting force. 

“Rushdie will bum in the 
fire of his own making,” the 
statement said. It was pub- 
lished in the Jomhuri Islami 
daily. 

A powerful group repre- 
senting university students 
issued a statement Thursday 
criticising the government 
for not actively tiying to kill 
Mr. Rushdie. 

‘It’s a sorry state of affairs 
that less than 10 years after 
the fatwa was issued some 
officials are trying to dis- 
tance themselves from it in 
order to gain popularity with 
the West," the statement 
from the Unity Consolida- 
tion Bureau said. 

It called on the government 
to “actively seek to imple- 
ment the fatwa." 

MrRusbdie on marked the . 
eighth anniversary of the 
fatwa against his life by con- 
demning Europe’s “token- 
ist” effort to pressure Iran 
into withdrawing its death 
threat 

“The extreme passivity of 
the foreign office has permit- 
ted die rest of the EU (Euro- 
pean Union) to go to sleep on 
this issue, and has given the 
Iranians the sign that there is 
really no need for them to do 
very much at all," Mr. 
Rushdie wrote in the 
Guardian newspaper. “A 
few stiff words once a year 
are no substitute for policy." 


SAO PAULO (R) — A 
Brazilian woman of Pales- 
tinian descent who was 
released from an Israeli 
prison last week said on 
Thursday she had no 
regrets about her role in the 
1984 killing of an Israeli 
army sergeant. 

“It was Dot personal ... it 
was an act of war,” Lamia 
Maarouf told reporters at 
her home shortly after 
returning to Brazil. 

“Regret? That word does 
not belong in my vocabu- 
lary,” she said. “We were 
warriors just like the 
Israelis, except we had no 
uniforms, no planes, no 
tanks " 

Ms. Maarouf, 32, was 
deported to Brazil on 
Wednesday after serving 11 
years of a life sentence for 
her role in the killing of 
David Manous. 

Manous was hitchhiking 
when he was picked up by 
Ms. Maarouf and her hus- 
band, Tawfik Ibrahim, both 
of whom were involved in 
the A1 Fateh Palestinian 
movement Manous was 
shot by Mr. Ibrahim, who is 
still serving time in prison. 

Ms. Maarouf, freed on 
Wednesday, was one of 30 
Palestinian women whose 
release was agreed in 1995 
between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation (PLO). 

Far from apologising for 
her involvement in guerril- 
la activities. Ms. Maarouf 
said it was the determina- 
tion of people like herself 
that allowed the peace 
process to start 


“Just the otber day (Pales- 
tinian President) Yasser 
Arafat said he wouldn’t be 
where he is today if it 
weren’t for the prisoners,” 
Ms. Maarouf said. 

Ms. MaarouFs story has 
brought home the violence 
of the lsraeli-palestinian 
conflict to many Brazilians, 
who normally consider the 
problems in tbe Middle 
East as a foreign and distant 
tragedy. 

Hundreds of family mem- 
bers, sympathisers and 
journalists packed into Sao 
Paulo’s Cumbica’s airport 
on Thursday to welcome 
Ms. Maarouf back to 
Brazil. * ' 

But leaders of the' Jewish 
community said they were 
concerned tbe Brazilian 
press coverage would 
transform Ms. Maarouf into 
a heroine. 

“As a rabbi I support her 
liberation within the con- 
text of the peace process. 
However, I hope she is 
received as what she is, and 
not as a heroine," said 
Rabbi Henry Sobel of the 
Sao Paulo Jewish congre- 
gation. 

Rabbi Sobel said he had 
refused an invitation to 
meet Ms. Maarouf at the 
airport. 

Ms. Maarouf, who has an 
11-year-old daughter, said 
she was working to obtain 
permission to return to 
Israel so that she could 
remain close to her jailed 
husband, 

‘lama freedom fighter. 
But now we must fight for 
peace,” she said. 


refuses 

release 


Israeli archaeologist 
angers Samaritans 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A Palestinian woman 
convicted of drug offences and 
due to be released from an 
Israeli prison has refused id 
leave jafl, Israeli and Palestin- 
ian officials said. 

"She doesn’t want to leave," 
an Israeli prisons spokes- 
woman said of Zaynab Abu 
Sido. who was due to be freed 
along with 30 other Palestin- 
ian woman prisoners last 
week. 

A prison source who refused 
to be identified said Abu Sido, 
from Gaza, feared she would 
be ostracised or even harmed 
if forced to return to Palestin- 
ian self-rule areas. Hisbam 
Abdul Razak. Palestinian 
National Authority chief nego- 
tiator on prisoners, confirmed 
Abu Sido refused to leave jafl. 

Palestinian human rights 
lawyer Subhiya Jumaa told 
Reuters a woman who had 
served time for drugs crimes 
could face a harsh life upon 
being released in conservative 
Gazan society. 

“Under such a conservative 
community, with certain tradi- 
tions, it could happen," Ms. 
Jumaa said. “There is lean" 

The other 30 Palestinian 


NABLUS (AFP) — An Israeli archaeolo- 
gist has angered the Samaritans by park- 
ing two caravans in the West Bank on their 
most holy site. Kahin Husni Wasif. the 
community’s treasurer and director of a 
Samaritan Research Centre, said archaeol- 
ogist Yitzhak Maguen had set up camp on 
the peak of Mount Grizim. “He appears to 
be planning to overturn the earth, which 
would be a desecration of our most holy 
site ” Mr. Wasif told AFP. adding that the 
archaeologist was looking for the “lost 
ark." There was no immediate comment 
from Mr. Maguen or the Israeli antiquities 
department. Around 300 Samaritans live 
on Mount Grizim and in nearby Nablus, 
while Holon near Tel Aviv is home to 
another 300 Samaritans who have Israeli 
nationality. They are descendants of the 
Jews but do not recognise the Talmud, or 
primary sourfce of Jewish religious law. 


treated on his return to Tehran by Iranian 
authorities. The U.N. Committee Against 
Torture ruled that Kavegh Yaragh Tala, an J 
Iranian citizen resident in Sweden since 
1990 "should not be forcibly returned to 
his home country as he likely would be 
subjected to torture." a U.N. statement 
said. Sweden’s immigration authorities 
rejected Mr. Tala’s request for asylum and 
ordered his expulsion, citing inconsisten- 
cies in his claims that he was detained and 
tortured in Iran in 1989 before being ahfe 
to flee to Sweden. The dissident \vrj|a- # 
turned to the U.N. body which colled^p 
Sweden not to send him bock to Iran. 
"Substantial grounds exist for believing 
that the author would be in danger of 
being subjected to torture if returned to 
Iran." the U.N. committee said. 


USAID provides 
$2 milli on to Palestinians 


Iraq denies security 
forces killed suspects 


women prisoners were 
received by Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat and cheer- 
ing crowds oo Wednesday m 
self-ruled Ramallah. 

Palestinian negotiator 
S iify an Abu Zaydeh told 
Reuters some 3.000 male pris- 
oners remained in Israeli jails. 
Israeli sources put the number 
closer to 2300. 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq denied Thurs- 
day that its security forces have killed 11 
people while attempting to detain suspects 
in the attempt on the life of Saddam Hus- 
sein’s eldest son. Uday. “These claims are 
not true and they are baseless,” an Infor- 
mation Ministry official, who requested 
anonymity, told the Associated Press. 

Iraqi dissidents said Wednesday that the 1 1 
people were killed Feb. 2 in the Baghdad 
suburb of Gre’at, which is believed to be 
mainly inhabited by Shiite Muslims who 
oppose the regime. They said the victims 
were members of one family accused of 
harbouring suspects wanted in connection 
with the Dec. 12 attempt on Uday’s life. 


JERICHO (AP) — The United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID) commited $2 million to the 1 
Palestinians Thursday to help finance 
local government elections scheduled for 
this summer. The agreement signed by 
USAID Director Christopher D. Crowley 
and Saeb Erekat, the Palestinian minister 
of municipal affairs, said that the money 
would be in the form of a grant monitored 
and distributed by the International Foun- 
dation for the Election System. Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafar and U.S. Consul 
Edward G. Abington presided over the 
signing. "The United States is committed 
to supporting this process of building 
democratic structures within the Palestin- 


ian society in partnership with the Pales* 
tinian (National) Authority,” Mr. Abu# 


UJV. urges Sweden 
not to expel Iranian 


GENEVA (AFP) — The United Nations 
urged Sweden on Friday not to expel an 
Iranian dissident seeking asylum in Stock- 
holm as the activist would likely be mis- 


ton said. ‘‘We believe in and support a 
Palestinian government based on political 
pluralism, tolerance and democratic free- 
dom as an essential ingredient for perma- 
nent peace in the region.” he added. Mr. 
Erekat said that 374 local municipal coun- 
cils will be elected in elections this sum- 
mer. “We thank the USAID and the Unit- 
ed States for this agreement and their con- 
tinuing support." Mr. Erekat added. J 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:08 Cartoon — Mickey & 
Donald Adventures 

14 JO. Cartoon — Moomin 

15:00 French Programme 

16:00 ..Gillette 

16J0 Doc. —Guide to the Universe 

17:00 News Flash 

17:15 Drama — Bhie Heelers 

18:00 French Programmes 

19^0 - News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Hangin’With 
Mr. Cooper 

20:00 -Doc. — Magazine-01 

2030 Prism 

21:10 Lois & Clark —The New 
Adventures of Superman 

22:00 — News in English 

2225 -.MaCgyver 

23:00 Feature Film: “A Breed 
Apart — P.G.V.** 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:57. Fajr 

06:15 (Sunrise) Duka 

11:50 Dfauhr 

14S6l ‘Asr 

17:25.- -Maghreb 

18:43. - - Isha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Naareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of G«d Church TeL 
632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Aiumriartten 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church TeL 661656. 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the AaoiwMoa 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


TeL 623541 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian CathoKc Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Qjurch 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman Igfanathniai Qmrch 

Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Qnrrdh 
TeL 824328. 

German-fp— ting Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
Tbe Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654931 

Church of Nazareoe Tel. 
675691. 

Tbe Evanfdtad Local Ctanfe 

in Annum TeL 81 1295 

EaM-swrittmz 

U«n CatMlcs Parish TeL 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected co 
become slightly above average 
with winds light and variable. la 
Aqaba, it wA be wans, winds 
oortbeAy ma^Tny and .seat 
calm. ' 

MbiTMxx. (taps, 

Amman .02/18 

Aqaba .08/22 

Deserts ^ 02/17 

Jordan VaHey -08/22 

Yestenfay’s high t emp eratures: 


Amman 15, Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 29 per cent 
Aqaba 30 percent 
USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dn Khaffl Abu Marjoab 779797 
Dr. FayezAI Dab has — 759155 

DcAdnanZaghknl 898140 

Dfc MwenAl Nbafi 830435 

Fine pharmacy 661912 

Fci thms pharmacy .778336 

AI Aaexna pharmacy 637055 

Nairottkh pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy ,-..636730 

Yacata pharmacy .644945 

Shmdbnri pharmacy „.,63766Q 

Nqjfc pharmacy .847632 

BRBID: 

Dt Mazen Aba Baker ,276852 

AI Qods pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dc Mazes Al Safarim ..985832 
Khiriifeh pharmaev .985417 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complrints 605800 

Price Comptainls 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Mrandpality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Ifckpkooe 


-773111 

.774111 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre — 637111 
CM Defence Department 

661111 

CftfTl— ■ fa ■iifrffate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency -.199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 


Reparis 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

515615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Afia bdL Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

J 138 I 3/32 

Khalftfi MalenAv. J. Amu 

644281/6 

AkOefa Maternity, J. Am 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 


Mafias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 345845 

Al-Muasher HospitaL .667227/9 
The Isfcunk. Abdafi 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Mub^jreeu 

.777101/3 

AJ -Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

- (.09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

ttm §ina Hospital _(09)9S6732 
Al EGkam Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basra Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Dbn AI Nafees Hospital 

.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
depanmem at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on otber flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:55 — — Damascus (RJ) 

09:35 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

05H55 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

10=00 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

10d)5 Beirut (RJ) 

10=30 .Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:20 .Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 London. Berlin (RJ) 

20:00 Vienna (RJ) 

23:00 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

05:35 .Bangkok (add) (RJ) 

07:45 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12:40 -Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

18:15 Dubai, Damascus (EK) 
21:00 — ...Paris. Damascus ( AF) 

22:20 — — Xamaca (CYi 

22:25 — -Beirut (ME) 

2Z35 — . — — Cairo (MS) 
23:40 -Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 

23:50 - -London (KJ1 

01:00 -London. Damascus (BA) 
03 *5 .Rome (AZ) 


Royal Wings <RW) Flights 

0*20 - Aqaba (RWi 

I8: »5 Sharm Al Sheikh (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian iRJ) Flights 

06:20 .Beirut (RJ) 

08*0 — Aqaba, Brussels (add) iRJ) 

11:30 Vienna (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

11:50 -Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

12:00 —Geneva. Madrid (RJ ) 

12:15 — London (RJ) 

12:15 - - .Cairo (RJ) 

-Brussels (add) (RJ) 

20:00 - ■ Bombay (RJ) 

20:05 — ..Riyadh. Dhahnin (RJ) 

20:30 . — -Aqaba (addliRJi 

21:00 ..Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

rr*? Lamaca tRj> 

JJr 00 - Jeddah (add) (RJ) 



00-15 Damascus, Amsterdam 
IKL) 

Be ™- Athens (OA) 

07:00 -Beirut (ME) 

13^0 -Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GR 
{5?“" - Vienna (OS) 

SS -Ab^DhaW. 

^2 -—Amsterdam (KL) 

.Rome (A2) 

0630 - -London (KJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

^AZ-RS^r 

TRAIN 


Dep. Amman 8:00 g-m. every 
Monday 

Ait. Damascus 5:00 p-m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7:30 a.m. every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pjn. every 
Sunday _ 

M ARKET PRlCffi • 


Uppcr/lower price in jils per kg . ! 


gPP le * -.700/500 

Banana (imported) .920/750 

Cabbage „.70/40 

Carnot ... O2(V150 

Caul! flower. .250/150 

Cucumber (large) .2W150 

Cucumber (small) .450050 

Eggplant.- 180/100 

Fava beans .880/550 

1150/950 

Grape fain 170/100 


Lemon 


400/330 


Marrow (large) 250/140 

Mairow (small) 370(220 

Onion (green) ..300/14° 

r“°n 200/120 



- 950/700 

reppcnhotl ..280/140 

j^PPer (sweet) 350/200 

Potato -tun II oA 
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s Disabled children benefit from 
work of British physiotherapist 
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jUsl By Sacha Baggili 

^ Special to the Jordan Times 

S^AMMAN — Professionals, 
'non-governmental organi- 
sations (NGOs). and Jor- 
danian families concerned 
with handicapped care 
have benefited from the 
dedication and expertise of 
Archbold Hinchcliffe, a 
British-trained physiother- 
apist, specialising in care 
for disabled children. 

Ms. Hinchcliffe, who has 
been living in Jordan since 
her husband’s appointment 
as British ambassador to 
Jordan in 1993, has been 
working in cooperation 
with A1 Hussein Society 
for the Rehabilitation of 
the Physically Handi- 
capped, the Queen Alia 
Fund (QAF) for Social 
Development, the Cerebral 
Palsy Foundation and has 
been training physiothera- 
pists at A1 Bashir Hospital. 
•„ “When, compared to the 
quality offered in neigh- 
bouring countries, training 
provided for physiothera- 
pists in Jordan is good," 
Chief of the Physical and 
Rehabilitation Department 
at AJ Bashir Hospital 
Khalil Abbadi affirmed. 

“However,” he admon- 
ished, “the two-year course 
offered to physiotherapy 
students in this country is 
somewhat general and it is 
difficult for students to 
specialise. Ms. Hinchcliffe 
has provided expert knowl- 
edge in the area of care for 
handicapped children.” 
During her sojourn in 
other countries such as 
Tanzania, Zambia, Kuwait 
and Dubai, Ms. Hinchcliffe 
was involved in care for 
the handicapped by offer- 
ing hands-on succour. 

However, as a result of 
her participation in a long- 
distance course from 
Dundee University, she has 
been able to fulfil her 
broader desire of passing 
on expertise which, she 
said, could be conducive to 
more long-term progress. 

“Although there is great 
cooperation between the 
Ministry of Health, doc- 
tors, NGOs and individual 
volunteers in Jordan, the 
importance of the role of 
physiotherapists, particu- 
larly for children with cere- 
bral palsy, must be recog- 
nised,” said Ms. Hinch- 
cliffe. 

Concerning the history of 
physiotherapy in Jordan, 
she told the Jordan Times 
that physiotherapists have 
been regarded as techni- 
cians aiding doctors in the 
use of hospital equipment 
and the dispensing of treat- 
ments, such as lasers and 
mud packs. 

“Care for the physically 
handicapped could be 
improved in Jordan if 
physiotherapists ■ were 
given more practical train- 
ing in dealing with indi- 
viduals and were more 
involved in observing and 
assessing patients,” she 
said. 

In recognition of this 



A child with cerebral palsy benefits from a support 
frame intended to help correct physical misalignments 


need. Chairman of A1 Hus- 
sein Society for the Reha- 
bilitation of the Physically 
Handicapped Princess 
Majda, Reem Zurakat from 
Jordanian Friends and 
Families of Disabled Peo- 
ple and Ms. Hinchcliffe 
have all been active in 
seeking government sup- 
port for the establishment 
of a three-year degree 
course in physiotherapy. 

Funding for this project 
was denied by the British 
Overseas Development 
Agency (ODAj on the 
basis that such an upgraded 
qualification would report- 
edly be of little benefit to 
the disabled community in 
Jordan. 

The agency maintained 
that graduates would seek 
employment in the United 
States or the Gulf, unless 
the Ministries of Health 
and Planning recognised 
the importance of highly 
qualified physiotherapists 
and the establishment of a 
framework between doc- 
tors, physiotherapists, and 
patients. 

“Speaking as a parent of 
a physically handicapped 
child. I recognise the 
necessity of a move to 
upgrade training for phys- 
iotherapists in Jordan. Pro- 
fessional opinions such as 
those of Ms. Hinchcliffe 
are in sync with those of 
parents of disabled chil- 
dren on this issue,” Ms. 
Zurakat said. 

According to Ms. Hinch- 
cliffe. “as 50 per cent of 
Jordan’s population is 
under 15 years of age, and 
according to figures, 
accepted by the World 
Health Organisation 

(WHO), three per cent of 
the total population of the 
developing world has a 
mental or physical disabili- 
ty,” one can ascertain the 
need for special focus on 
the needs of handicapped 
children in the country. 

With this sentiment, Ms. 


Hinchcliffe established a 
“Tuesday school” for phys- 
ically disabled children, 
their parents and local vol- 
unteers to jointly partici- 
pate in activities. 

Ms. Hinchcliffe has also 
initiated a so-called Appro- 
priate Paper-based Tech- 
nology (APT) project in 
Jordan. 

This technique makes 
support frames from card- 
board and paper, used to 
correct distorted physical 
alignments in children with 
cerebral palsy. 

Ms. Hinchcliffe told the 
Jordan Times that “the 
equivalent equipment 
made from mend, costs 
approximately JD 200,” 
which is too expensive for 
the families of many dis- 
abled children. 

The APT project, current- 
ly under the supervision of 
Farayal Saleh at the Naz- 
zal Neighbourhood Centre 
for Social Development, 
provides aid for poorer 
members of the handi- 
capped community. 

Ms. Hinchcliffe 

expressed particular con- 
cern for disabled persons 
living in rural areas. 

Under the auspices of the 
QAF, she has worked in 
centres for social develop- 
ment in locations such as 
Wadi Musa, Ramtha, 
Ajloun and Deir ’Alla. 

“Improving care for the 
physically and mentally 
handicapped in Jordan is 
not just about providing 
expertise. It is also impor- 
tant to educate the commu- 
nities in which they live 
about the issues concerned 
and how they can help,” 
said Ms. Hinchcliffe. 

“If members of rural 
communities witness the 
help of outside experts, 
they are encouraged to 
become more actively 
involved in caring for 
handicapped members of 

their community," she con- 
cluded. 
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Cold front damages crops 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Cold 
and frost over the past week 
has resulted in considerable 
damage to crops around the 
country, including those in 
the Jordan Valley where 
temperatures are usually 
several degrees higher than 
those in the Kingdom’s 
highlands, according to 
Minister of Agriculture 
Mustafa ShneikaL 

Quoted by A1 Dustour 
Arabic daily Friday, Dr. 
Shneikat said that in some 
areas damage to produce 
such as squash was total. 
Average losses in the Jor- 
dan Valley ranged between 
50 and 80 per cent, he said. 

The minister added that 
eggplant, potatoes, beans 
and tomatoes were also 
badly hit, and that the esti- 
mated 3,600 dunums of 
banana plantations in the 
northern Jordan Valley suf- 
fered severe frost damage. 

He said that ministry 
committees are inspecting 
farms in North Shuneh, 


Deir 'Alla and South 
Shuneh in the volley and 
will submit reports on the 
losses sustained there. 

Fanners in the central 
Jordan Valley bad earlier 
reported that 75 per cent of 
15.000 dunums of vegetable 
and citrus crops sustained 
damage, according to the 
A1 Dustour report. 

According to ministry 
sources, an estimated 30 
per cent of the country's 
total farmland areas were 
adversely affected by last 
week’s frost. 

Meanwhile, the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology Fri- 
day forecast sunny skies in 
the coming three days with 
temperatures rising to 16, 17 
and 18 degrees Celsius in 
Amman and dropping to 4 
degrees Celsius at night. 

It said that a drop in tem- 
peratures is expected Mon- 
day evening when a low 
depression will affect the 
country. 


HUDC to study civil servants’ 
housing needs 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Hous- 
ing and Urban Development 
Corporation (HUDC) state- 
ment Friday outlined plans to 
study the housing needs of 
civil servants employed in 
govern orates other than where 
they permanently reside. 

The study is being instituted 
in order to locate adequate 
lodging for them. 

Such housing units will be 
state-owned and assigned to 
various government ministries 
and their auxiliary depart- 
ments, which will be responsi- 
ble for covering the housing 


costs from their annual bud- 
gets, the HUDC statement 
said. 

Government employees who 
work and reside in the same 
govemorate will only be allo- 
cated such units with special 
approval, it said. 

According to the statement, 
the HUDC requested that the 
ministries state the size and 
area of the units they require 
as well as their locations. 

It said each square metre of 
these anits has been estimated 
lo cost JD 200. 


Cooperation society formed 
in Tokyo 

TOKYO (Petra) — A Japanese- Jordanian cooperation society 
has been formed in Tokyo to promote tourism to the Kingdom, 
according to a Royal Jordanian (RJ) statement Friday. 

The statement said that the RJ office in Tokyo will serve as an 
office for jhis society which groups representatives of 30. Japan- 
ese travel and tourismagfcncies. The group met in Tokyo with 
Jordanian Ambassador, to' Japan Facouk . .release th«t , 

announcement, the statement said. 

RJ said that the creation of the society is part of the follow-up 
activities stemming from “Jordanian Week" held in Tokyo in June 
1995. 


What’s Going On 


EXHIBITIONS 

♦Display of Jordan River Design Products, Jabal Amman 
(Trf. 613081/2) until Feb. 28. 

♦Art exhibition by Nanha Salim at Orient Gallery. Isam 
Ajlouni JSl, Shmeisani, until Feb. 28. 

* Bani Hamida exhibition/sale of handicrafts (rugs, cush- 
ions, runners, afid wall -hangings. Jabal Ammon- CTel- 
-658696/7), until Feb. 38. 

♦Works by contemporary Arab artists entitled “The New Col- 
lection" at Darat A1 Funun/Jabat Weibdeb. (Tel. 643251/2). 
until Feb. 27. . 


Court sentences man to death in murder case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Thursday sentenced 
one man to death and four 
others to six to ten years 
imprisonment on charges of 
murder and rape. 

The court tribunal found 
Ayman . l».idiw Hilai, an 
Egyptian national, guiliy of 
complicity in the murder of 
a 29-year-old Jordanian 
woman, identified only as 
Mima, in the Amman 
National Park in Julv of 
1995. 

The coun also sentenced.. 
Khaled Salim, 29. to death 
for fatally shooting Muna, 
however, as the family o: 
the victim dropped charges, 
the sentence was subse- 
quently reduced to 10 years 
with temporary hard labour. 

In events related to the 
case, the coun sentenced 
Mohammad Mahmoud. 32. 
to ten years imprisonment 
after he was found guilty o: 
raping an acquaintance o: 
the victim, whose name the 
Jordan Times has withheld 
for ethical reasons. 

Two women. Mr. Mah- 
moud's wife Sabrieh 
Shukri. 24. and her sister 
Autrah, 20. were both sen- 
tenced to prison terms of 
six years and eight months 
for complicity in the rape. 

According to court docu- 
ments, Mr. Salim had met 
the rape victim in May of 
1995. She informed hint 
that she was looking for a 
job and a place to stay as 
her husband was incarcerat- 
ed. 

The defendant resolved to 
help her, transcripts said, 
and found her a place to 
live with Mr. Hilai while 
giving her money for her- 
self and her child. 

In July, according to affi- 


davits, the rape victim went 
to visit her friends. Sabrieh 
and Autra. and saw Muna 
and Mr. Mahmoud. 

“They engaged in a dis- 
pute that Khaled [Salim] 
was paying more attention 
to her than to Muna” the 
court said, without specify- 
ing the nature of either 
woman’s relationship with 
the defendant. 

Sabrieh and Autra Shukri 
then drew switch blades 
and threatened the woman, 
while Muna pinned her to 
the ground, aided by the 
two sisters, and asked Mr. 

... .Mahmoud, ip rape.-hw, doc- 
uments said. 

“Mohammad [Mahmoud] 
punched the woman in the 
face, then raped her 
although she fought and 
struggled,” the court said. 

She then returned to her 
house, after registering the 
incident wtith the police, 
and informed Messrs. 
Salim and Hilai of what hud 
happened, and “they vowed 
to kill the four.” 

On the morning of the 
incident, the two defen- 
dants searched for Muna in 
the Queismeh urea, and 
upon finding her, drove her 
(o the Amman National 
Park. 

Mr. Salim drew a gun he 
had purchased two days 
prior to the incident and 
shot Muna once in the back 
of the head. 

“Mr. Hilai, then retrieved 
a knife from the cur. sliced 
off her left nipple, stabbed 
her in the back and the two 
men left,” the court said. 

The two then returned to 
the rape victim and 
informed her that (hey 
killed Muna to avenge her 
honour, and Mr. Hilai pre- 
sented the nipple as evi- 
dence. 

Muna’s decomposing 


body was found on July 2J. 
two weeks subsequent to 
the murder. 

The court maintained dial 
it relied on the defendants' 
confessions in from of ihe 
prosecution, the gun seized 
at Mr. Salim's house and 
other evidence. 

Thursday's death sen- 
tence was the second >inee 
Lhe inception of 1947. 

The conn tribunal was 
headed by Justice> Abdul 
Ruhman Ta»fiq. Mifieh 
Mubeidin and Ismael 
Hrnouz. 

On Feb. 1 1 . a 27 > ear-old 
man was sentenced to death 
by the Criminal Court after 
being declared guiliy of 
murdering his younger sis- 
ter in 1990. 

Khaled Saqa w.ln found 
guilty of the premeditated 
murder of his 25-y ear-old 
married sister in her house. 

According to court 
papers, the \ icltiai had dt.— 
co\ ered that her brother 
was stealing money and 
jewellery from her house, 
and disclosed the matter to 
her family, stating she did 
not want her brother to visit 
her any more. 

“Khaled became angry 
that his sister informed the 
family and plotted to kili 
her." ihe court said. 

On the morning ol Site 
murder, Mr. Saqu went lo 
his sister’s house and sub- 
sequent to drinking a cup ol 
coffee with iter and dis- 
cussing the nutter, he prv*- 
duced a rope and strangled 
her. the coun said 

All verdicts arc automat- 
ically reviewed by j highei 
court within 30 days. 

Last year. 10 people were 
executed tor various crimes 
in the Kingdom. 


Telecommunications authority denies plans 
to sell radio frequencies 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times ... , 

AMMAN /W'r The?" 
Telecommunication 
Regularity Authority 
does nor plan to allo- 
cate radio frequencies 
to non-Jordanian or 
non-governmental 
organisations, the 
director general of the 
authority! Yousuf Abu 
Jamous,' told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Mr. Abu Jamous was 
referring to a report in 
A1 Nida~ weekly news- 
paper last wee£. 

The report said that 
“steps to sell FM fre- 
quency spots on Jor- 
danian airwaves has 
reached final stages." 

The article saicl that 


Ministry of Informa- 
tion. .officials, have 
decided: to.se 11 two FMi.c 
waves,, one to tbtr' 
French and another to 
Monte Carlo Radio 
and in order not to 
offend the British, the 
article stated, the Min- 
istry of Information 
resolved to allocate 
some of the Greater 
Amman radio waves to 
the BBC. 

According to AI 
Nida\ France has 
offered the gross sum 
of JD 250,000 to pro- 
cure two FM airwaves 
and the deal was con- 
cluded with the agree- 
ment that the sum 
would be paid partially 
in cash and the rest in 
the form of equipment. 


It further stated that 
Monte Carlo Radio 
offered J&- 200.00 

while* 'ttie' 1 BBC 
offered JD 100.000. 

However. Mr. Abu 
Jamous informed the 
Jordan Times that the 
1995 Telecommunica- 
tions Law bans the 
use of electro-magnet- 
ic waves below 3.000 
gigahertz without 
obtaining a licence 
from the Telecommu- 
nications Regulatory 
Authority. 

Radio and television 
frequencies are part of 
the country’s natural 
resources and should 
be protected, he said. 



AmrotOieCU) 


DUNES CLUB. 

AMMAN 



Dunes Club Amman... now under construction 


lhe finest multi-sports and social Qub for members only is pleased to announce that applications for membership are invited 

For Further information please contact our Membership Sales Office located at Abdoun Circle, Cairo Road, Citibank Building, 2nd Moor 
Tel. F962-6J 8] 4720, 814479, S17217, Fax. (962-6) 865914, P. O. Box 2610, Amman 11181, Jordan, E-Mail. dunesamm«?'net«..coro.jo 
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Baku welcomes NATO’s 
European security efforts 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Azerbaijani President Gei- 
dar Aliyev praised NATO 
efforts to reinforce Euro- 
pean securin' alter a meet- 
ing Thursday with alliance 
Secretary General Javier 
Solana, who was rounding 
off a tour of former Soviet 
republics. 

Mr. Aliyev said the south- 
ern Caucasus were an inte- 
gral pan of Europe and 
NATO should pay more at- 
tention to them, Interfax 
News Agency reported. He 
al^o said Baku would do its 
best to implement NATO’s 
Partnership For Peace coo- 
peration programme. 

Mr. Solana visited Baku 
on the last leg of a four-na- 
tion tour that also took him 
to Moldova, Georgia and 
Armenia. 

The tour was fiercely crit- 
icised by Moscow, which 
accused Mr. Solana of hav- 


ing a hidden agenda to un- 
dermine Russian influence 
in the region. 

Mr. Solana Wednesday 
defended his right to visit 
members of the alliance’s 
Partnership For Peace pro- 
gramme. 

Speaking to reporters after 
meeting Armenia’s Presi- 
dent Levon Ter- Petrosyan in 
the capital Yerevan. Mr. 
.Solana said: “I have come 
to this country because the 
president invited me." 

'These countries are part 
of the Partnership For Peace 
and I have to visit all of the 
countries of the PFP," he 
said. The PFP. of which 
Russia is also a member, is 
designed to forge closer ties 
between former cold war 
foes. 

“I don’t see why a visit to 
these countries must be 
interpreted as a secret agen- 
da of NATO. Our relation- 


ship with these countries 
does not mean that they 
have the same type of rela- 
tions with Russia." a visibly 
agitated Mr. Solana said. 

Earlier President Boris 
Yeltsin's press secretary. 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky. said 
Mr. Solana had “unde- 
clared. behind-the-scenes" 
aims in making his tour of 
the four southern republics. 

“The West as a whole, and 
the leadership of NATO in 
particular, is opposed to any 
form of political or military 
integration between the 
newly independent states — 
the republics of the former 
LrSSR. especially when 
they are initiated by Mos- 
cow.” Mr. Yastrzhembsky 
told Interfax News Agency. 

Georgia and Armenia still 
have Russian military bases 
on their soil and analysts 
say the West has never ac- 
tively challenged Russia's 


continuing leading role in 
the tinderbox Caucasus 
region. 

Wednesday's exchange 
points to new strains in ties 
between NATO and Russia 
over the alliance’s plans to 
take in former Warsaw Pact 
member states from Eastern 
and Central Europe. 

Armenian Defence Minis- 
ter Vazguen Sarkissian told 
Mr. Solana Wednesday Ar- 
menia intends to develop its 
links with NATO in the 
Partnership For Peace pro- 
gramme, ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported. 

The agency quoted the 
Defence Ministry’s press 
service as saying that Ar- 
menian forces would take 
pan in military training 
exercises with NATO and 
get to know how the al- 
liance operates. 


Albright plays down Russian anti-NATO talk 


WASHINGTON (Rl — 
New Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright has 
played down Moscow's inc- 
reasingly harsh anti-NATO 
rhetoric and said she does 
not think most Russian peo- 
ple and the “responsible" 
leaders fed that way. 

Interviewed by Reuters 
before her first overseas trip 
since taking office on Jan. 
23, she said she would try to 
persuade Russian leaders 
during talks in Moscow on 
Feb. 20-21 “not to see 
NATO as an adversarial al- 
liance against Russia.” 

Other U.S. officials told 
Reuters Mrs. Albright was 
expected to outline for 
Russian leaders during her 
visit details of a new con- 
ventional arms reduction 
proposal being developed 
by NATO as a means of 
assuring Moscow about the 
non-threatening nature of an 
enlarged i^Sefp^jliance. 

.-• Officials, ^aid she might 


also brief Moscow on a new 
but as yet unpublished State 
Department-Pentagon study 
on the projected costs of 
expanding NATO and the 
assumptions and perceived 
threats underlying those cal- 
culations. 

Officials said the bottom 
line expansion costs are less 
than a controversial study 
issued by the Rand Corp. 
last year. The Rand study 
said the costs could range 
from $10 billion and to 
$110 billion but likely 
would be in the $30 billion 
to $52 billion range over a 
10-15 year period. 

The alliance plans to 
decide at a summit in July 
on which new members to 
admit. Poland, the Czech 
Republic and Hungary are 
top contenders. Romania 
and Slovenia are also dis- 
cussed but U.S. officials 
tend to doubt they will be 
accepted in t^.-fi^gost- 
cold war expansion Sound/ 


In an effort to assuage 
Russian concerns about its 
plans to absorb former So- 
viet Bloc states. NATO has 
proposed a charter with 
Russia defining a special 
relationship between the 
alliance and Moscow. Al- 
though talks have begun, 
Russia remains vigorously 
opposed to NATO expansion. 

In a fresh burst of rhetorical 
gunfire, the Kremlin Wednes- 
day accused NATO and its 
Secretary-General Javier So- 
lana of pursuing a covert and- 
Moscow policy, prompting 
swift denials by the alliance 
and raising new tensions. 

Moscow’s campaign had 
reached a new peak a day 
earlier when one official 
said Russia should be ready 
to use nuclear weapons if 
subjected to a conventional 
arms attack, although the 
Mremlin later distanced 
itself front those comments. 

Asked ’ why the , $etonc 
was worsening despite a 


vigorous U.S. and allied 
defence of NATO expan- 
sion, Mrs. Albright said: “I 
don’t buy into that. I think 
the important part here is 
that from what we know ... 
the people of Russia don’t 
see it that way, nor does the 
responsible leadership." 

She cautioned against a 
downward spiral of attacks 
over NATO and said she 
hoped to help the Russians 
understand “the overriding 
importance of a good U.S.- 
Russian relationship." 

‘It’s very important for 
people not to have old think 
about NATO and about the 
direction in which we want 
to go." 

“Generally people need to 
not see NATO as an adver- 
sarial alliance against Rus- 
sia but basically a way that 
the institutions of Europe 
can be strengthened in a 
security system that is not 
, 0ppQsed . .to... somebody,” 
Mrs/ AJbrighisaid: 7 ' 


Albright’s Jewish roots known 
to Israeli leaders since 1994 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — An Israeli diplo- 
mat has said that he learned 
of U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright’s Je- 
wish roots in 1994 from a 
British friend of her family, 
but never released the infor- 
mation. 

Gad Yaacobi, Israel’s for- 
mer ambassador to the 
United Nations, said he told 
then-Prime Minister Yitz- 
hak Rabin and Foreign Mi- 
nister Shimon Peres about 
Mrs. Albright’s back- 
ground. 

Mr. Yaacobi said he and 
other Israeli politicians 
never raised the issue with 
Mrs. Albright — who at the 
time was the U.S. ambas- 
sador to the United Nations 
— because they felt it was- 
n’t significant and would 
not affect her approach to 
the Middle East. 

“She is committed to 
American interests and if 
anyone is assuming differ- 
ently they are making a mis- 
take.” Mr. Yaacobi told the 
Associated Press in a tele- 
phone interview. “She did- 
n't share it with me. and I 
wasn't quite sure if she even 
knew abour it ... or if she 
would feel comfortable dis- 
cussing it.” 

Yossi Beilin, a cabinet 
minister in Mr. Rabin’s gov- 
ernment. said Israel did not 
deliberately hide Mrs. Al- 
bright’s Jewish parentage. 

“Tt was not a piece of infor- 
mation that was very con- 
crete. maybe it was some 
social talk.” Mr. Beilin said. 
“The whole story that we 
knew something or that the 
prime minister knew and they 


hid it, it is a joke.’’ 

Palestinians also did not 
appear concerned that Mrs. 
Albright’s background 
could compromise her role 
as a honest broker. 

“U.S. policy will be U.S. 
policy," said Yasser Arafat's 
spokesman Nabil Abourde- 
neh. “Many times when 
they are Jewish they want to 
prove that they are not 
biased and so try to conduct 
the issues in a fair manner.” 

Mr. Yaacobi said his 
friend George Weidenfeld. 
an Austrian-born British 
publisher who knew Mrs. 
Albright’s father in London 
during World War II. had 
revealed Mrs. Albright’s 
Jewish background to him. 

Mr. Weidenfeld. however, 
told the AP that he had 
never discussed his heritage 
with Mre. Albright's father 
and had no proof that he 
was Jewish. 

“I never talked to him 
about his origin, but never 
questioned the facr that he, 
Joseph Korbel, a refugee 
from Czechoslovakia, was 
Jewish," Mr. Weidenfeld 
added, 

“I told Gad Yaacobi and 
many other people — in- 
deed T said to Mrs. Albright 
herself — that 1 knew her 
father extremely well. I did- 
n’t say her father was 
Jewish.’’ 

After the Washington Post 
revealed Mrs. Albright’s 
Jewish roots based on docu- 
ments that established that 
more than a dozen members 
of her family were killed as 
Jews during the Holocaust, 
the 59-year-old diplomat 
said she knew nothing of it. 


Mrs. Albright said the 
information came as “a 
major surprise.” 

A Czech-born former 
Israeli diplomat. Avigdor 
Dagan, told the AP that he 
lived near Mrs. Albright’s 
maternal grandparents in 
the village of Chemikos- 
telitz and that bis father sold 
supplies to her grandfather. 
Mr. Spiegel, who owned the 
town’s general store. 

“There was a period when 
my father was ill and so I 
worked for him and made 
deliveries to Mr. Spiegel’s 
store,” Mr. Dagan said, ad- 
ding that the Spiegels were 
active in the loci Jewish 
community. 

Later, Mr. Dagan and Mrs. 
Albright’s father, Josef Kor- 
bel. met in the Czech diplo- 
matic service and worked in 
London during World War 
II. 

“Everyone knew Korbel 
was Jewish but he did eve- 
rything to hide it. he wanted 
a career and he thought it 
would interfere or hurt his 
chances to reach the top,” 
said Mr. Dagan said. 

“He (Korbel) was hostile 
to Zionism, that was what 
stood between us. why we 
could never become closer 
friends. ... There were to- 
pics that he erased from his 
life and this was one of 
them.’’ said Mr. Dagan, who 
later immigrated to Israel 
and served” as the Jewish 
state's ambassador to Po- 
land, Norway and Austria. 

Mrs. Albright was raised a 
Roman Catholic, and in 
exile in London was told lit- 
tle about the relatives left 
behind. 


Algeria’s Sadi to run in elections 


PARIS (R) — Algerian for- 
mer presidential candidate 
Said Sadi has said his Rally 
for Culture and Democracy 
(RCD) party will run in the 
troubled north African 
country's proposed parlia- 
mentary elections later this 
year. 

“We decide in favour of 
the principle of taking pan 
as the country cannot do 
with a desertion bv democ- 


ratic forces,” Mr. Sadi told 
France’s Radio Beur-FM. 

“However, we must not 
have any illusion about the 
new assembly’s legislative 
power. It is restricted,” he 
added. 

President Liamine Zer- 
oual met 10 political party 
leaders earlier this week and 
proposed May 29 or June 5 
this year as tentative dates 
for the elections. 


Authorities scrapped 1992 
elections which the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was 
poised to win. More than 
60,000 people have died 
since Muslim rebels took up 
arms after the polls were 
cancelled. 

Algerian authorities have 
said only legal political par- 
ties will be allowed to run. 
therefore excluding the FIS. 


Karen base 
falls to 
Burmese 
forces 

BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Thousands of refugees 
were poised to flee into 
Thailand Friday after the 
fall of the military head- 
quarters of the last major 
rebel group Fighting Bur- 
ma’s ruling junta, a Thai 
officer said. 

Some 3,000 ethnic Ka- 
rens. mostly women and 
children, were at the border 
to escape junta troops who 
took the Karen National 
Union (KNU) headquarters 
at Htikapler Thursday, said 
the military officer, who 
requested anonymity. 

Rebel guerrillas vowed to 
keep Fighting, amid reports 
of continued clashes in the 
Karen “liberated” area op- 
posite the northern Thai 
province of Tak. some 420 
kilometres north of here. 

A rebel spokesman said 
guerrilla forces in the 
KNU’s Sixth Brigade area 
torched the base at Htikap- 
ler themselves after it came 
under artillery fire. 

He said they were now 
operating with mobile 
headquarters and had laid 
landmines to snare troops 
of Burma’s military junta, 
the State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 
(SLORC). 

Following the start this 
week of the offensive 
against the KNU — the last 
major ethnic insurgency yet 
to reach a ceasefire with 
SLORC — some 5,000 wo- 
men, children and old peo- 
ple, have come into Thai- 
land. the Thai officer said. 

Thousands more Karens 
already in camps in Thai- 
land had retreated further 
inland because SLORC 
troops were close, he said. 

There were unconfirmed 
reports from border sour- 
ces that as many as 10,000 
Karen refugees had crossed 
into Thailand Thursday and 
Friday. 

Over SO. 000 ethnic Ka- 
rens are already staying in 
Thai camp. 



Hwang Jang-Yop, a top North Korean official, is pictured as he writes a statement 
explaining his reasons for seeking asylum at the South Korean embassy compound in 
Beijing. Mr. Hwang’s attempt to defect is causing major diplomatic tensions between 
China and the two Koreas iReuter photo) 

China needs time to decide 
on North Korean defector 


SINGAPORE AFP) — China said after 
talks with South Korea Friday that it need- 
ed more time to decide the fate of a top 
North Korean defector holed up in Seoul’s 
embassy in Beijing. 

“This incident happened all of a sudden 
so we need more time to investigate.” Chi- 
nese Foreign Minister Qian Qicben said af- 
ter a 50-minute meeting with his South Ko- 
rean counterpart Yoo Chong-Ha In Singa- 
pore. 

They met two days after North's chief 
Communist ideologue Hwang Jang- Yoo’ s 
defection bid at the South Korean embassy 
in Beijing, triggering fresh tensions on the 
Korean peninsula and embarrassing China. 

South Korea wants safe passage for Mr. 
Hwang from Beijing to Seoul, but Chinese 
officials said it was premature to say how 
long the investigation into rival Korean 
claims would take. North Korea claims Mr. 
Hwang was kidnapped. 

Mr. Qian, who is here with Mr. Yoo to 
attend an Asia-Europe meeting of Foreign 
Ministers Saturday, told journalists the inci- 
dent had taken Beijing totally by surprise 
and appealed for calm in the Peninsula. 

Mr. Qian said “all parties should treat this 
in a cool and calm manner and handle this 
really cautiously" in the interest of peace. 

He stressed that China had no prior 
knowledge of the intentions of Mr. Hwang, 
73, a. top adviser of, Northern leader. Kim 
Joiigril who shaped' the isolationist tZToni-' ' 
munist ideology of the world’s last Stalinist 
bastion. 

“Actually we didn't know what happened 
to Mr. Hwang in Beijing. We were totally in 
the dark beforehand. We were not aware of 
a stopover in Beijing." Mr. Qian said. “He 
did not stay in any Chinese hotels or guest 
houses.” Mr. Hwang presented himself to 
stunned staff at the South Korean embassy 
in Beijing's consular section early 
Wednesday during a stopover on his way 
home from a meeting in Tokyo. 

The South Korean minister, who flew into 
Singapore early Friday reversing an earlier 
decision to cancel the trip, said further dis- 
cussions would be held with China, but did 
not say whether more meetings were 
planned here. 


“It will take a little bit more of time for 
them. We have started discussions and will 
cany on more discussions." Mr. Yoo said. 

Asked whether China, close to both 
Koreas, would mediate a solution, a 
spokesman for the Chinese delegation said: 
“This is something which has just happened 
and it is difficult to say how different par- 
ties will play roles.” 

He said it was up to “relevant authorities” 
in China to decide whether the investigation 
should include the questionioning of Mr. 
Hwang, adding Beijing hoped peace would 
be maintained despite the “twists and turns” 
on the Peninsula. 

•The 73-year-old Hwang, one of the main 
authors of North Korea's isolationist ideol- 
ogy, is the highest-level official yet to try to 
defect to the South. His defection occurred 
at a sensitive time for Pyongyang, which 
will celebrate the 55th birthday of leader 
Kim Jong-H Saturday. Mr. Hwang is mar- 
ried to a cousin of Mr. Kim. 

The defection bid was a severe embar- 
rassment to China, which has sought to fol- 
low a strictly even policy towards the two 
Koreas since establishing ties with Seoul in 
1992. 

As Mr. Qian and Mr. Yoo met in Singa- 
pore, Mr. Hwang was still holed up in 
Seoul's closely guarded embassy in Beijing 
as the drama entered its third day. 

Around 40 North Koreans in. a; dozen dip- ; 
lomatic cars were parked just behind police ; 
roadblocks set around the embassy's con- 
sular section, where lights were on. al- 
though no movement could be seen. 

While embassy workers at the Syrian. 
Zambian and other nearby missions were 
allowed to pass through the cordon, red tape 
which had been stretched across the road 
prevented any cars from moving past 

Dozens of armed Chinese police were 
keeping watch over the area, with police 
minivans parked across each of four road- 
ways leading to the compound, an AFP 
reporter saw. 

In a letter released by the South Korean 
Foreign Ministry in Seoul, Mr. Hwang said 
he had decided to come South for talks on 
unification of the two Koreas. 


Western countries warned of 
Albanian government corruption 


LONDON (AFP) — Wes- 
tern governments have 
failed to heed warnings 
from their intelligence ser- 
vices that the Albanian gov- 
ernment is deeply involved 
in organised crime, a press 
report said here Friday. 

The Independent quoted 
intelligence sources from 
different countries as saying 
that classified documents 
have circulated in Western 
capitals for the last two 
years citing evidence of col- 
lusion and active participa- 
tion by members of the rul- 
ing Democratic Party (DP). 

The reports allegedly ac- 
cuse government ministers 
of drug trafficking, illegal 
arms trading and large-scale 
sanctions-busting through 
oil sales to Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro during the war in 
Bosnia. 

“I find it amazing that 
nobody has blown the lid on 
what has been going on in 


Albania because it is truly 
mind-boggling," one intelli- 
gence source told the paper. 

“We have been passing 
this stuff on but nobody in 
government wants to 
know," he added. 

The Independent said drag 
barons from Kosovo, the 
southern Yugoslav province 
with a 90 per cent ethnic 
Albanian majority, operate in 
Albania with impunity. 

Much of the transporta- 
tion of heroin and other 
drugs across Albania, from 
Macedonia and Greece en 
route to Italy, is believed to 
be organised by SHIK, the 
state security police, in 
cooperation with the police 
in states bordering Albania, 
tbe paper added. 

It said intelligence ser- 
vices were convinced that 
the chain of command went 
all the way to the top, and 
had named ministers in their 
reports. 


Albania's Foreign Minis- 
ter Tritan Shebu reportedly 
directly controlled a compa- 
ny that enjoyed a monopoly 
on the import and export of 
oil during the war in Bos- 
nia. 

Shqiponja, a company run 
openly by the DP, was used 
to run guns and drugs, and 
these rackets are continuing 
in other forms, the intelli- 
gence sources alleged. 

The shaky Pyramid in- 
vestment schemes that 
sparked the current unrest in 
the country were also close- 
ly linked to the government, 
the paper said. 

The biggest of all the 
schemes, run by Vefa Hol- 
dings. is allegedly identified 
closely with the govern- 
ment and has funded the 
DP’s election campaigns. 

It is also under investiga- 
tion in Italy for ties to the 
Mafia, according to the 
Independent. 


Bishop killed in plane crash after 
attending slain bishop’s funeral 

The cause of the crash 
was not immediately 
known. Witnesses said the 
plane seemed to lose power 
in mid-air and military offi- 
cials said they saw sparks 
coming from the right wing. 

The plane was heading for 
the southern city of Zambo- 
anga. It crashed and burst 
mto flames in bamboo 
P ants just beyond the run- 

^° s 7d OAiiport ' themi - 


JOLO, Philippines (AFP) 
— The funeral Friday of a 
Philippine bishop slain by 
suspected Muslim extrem- 
ists was overshadowed by a 
plane crash in which anoth- 
er bishop was among the 
four dead. 

Bishop Antoni no Nepo- 
muceno was on a small 
plane that crashed just after 
takeoff, after he had joined 
several thousand people at 
the funeral of Bishop Ben- 


jamin De Jesus in the pre- 
dominantly Muslim south- 
ern town, the military said. 

Bishop Nepomuceno. 72. 
was one of 18 bishops to 
conduct a funeral mass. 

About 2.000 soldiers were- 
on duty in the town follow- 
ing reports that Muslim 
extremists might disrupt the 
ceremony, attended by 
senior government and reli- 
gious officials. But no inci- 
dents were reported. 


ASEAN-EU 


ties grow w 
despite split 
on Burma, 
Timor 

SINGAPORE (R) — Eu- 
ropean and South East As- 
ian nations have agreed on 
new programmes to ex- 
pand ties at a meeting over- 
shadowed by robust ex- 
changes on Burma, East Ti- 
mor and human rights, offi- 
cials said Friday. 

Foreign ministers from 
the European Union (EU) 
and the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) were to issue a 
final declaration Friday 
outlining fresh ways to take 
economic, political and 
cultural ties to a new level. 

But much of the discus- ^ 
sion at their inter-regional 
meeting has been on sub- 
jects scarely mentioned in 
the L6-page declaration — 
Burma, East Timor and the 
sensitive subject of human 
rights. 

Dutch Foreign Minister 
Hans Van Mierlo. whose 
country holds the rotating 
EU presidency, said Thurs- 
day: “There are many 
things that bind us, many 
things that we have made 
progress on ... On the other 
hand, there are — and I 
want to be frank about it — 
also things on which we 
disagree.” 

The 22 foreign ministers 
spent more than two hours 
talking about Burma 
Thursday, but the declara- 
tion simply says on the 
subject: "We had an ex- 
change of views on Myan- 
mar (Burma).” 

Still. Burma got more of a 
a mention than East Timor, 
which, to Jakarta’s satisfac- 
tion. doesn't appear at all in 
the declaration. 

The meeting's co-chair- 
man. Singapore Foreign 
Minister Shanmugam Jaya- 
kumar, said of the Burma 
discussions: 'This was one 
of the most productive and 
'Substantive* * ” 1 discussions 
between the EU and 
ASEAN held to date. 

“Not that each side has ; 
convinced the other,” he 
said. “But both sides ag- 
reed that we now have, as a 
result of the dialogue, a 
better understanding of 
each other’s insights, con- 
cerns and approaches on 
Myanmar." 

The EU believes tough 
measures are needed to 
punish the Rangoon gov- 
ernment for its crackdown 
on Burma’s pro-democracy 
movement, while ASEAN 
believes “constructive en -Of 
gageraem" will eventually 
coax the military rulers to 
reform. 

Indonesia annexed East 
Timor in 1976 in a civil, 
war that erupted after Por- 
tugal’s abrupt decolonisa- 
tion. A third of the popula- 
tion died in the famin e and 
fighting that followed. The 
United Nations still consid- 
ers Portugal the adminis- 
tering power. 

Indonesian Foreign Mi- 
nister All Alatas Thursday 
accused Portugal of scut- 
tling an ambitious treaty 
that would redefine ties 
between ASEAN and the 
EU into the next century. 

“(East Timor) was one of 
the issues used by Portugal 
to prevent a new-genera- 
tion agreement to be signed 

by the two sides and of 
course we deeply regret it,” 

Mr. Alatas told reporters. 

Portugal’s Foreign Minis- 
ter Jaime Gama said Lisbon 
had not vetoed the treaty, but 
was merely insisting that 
political and human rights 
issues be included. 

Countries that did not 
want to include human 
nght5 issues in the treaty 
are the ones who are put- 
ting the veto" on a new ag- 
reement, he told reporters. 

The old ASEAN-EU ag- 
reement was signed in 1980. 

when ties were Iar rt’ de- 
nned by aid from European 
nations to some of their for- 
mer colonies in Asia. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
™.ippines. Singapore. 
Thailand and Vietnam. All 
out Thailand are former 
European colonies. 

A new agreement woulc 
outline dozens of new ini- 
taauves across the political, 
economic and cultural 
spectrum. 


Saturday,. 
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More 
Zairean 
refugees 
arrive in 
Zambia 

LUSAKA (Agencies) — 
Some 3,000 Zairean refu- 
gees arrived overnight in 
Zambia bringing the total 
number of refugees who 
have fled here from strife- 
tom eastern Zaire to 6,000, 
the Zambian Red Cross 
Society said Friday. 

Chipo Lungu, the secre- 
tary-general of the Red 
Cross here, told AFP that 
the 3,000 refugees crossed 
-i a i* , ■ into Zambia through the 
* l:u,c h *>t ik J- Mpulungu Pon in the nor- 
them province bordering 
tven j - f Zaire and Tanzania on Lake 
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Tanganyika late Thursday. 

“We understand that four 
other barges with about 
4,000 refugees are still on 
die lake and could be head- 
ing for Mpulungu,” she 
added. 

The official said that her 
organisation was working 
closely with the U.N. high 
Commissioner for Refu- 
gees (UNHCR) and the 
Zambian government to re- 
settle the refugees. 

She said the living condi- 
tions at the small port were 
not good and warned that 
the situation could get seri- 
ous. . 

She also expressed con- 
cern at the security situa- 
tion in the area following 
the arrest of eight fleeing 
soldiers who came into the 
country with arms and 
ammunition last week. 

“The security situation 
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port,” she said. The Zam- 
bian government mean- 
while says it will give spe- 
cial refugee status to the 
fleeing soldiers caught with 
guns last week. 

Defence Secretary Jack 
Mubanga told reporters 

given, 

; $peciaJ : asyJum.s^s under j 
international laws. 

“We enjoy good relations 
with Zaire through the 
Joint Permanent Commis- 
sion on Defence and will 
discuss their handover as 
soon as they are settled,” he 
said. , 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan Thursday said 
dropping plans for an inter- 
national force to rescue re- 
fugees in eastern Zaire was 
premature. 

‘‘In retrospect the multi- 
national force should not 
have been disbanded,” Mr. 
Annan told a news confer- 
ence. He said it probably 
should be suspended in or- 
der to be activated at a later 
date if needed. 

“In the absence of the 
willing and the will, there 
is little the United Nations 
can do in terms of putting 
in a force to help stranded 
refugees,” he said. 

Plans for a force organ- 
ised by Canada were aban- 
doned in December after 
refugees began to return to 
Rwanda from Zaire amid a 
revolt against the Zairean 
government. { The United 
States and others disputed 
U.N. figures about how 
many refugees were 
trapped in Zaire. 

But Mr. Annan cautioned 
that if a force needed to be 
put together again some 
kind of ceasefire would 
mi» ,m have to be in effect — one 
aim of U.N. envoy Mo- 
u '■ v *,|,( u-p 1 ^ hanunad -Sahnoun who ex- 
i^MiiA pects to visit Zaire this 
week. 

Meanwhile, Zairean rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila said 
Thursday his forces were 
advancing on multiple 
fronts despite government 
warplanes dropping na- 
palm and had seized the 
main town in the northeast 
comer of Zaire. 

“Onr forces captured Fa- 
radje. laie yesterday (Wed- 
nesday),’’ Mr. Kabila told 
reporters in this eastern 
town facing Burundi. 
“They have now cleared 
the way up to the Sudan 
border.” 

If true, the capture of Fa- 
radje would mean the re- 
s j .,. 111 '., bels since October have 
I ! . ! : , r .' ' i captured a Swath of eastern 

■ ! . i : ^ territory at least 1,095 kilo- 

long bordering 
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Uganda. Rwanda, Burundi 
and Tanzania 
Faradje is the most nortii- 
easterly town in Zaire. 



A U.S. soldier OeftJ shakes hands with a Bosnian Muslim boy just outside the north- 
ern town of Brcko Thursday (Reuter photo) 

Russian president rules out 
rushed changes to constitution 


MOSCOW (Rj — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, ma- 
king his first radio address 
since he fell ill with Pneu- 
monia. Friday ruled out has- 
ty constitutional amend- 
ments sought by his politi- 
cal foes to reduce his pow- 
ers or oust him. 

“Amendments and addi- 
tions can be made to (the 
constitution) but you should 
not irush-this. It. must be. a 
neittfral' process.” Mr. Yel- 
tsin said, speaking clearly 
but slowly and with a 
slightly hoarse voice in a 
six-minute address. 

The 66-year-old presi- 
dent, who is still recovering 
from the Pneumonia he suf- 
fered last month, reaffirmed 
his government’s commit- 
ment to pay all pension ar- 
rears and again made clear 
he would not let the rebel 
Cbechenya region secede. 

“There can be no one-si- 
ded decisions in our rela- 
tions,” said Mr. Yeltsin. 

The president has had at 
least two heart attacks, he 


had heart surgery last No- 
vember and he spent 12 
days in hospital with pneu- 
monia last month. 

Communist opposition lea- 
ders are seeking to oust Mr. 
Yeltsin on health grounds and 
the lower house of parliament 
was due to debate a resolu- 
tion on their proposals Fri- 
day. 

Regulations for removing 
a sick president are vague 
and the opposition’s chan- 
ces of ousting him are min- 
imal. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s poor health 
has prompted concern over 
the constitution, which was 
approved in a nationwide 
referendum in December 
1993 and which gives the 
president vast powers. 

Proposals for constitutio- 
nal changes include allow- 
ing Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin to serve as 
president until the end of 
Mr. Yeltsin’s scheduled 
term if the president dies in 
office, reducing the presi- 
dent’s powers, setting up a 


state council to govern or 
having the next president 
chosen by Mr. Yeltsin. 

Mr. Yeltsin last made a full 
address to the Russian people 
in December Russian 
Television has shown him 
several times since then at 
meetings with Russian and 
visiting foreign leaders. He 
has looked thin and some- 
times bad a glazed look. 

Turning to Chechenyp, , 
Mr. Yeltsin safd the break- 
away region’s newly-elect- 
ed President Aslan Maskha- 
dov should concentrate on 
sorting out problems within 
Chechenya, including ensu- 
ring good relations between 
Chechens and ethnic Rus- 
sians who live there. 

“A great responsibility lies 
with die leadership of Che- 
chenya,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Touching on unpaid pen- 
sions, which has caused 
widespread anger. Mr. Yel- 
tsin said the government 
would pay pensions on time 
from now on and that all pen- 
sion arrears would be settled. 


Police arrest 7 after Sri Lanka MP killing 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka police arrest- 
ed the brother of a former mayor and six 
others in connection with the killing of a 
ruling coalition legislator whose death 
sparked riots in southern Sri Lanka this 
week, police said Friday. 

Colombo Police Headquarters said in a 
statement that a special police squad prob- 
ing the killing of Nalanda Ellawala had 
arrested Sunil Prematilleke, brother of ex- 
Ramapura Mayor Mahinda Ramatilleke. 

The two named suspects in the killing, 
Mr. Ratnatilleke and lawmaker Susan tha 
Punchinilame of the main opposition Uni- 
ted National Party (UNP), were not among 
those detained. 

Police sources in Ramapura said those 
arrested Friday were junior UNP activists 
involved in election campaign disturbances 
before the shooting. 

They have to be produced before a magis- 
trate within seven days under current emer- 
gency laws. 

Police Thursday issued a one million ru- 
pee ($17,500) reward for information lead- 


ing to the arrest of MP Punchinilame and 
ex-Mayor Ratnatilleke. 

Qunmeu shot and killed Ellawala. 29. a 
member of parliament from the ruling 
People’s Alliance Tuesday during a Road- 
side quarrel in Ramapura, 80 khomretres 
southeast of Colombo, between his support- 
ers and rivals from the UNP. 

Pro-People’s Alliance supporters in 
Ramapura set fire to scores of buildings 
owned by their UNP rivals in riots Tuesday 
and Wednesday, but the area was under 
control by the Thursday, police said. No 
one was hurt. 

People’s Alliance lawmakers said hun- 
dreds of thousands of people were expected 
to attend EUawala’s funeral Saturday and 
warned of more violence. 

The killing came a day before the dead- 
line for filing nominations in the March 21 
local elections, the first electoral contest 
between President Chandrika Kumararun- 
ga’s People's Alliance and the UNP since 
1994, when the alliance ousted the UNP 
from 17 years in power. 


Shuttle astronauts begin Hubble upgrade 


JOHNSON SPACE CEN- 
TRE, Texas (R) — Two 
spacewalking astronauts 
from shuttle Discovery 
eased the first of two new 
scientific instruments into 
the Hubble space telescope 
Friday, starting a $350 mil- 
lion orbital tune-up. 

Mark Lee and Steve 
Smith gently removed one 
of the telescope’s ageing 
instruments and replaced it 
with a state-of-the-an-spec- 

trograph, called Stis, that 
will aid astronomers seek- 
ing massive black holes. 

The installation of the 
$125 million instrument 
was the first item on the as- 
tronauts’ list of 10 upgrades 
for the orbiting observatory. 

It proved a little tricky to 
fit the 700 lb (320 kg), 
refrigerator-sized spectro- 


graph precisely inside the 
telescope, but the work was 
completed on time. 

“Nice job on that you 
guys,” said astronaut Joe 
Tanner, who monitored the 
spacewalk from the shut- 
tle’s cabin. “It was a lot 
harder than we thought,” 

An initial test of the 
instrument showed it was 
working properly, and the 
astronauts then turned their 
attention toward installing a 
$105 million multipurpose 
infrared camera, known as 
Nicmos. 

The camera’s detectors, 
cooled to -355 degrees Fah- 
renheit (-215 Celsius) by a 
block of frozen nitrogen, 
will allow astronomers to 
see deeper into the universe 
and peer through veils of 
dust to see newborn stars. 


Scientists hoped the instru- 
ment will also take the first 
images of planets orbiting 
distant stars. 

Lee and Smith, wearing 
bulky white spacesuits, be- 
gan the planned six-hour 
spacewalk at about 11:45 
p.m. est (0445 GMT Friday 
j as the shuttle soared 575 
kilometres above Australia. 

“Oh ray gosh, beautiful,” 
said Smith as he floated out- 
side with the gleaming, sil- 
ver observatory towering 
overhead. “Wow, look ar 
that telescope,” added Lee. 

The start of the spacewalk 
was held up for one hour 
and 45 minutes after one of 
the telescope’s two fragile 
solar arrays swung round 
violently and unexpectedly. 


Bosnian Federation cautiously 
welcomes Brcko decision 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — Ejup 
Ganic, vice-president of the 
Muslim-Croat Federation 
— one of post-war Bosnia’s 
two entities — gave a cau- 
tious welcome Friday to a 
decision to place the disput- 
ed town of Brcko under in- 
ternational supervision for a 
year. 

“We are one step closer to 
justice,” Mr. Ganic, who is 
Muslim, told CNN in an 
interview monitored here. 
He said the decision would 
give Croats and Muslims 
the opportunity to return to 
the city. The federation 
claims that Brcko, a key 
strategic town in northern 
Bosnia captured by the 
Serbs in 1992, should be 
theirs because it had a non- 
Serb majority before the 
war. 

The fate of the town, 
which is also claimed by 
Bosnia's other entity — the 
Republika Srpska, was the 
one issue left unresolved in 
Dayton. An international ar- 
bitration commission an- 
nounced in Rome Friday 
that Brcko would be placed 
under temporary interna- 
tional supervision for one 
year until a final decision 
was made. “My message 
would be that justice is 
coming in steps. Now we 
have much more justice 
than a year ago ... We hope 
that international supervi- 
sion will restore the city ro 
bow it was and that will 
bring us closer to justice.” 


he said. 

He said the decision 
meant that the federation 
would open trade with 
Croatia and Seibia and Eu- 
rope “because Brcko is the 
main gaie for us to export 
and import goods.” Mr. Ga- 
nic said the federation 
hoped whoever was chosen 
as administrator would be 
someone with “experience 
... who would see multi-eth- 
nicity as an advantage ” He 
said that he expected that 
Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbego vie, who had threa- 
tened to resign if the city 
were awarded to the Serbs, 
would now stay in his post. 

“Since Brcko now is not 
given to the Republika 
Srpska, it is practically gi- 
ven to the international 
community' to run for one 
year, I hope that the presi- 
dent will continue with his 
duty,” Mr. Ganic said. 

“The past is over, indicted 
war criminals should go to 
the Hague and we should 
look to the future,” he said. 

The United States Thurs- 
day stressed the need for 
quick international action to 
support the controversial 
decision on the fate of Br- 
cko. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums refused 
to comment on what con- 
clusion Roberts Owens, the 
American arbitrator han- 
dling the Brcko case, had 
arrived aL 

“It’s a very emotional 


issue ... We think it’s one 
that has to be handled quite 
sensitively,” he told repor- 
ters. 

But he insisted “1 don’t 
want to assume the worst is 
going to happen” and war 
will reignile. 

The 1995 U.S.-mediated 
Dayton Peace Accords 
“have turned the situation 
around for the better, and 
we expect that that trend 
will continue,” Mr. Bums 
said. 

Meanwhile, Several Bos- 
nian Muslim families were 
expelled from Croat-held 
western Mostar overnight 
despite solemn pledges 
from Croat authorities to 
pur a halt to “ethnic cleans- 
ing.” U.N. police monitors 
reported Thursday. 

“Unfortunately, we have 
reports that overnight four 
or five expulsions may have 
taken place. These cases are 
currently being investigat- 
ed.” United Nations spokes- 
man Alexander Ivanko told 
a news conference. 

International police moni- 
tors received the reports of 
evictions only hours after 
Croat leaders promised their 
Muslim counterparts they 
would halt a wave of evic- 
tions and defuse tensions in 
the divided town in south- 
west Bosnia. 

In the worst violence 
since a peace agreement 
was reached in November 
1995, Croat men opened 
fire and stabbed Muslims 


trying to visit a cemetery on 
the west side Monday, leav- 
ing one dead and 22 wound- 
ed. 

U.N. human rights work- 
ers said the few Muslims 
and Serbs remaining in wes- 
tern Mostar were under seri- 
ous threat due to the height- 
ened tensions. 

International police recor- 
ded 34 cases of expulsions 
Monday and Tuesday night 
in western Mostar. Ivanko 
said. 

International police, es- 
corted by NATO peace 
troops, brought back three 
families to their apartments 
in western Mostar Wednes- 
day. Croat police in western 
Mostar for the first time 
assisted with the return. Mr. 
Ivanko said. 

The Muslims who came 
back discovered locks on 
their doors had been 
changed or valuables stolen. 
One man received threats 
over the telephone immedi- 
ately on returning home. 
Mr. Ivanko said. 

Troops from the NATO- 
led Peace Stabilisation 
Force iSFORl kepi up pat- 
rols and manned check- 
points Thursday to try to 
deter further Violence bet- 
ween rival Muslim and 
Croat communities. 

SFOR spokesman Major 
Andrew Saddleton said ilte 
town was “tense but calm" 
after gunfire and three ex- 
plosions were reported 
overnight. 


Taleban play down fighting in east Afghanistan 


KABUL (R) — Afghanis- 
tan’s Islamic Taleban militia 
has sent reinforcements to 
the eastern province of Ku- 
nar. a Taleban official said, 
but he played down the sig- 
nificance of fighting in the 
area. 

“During (the Islamic holi- 
day of) Eid the enemy 
launched an attack.” Tale- 
ban Information Minister 
Amir Khan MuLaqi. said. . ... 

“Yesterday government 
forces cleared the opposi- 
tion and recaptured the area. 
Some 500 men have been 
sent as reinforcements," Mr. 
Mutaqi told repeaters. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of his com- 
ments. 

Mr. Mutaqi said the oppo- 
sition bad not captured any 


significant territory. 

“The ground that the 
opposition managed to cap- 
ture was mostly deserted 
mountainous areas where 
there was no Taleban pres- 
ence.” be said. 

The Taleban have taken 
control of about two-thirds 
of Afghanistan since captur- 
ing the Afghan capital Ka- 
bul on Sept. 27. 

. Mr. Mutaqi denied specu- 
lation that the opposition 
had advanced close to Ku- 
nar’s provincial capital. As- 
sadabad. 

“They haven’t captured 
any important areas and are 
not near Assadabad. We 
have only sent reinforce- 
ments to prevent infiltration 
from Badakshan province.” 
be said. 


Badakshan. on Kunar’s 
northern border, is held by 
troops loyal to the anti -Ta- 
leban alliance of ousted go- 
vernment military chief Ah- 
mad Shah Masoud and nor- 
thern General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum. 

Kunar is some 200 kilo- 
metres east of Kabul on the 
border between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. 

Mr. Mutaqi said fighting 
had died down Thursday 
but that the Taleban intend- 
ed to cany out the opera- 
tion. 

“The situation was normal 
today, but we intend to clear 
the rest of the area where 
we believe the enemy to 
be." he said. 

The Taleban, who are 
committed to bringing their 


strict version of Islamic 
Sharia Law to the country, 
have scored significant vic- 
tories over the opposition 
alliance in the past month. 

In two offensives they 
managed to drive the al- 
liance forces back about 70 
kilometres. 

The frontline north of Ka- 
bul is now about 1 10 kilo- 
metres from the city. - 

At the same news confer- 
ence Thursday, Mr. Mutaqi 
said an amnesty offered by 
the Taleban earlier in the 
week was not extended to 
leaders of the opposition. 

“The amnesty is for the 
people who had no choice 
but to work with the opposi- 
tion. The big commanders 
such as Dostum are not 
included,” he said. 


Ecuador’s new president fires 6,000 civil servants 


QUITO (AFP) — In his 
first act as Ecuador’s new 
president, Fabian Alarcon 
fired thousands of civil ser- 
vants recruited under his 
predecessor Abdala Buca- 
ram, who in turn blasted 
bankers and businessmen 
for orchestrating his ouster. 

Mr. Bucaram, 45. was 
ousted from the presidency 
by Congress one week ago 
in a vote that accused him 
of corruption and nepotism 
and ruled him insane and 
unfit to govern. 

Mr. Alarcon, who was 
elected by Congress late 
Tuesday, ordered the dis- 
missal of some 6.000 work- 
ers hired under Mr. Buca- 
ram and the rehiring of 
about 3,000 employees who 
had been dismissed during 
his predecessor’s rule. 

One of the fired employ- 
ees, Rosa Oliveros. refused 
to leave her Quito office 
quietly Thursday. 

“You can’t do this to me,” 
she cried as others calling 
her a Bucaram supporter 
tried to get her to leave her 
desk. “I have a sick husband 
and three children to feed” 

Mr. Alarcon Thursday al- 
so appointed four new cabi- 
net minis ters — defence, 
finance, health and public 


works — in addition to the 
two ministers of govern- 
ment and the presidency he 
named at his inauguration. 

In addition, five members 
of an Ecuadorian committee 
trying to resolve a border 
dispute with neighbouring 
Peru tendered their resigna- 
tions to Mr. Alarcon out of 
respect for his new adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. Bucaram ’s ouster fol- 
lowed nationwide protests 
against austerity measures 
that sparked sharp price 
increases for basic goods in 
this impoverished Andean 
country. 

The former president 
claimed Thursday his ouster 
was orchestrated by “ban- 
kers and businessmen" who 
disagreed with his tough 
economic measures. 

“There’s a dictatorship in 
Ecuador,” Mr. Bucaram 
said on arrival in Buenos 
Aires from Panama, where 
he is in self-imposed exile. 

“I am the (legitimate) pre- 
sident because I was never 
beaten in elections,” he 
said. 

Mr. Bucaram, who has not 
recognised his ouster, said 
the actions of the Ecuado- 
rian Congress were tanta- 
mount to a “coup d’etat'' 


Mr. Bucaram met Thursday 
with Argentine President 
Carlos Menem, telling re- 
porters later Mr. Menem 
had promised that “Argenti- 
na will raise its voice in pro- 
test” over Ecuador’s consti- 
tutional crisis at the Organi- 
sation of American States 
and the United Nations and 
other international bodies. 

Both Mr. Bucaram and 
Mr. Menem are notorious 
for their high-profile eccen- 
tricities. In the past, Mr. 
Menem has played soccer 
with Argentina's national 
team and invited U.S. sin- 
ger Madonna to the govern- 
ment residence for dinner. 

As president, Mr. Buca- 
ram, who adopted the nick- 
name “El Loco” (the Crazy 
One), recorded an album 
with a Uruguayan pop 
group and invited Lorena 
Bobbitt — famous for hav- 
ing sliced off her husband's 
penis — to the government 
mansion. 

Mr. Bucaram is the son of 
a L« ’lanese immigrant, 
while Mr. Menem’s family 
came originally from Syria. 

Mr. Bucaram announced 
he also intends to travel to 
other Latin American coun- 
tries. Europe and Arab na- 
tions to drum up support for 


his reinstatement He did 
not rule out a visit to Wa- 
shington. 

Mr. Alarcon said he was 
planning a campaign of his 
own and told reporters 
Thursday his Foreign Mi- 
nistry would “inform the 
world what really happened 
in Ecuador.” Monsignor 
Antonio Arregui, the secre- 
tary general of Ecuador's 
Episcopal Conference and 
the country’s top Catholic 
cleric, said that Mr. Buca- 
ram should be punished for 
any laws that he broke 
before he could be forgiven 
by his fellow Ecuadorians. 

“Christian forgiveness 
implies first punishment for 
the transgressions that were 
committed,” he said. “We 
must know what we are for- 
giving.” 

Mr. Alarcon said Thurs- 
day that Ecuador would ho- 
nour its foreign financial 
obligations, a statement de- 
signed to calm investors jit- 
tery after earlier calls to re- 
direct money from foreign 
debt payments to social 
welfare programmes. 

Mr. Alarcon said that 45 
per cent of Ecuador's S5.7 
billion annual budget would 
be allotted to repaying debts 
of all kinds. 


Clinton outraged at killing of British soldier 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton 
Thursday condemned the 
“callous” killing of a British 
soldier by a suspected IRA 
gunman and urged pro-Bri- 
tish loyalists in Northern 
Ireland to show restraint. 

The 23-year-old soldier 
was manning a checkpoint 
outside the village of Bes- 
sbrook in Northern Ireland 
when he was hit by a shot 
from a high velocity rifle 
Wednesday night. 

“I am grieved and out- 
raged by the callous killing 


of a British soldier in Nor- 
thern Ireland yesterday.” 
Mr. Clinton said in a written 
statement “The first lady 
and I extend our deepest 
sympathy to the soldier's 
family and to the British 
government and people on 
the loss of this young man.” 
There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility but 
the British and Irish govern- 
ments quickly blamed the 
Irish Republican Army 
(ERA), which is fighting to 
oust Britain and reunite the 
province with the rest of 


Ireland. 

“All those who care about 
the future of northern Ire- 
land must join me in con- 
demning this cowardly 
crime.” Mr. Clinton said. “I 
remain convinced that the 
people of both of Northern 
Ireland’s traditions want to 
take the path of peace and 
reconciliation, not hatred 
and violence.” 

The killing was the first 
since the IRA bombed a 
British army base last Octo- 
ber killing one soldier and 
injuring 30 and it put a fur- 


ther strain on a ceasefire by 
the IRA’s Protestant loyalist 
foes. The IRA ended its own 
ceasefire a year ago. 

“The loyalists and their 
leaders have shown great 
courage and restraint in not 
allowing themselves to be 
drawn into an escalating 
spiral of violence. I urge 
them to remain steadfast” 
Mr. Clinton said. 

He said peace talks in Bel- 
fast, chaired by special U.S. 
envoy George Mitchell, still 
had his full support. 
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Centre has appeal 


ONGOING EFFORTS to merge nine self- 
styled nationalist and centrist political groups 
into a new middle-of-the-road party deserve 
to be encouraged even though the attainment 
of their objective might be easier said than 
done. The nine parties compromise various 
trends and political perspectives with differ- 
ing views even on fundamental policy issues. 
Finding common denominators on them 
would not be easy. But the fact that they now 
share a common desire to unite their forces on 
the basis of a consensus that promises to 
bring them together under one umbrella is in 
itself a development that should be promot- 
ed and supported. 

The country’s parliamentary life stands to 
gain from the consolidation of the existing 
two-digit parties into three major political 
currents. On the two extreme sides of the 
political spectrum, we have already a con- 
stellation of small parties on the left and the 
powerful Islamists on the right It stands to 
reason then the centrist forces close ranks 
around a broad-based programme in prepa- 
ration for the next round of parliamentary 
elections expected to be held in the fall. The 
crystallisation of only three m^jor political 
currents would surely lend greater support 
for the democratisation process, if only 
because the continued existence of so many 
small groups with marginal differences 
among them undermines them all. 

The biggest challenge to the self-designated 
centrist parties, however, is to expand and 
broaden the composition and base of their 
constituencies so that they may draw political 
strength from all Jordanians irrespective of 
their origin. The Islamists and leftists have 
succeeded in drawing political support from 
all Jordanians and in this sense they can 
claim to have contributed to national unity. 
For the most part, though, the centrists have 
yet to succeed in winning some backing from 
like-minded Jordanians. Their failure or 
success in their new endeavour would surely 
depend on their ability to lure those citizens to 
their side. Given the fact that there are among 
the nine several political shades and profiles, 
there is no doubt that their aim could be 
attained in due course. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


LACK OF family planning in Jordan was the theme of 
an article by a writer for Al Ra’i daily which said that 
it is the prime responsible cause for the countiy's main 
economic ills, namely: poverty and unemployment. 
Yousef Abdullah Hamoud said what applies to Jordan 
is also true in the rest of the Arab countries which lack 
any plan for curtailing a population explosion which is 
bound to keep them backward and face mounting prob- 
lems. Comparing the Arab World with advanced 
notions in the West, the writer said estimates indicate 
that in only 1 S years, the size of the population in Syria. 
Iraq and other Arab countries is bound to double, while 
in Western nations like Norway, Sweden or Denmark, 
it will lake several hundred years to see the present 
population double in size. The writer said this means 
that the advanced nations of the world make plans not 
only with regard to economic matters but also regard- 
ing demography, to ensure a decent standard of living 
for their population. He said it is regrettable that none 
of the Arab countries has encouraged family planning 
at the national level or ever thought of a rational plan 
to help the future generations avert socio-economic 
problems like those facing the Arabs at present. 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour called for the creation of a 
special fund, to be financed mainly by the wealthy 
Palestinians living abroad, to buy the houses of the 
Jewish settlers set up on Arab lands of Palestine. Taher 
Adwan said that a survey conducted in Israel in the past 
few years showed that 60 per cent of the settlers are 
willing to sell their houses, especially as they own oth- 
ers in Israeli cities and have bought extra houses in the 
settlements for the purpose of selling them later at a 
profit. The wealthy Palestinians can create a special 
fund, which might draw financing from other wealthy 
.Arabs as well, in order to finance the purchase of the 
settlers' houses and they have to remember that the 
Zionists seized the Arab territories not only by force of 
arms but also through huge funds supplied by rich Jews 
in America and other parts of the world, said the writer. 
It is painful to see and hear that rich Jews are buying 
Palestinian lands and houses at a time when rich Arabs 
can buy back their lands and their homes as a way of 
curtailing Israeli expansion in the Arab region, con- 
cluded the writer. 


By Dr- Musa Keilani 


Jordanian Perspective _ — ^ 

Peace process will not advance unless 
Israel complies with accords’ requirements 


THE TALKS Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu held in Washington over the weekend are 
definitely the opening of a new phase in the Middle 
East peace process, particularly on the stagnant Israeli- 
Syrian and Israeli -Lebanese tracks. The course was set 
on the Palestinian track with the signing of the Hebron 
agreement last month. 

There is every indication that LLS. President Bill 
Clinton, by inviting Mr. Netanyahu, Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat. Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and 
His Majesty King Hussein to separate White House 
talks in February and March is showing his determina- 
tion to advance the peace process. As such, it is up to 
the parties directly involved in the conflict to accept the 
U.S. efforts in good faith and meet the requirements of 
just peace. 

The paramount question in this respect is whether Mr. 
Netanyahu is sincerely interested in making peace or is 
being reluctantly propelled into continuing the process 


Golan would be returned to Syrian sovereign 
a process of negotia^ns 


We do agree the fate of settlements, Arab East a process ot demand for an 

Jerusalem and Palestinian refugees are issues that of both sides. Therefore, nir 7 nt - Golan to Syria is 
should be negotiated and settled between Israel and the Israeli affirmation that theretum otuo^ fectly 
Palestinians. But Mr. Netanyahu's actions on the the ultimate objective of the negotiation. . p j 


ground clearly indicate that he is trying to predetermine 
the outcome of the negotiations by creating new reali- 
ties on the ground, meaning that Israeli is willing to 
give the Palestinians only what it really wants to give 
and this is far short of meeting the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinians. And. regardless of the cosmetic Israeli 
actions we saw so far, we are really concerned over 
what the Palestinians would actually get in the end. 


Mr. Netanyahu's assertion that the Golan is vital 
not only to Israeli security but also to meeting ^euater 


lltll UUiJ iW L-W— -J — i L . 

needs of the Jewish state seriously undermines nopes 
for a just settlement on the Syrian-Israeli track or nego- 

tiations. , » j u ,. 

An analogy of the Israeli-Synan situation could be a 
hypothetical Syrian occupation of key water sources in 
Turkey and refusal to discuss the return of those sources 
to Turkey 'as part of a peace agreement. Or Iraq doing 
the same thing with Syria. 

Washington clearly understands the Syrian position 
vis-i-vis peace with Israel. It was refreshing to hear the 


The paramount question in this respect is whether Mr. “Mr. Netanyahu’s actions OH the wStin^ncl^y understands the Syrian position 
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Therefore, the Labour Party should be given the real 
credit for the progress made so far in the peace process. 

We have heard loud proclamations of commitment to 
the peace process from Mr. Netanyahu, but have seen 
little in realisation of that commitment 

Despite the signing of the Hebron agreement and 
undertaking to implement further steps as called for in 
the Oslo agreements, it cannot be fully asserted that Mr. 
Netanyahu has displayed a total commitment to achiev- 


Palestinians only what it really many now assume as her natural pro-Israeli bias 
wants to give and this is far short of 

meeting the legitimate rights OJ the are not conducive to the objective of achieving compre- 
Pn/pcrimVin? 99 hensive peace in good faith in the Middle East. 

riucsunuins. Definitely, such a message is the inherent theme that 

the other Mideastem leaders will be taking to 

— Washington in March. 

Indeed, it is quite possible that Syrian and Israeli 


mg peace with the The ; reasons are several similarly, Mr. Netanyahu is kidding none but himself negotiators could resume talks soon, but it is. unlikely 

— the continued expansion ot Jewish settlements, .*7 i o C 


— the continued expansion ot Jewisn settlements, 
stepped-up measures to consolidate the Israeli grip on 
Arab East Jerusalem and a totally indifferent approach 
to discussing the fate of the displaced Palestinians and 
Palestinian refugees. A real commitment to peace with 
the Palestinians definitely means the acceptance of the 
reality that Israel cannot hold Palestinian rights to ran- 


if he seriously believes that he could achieve peace with 
Syria without returning the Golan Heights to its rightful 
owners. He describes the Syrians as stubborn, but there 
is little ground to that argument After all Syria, like 
other Arab victims of Israeli aggression, entered the 
peace process with the clear understanding that the 


that they will make any tangible progress as long as 
Israel does not abandon its greed for Arab land and 
resources and does not accept that peace requires sacri- 
fices. And, in this case. Israel will be making no sacri- 
fice by returning Arab land to Arabs but will be serving 
the real cause of peace. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


LETTERS 


Mideastern leaders’ meetings in U.S. give hope 
for positive American approach to region’s issues 


Hope for better economy 


To the Editor: 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE ARABIC dailies last 
week gave prominence to 
the Middle East question 
in light of expected Arab 
leaders’ visits to 
Washington, in March, 
and Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s visit to the 
United States, develop- 
ments within the Islamic 
movement in Jordan, the 
situation in Sudan and 
domestic affairs. 

Taher Adwan. a writer 
for A1 Dustour. said the 
meetings of leaders of 
Middle Eastern countries 
in the U.S. give renewed 
hope that the Palestine 
question, as well as die 
negotiations on the 
Israeii-Syrian and Israeli- 
Lebanese tracks, will be 
tackled in a different light, 
following the appointment 
of new officials within the 
American administration. 

It is hoped that the lead- 
ers will give due attention 
to the economic condi- 
tions in the region, and not 
only to the political issues, 
because any easing of ten- 
sion in the region depends 
on an improvement in the 
economic situation, said 
the writer. 

He said the economic 
conditions in Palestine 
and Jordan should be 
addressed so that a gen- 
uine and lasting peace can 
be attained. The writer 

expressed hope that the 
Arab leaders visiting 
Washington will also take 
the initiative and hold 
other meetings with the 
Arab leaders, at summit 
level, in order to chart 
new political and econom- 
ic strategies for the Arab 
region. 

In light of the U.S. 
administration officials' 
recent statements that the 
Middle East remains at 
the top of the list of prior- 
ities in President Clinton’s 
second term in office, one 
can feel optimistic that 
attention will be focused 
on ways to achieve a last- 
ing peace, said Ahmad 
Misleh, a writer for A1 
Ra’i. 

But he said the basic 
issues in the region are 
still unresolved and the 
situation could easily 
deteriorate if Israel pur- 
sues its present policies of 
building settlements on 
Arab lands and refuses to 
withdraw its forces from 


lands occupied since the 
1967 war. 

What is needed for a 
permanent peace , is total 
Israeli withdrawal not 
only from Palestinian 
lands but also from the 
Syrian and Lebanese terri- 
tories, said the writer who 
noted that Washington, 
the sponsor of the peace 
process, bears a heavy 
responsibility in this mar- 
ten it is hoped, added the 
writer, that under the 
Clinton administration 
practical and determined 
steps will be taken to 
ensure that peace. 

Delving on the same 
theme, Mohammad 
Barhoumeh. a writer for 
A1 Ra’i. said that Israel 
has no alternative but to 
implement U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 425 if 
it wants to have peace 
with Lebanon and stop 
resistance attacks on 
Israeli positions. 

Israel is also required to 
reopen negotiations with 
Syria on withdrawal of its 
occupation forces from 
the Golan Heights if it 
seeks peace with 
Damascus, said the writer. 

Referring to the heli- 
copters crash in which 
scores of Israeli forces 
died, the writer said that 
the incident should 
prompt the Israeli leaders 
to give serious considera- 
tion to withdrawing their 
forces from southern 
Lebanon, a step that 
would pave the ground for 
talks with Syria and a per- 
manent peace. 

The writer said that the 
Lebanese array, plus an 
international force, 
deployed along the 1967 
border lines between 
Lebanon and Syria, on the 
one hand, and Israel, on 
their other, are bound to 
help ensure the aspired 
peace. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh, a 
writer for AI Dustour, dis- 
cussed the release of 
Palestinian women pris- 
oners from Israeli jails 
and said the release does 
not mark the end of the 
tragedy and the ordeal of 
the male Palestinian pris- 
oners. 

The release of die 
women represents only a 
fraction of the require- 
ments to which Israel 
should remain committed 
and which, it is hoped, 
will be solved through the 
joint Israeli-Palestinian 


committees' meetings in 
March, said the writer. 

Each of the remaining 
outstanding. issues 

' requires' diligence, perse- 
verance and patience on 
the part of the Palestinian 
negotiators who will be 
discussing the crucial 
questions of detainees, 
refugees, the future of set- 
tlements and the status of 
Jerusalem, he added. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
condemned the killing in 
upper Egypt of seven 
Christian Copts heading 
for prayers in their church 
as perpetrated by elements 
hostile to Islam. 

Muslims are disgusted 
by this shameful and hor- 
rible attack which, Saleh 
Qallab said, was aimed at 
creating civil strife and 
renewed disturbances in 
the Arab country and at 
pressuring the Copts to 
ask for Western protection 
and foreign interference in 
Egypt’s internal affairs. 

The writer said that the 
Muslim mosque preachers 
should condemn this 
attack, call for religious 
tolerance and urge recon- 
ciliation and affection 
among the Muslim and 
Christian communities 
who, he said, stood 
together in the fight 
against foreign domina- 
tion. 

A wrirer for Al Ra’i 
daily discussed the views 
of Abdullah Akaileh, 
member of the Islamic 
Action Front party in 
Parliament, who called on 
the Islamists to join the 
government. 

w The views of Dr. 
Akaileh, who is one of the 
leading figures of the 
Islamic movement, con- 


Taher Adwan comment- 
ed on Dr. Akaileh's views, 
which were presented to 
die Muslim Brotherhood 
conference recently, by 
saying that his call for 
joining the government 
has caused a controversy 
- among the Islamists in 
Jordan. 

But he said that these 
views reflect Dr. Akaileh's 
concern with the opposi- 
tion parties in Jordan and 
the weak and ineffective 
strategies they have 
adopted so far vis-i-vis 
the government’s policies. 

The writer said that Dr. 
Akaileh's views reflect his 
drive to see the Islamists 
involved in a candid and 
democratic dialogue on 
the best means of serving 
the nation, despite the fact 
that they are opposed to 
the government’s views 
■ concerning political and 
economic issues. 

But he said, since these 
views call for joining the 
government, which is 
totally opposed to the 
Islamists’ views of ending 
all forms of normalisation 
with Israel they are bound 
to create heated debates 
within the Islamic move- 
ment in the coming few 
months that precede the 
general elections. 

Reflecting on the situa- 
tion in Sudan, a writer for 
Al Dustour said that Arab 


states opposed to the poli- 
cies or the Khartoum 


the Islamists’ thinking, 
especially as he calls for 
the Islamists to move 
away from the ranks of 


the opposition and try to 
bring about a change from 


bring about a change from 
within the government 
said Mohammad 

Barhoumeh. 

The writer said that Dr. 
Akaileh’s views, as pub- 
lished in the local press, 
reflect the Islamists’ deter- 


mination to participate 
actively in the country's 
political arena and affirm 
the need for political par- 
ties, especially the opposi- 
tion among them, to be 
involved directly in the 
country's social, econom- 
ic and political affairs. 


cies of the Khartoum 
regime should rally 
behind Sudan and prevent 
its partition — an objec- 
tive sought by the opposi- 
tion groups in the south, 
backed by foreign powers. 

Bilal Tall said Arab 
countries’ differences with 
the Khartoum regime 
should not prevent their 
support for the Sudanese 
people in its struggle to 
protect the water 
resources of the Nile 
River, the lifeline of Egypt 
and Sudan. 

The writer said that the 
war in Sudan is not a form 
of internal disturbances 
but rather an external 
aggression perpetrated by 
die Zionists and the 
Americans to subdue the 
Arab Nation and ensure 
domination of the Arab 
destiny. 

The writer said the 
Arabs should realise the 
evil intentions of the for- 
eign powers and their 
ambmous aims in this 
Arab country. 


Dr. Maher A. Waked, 
Amman. 


from its readers on m subUrnl T ^ 

Utters intended for ptihirnr i thy "' t!th to tackie ‘ I 
tain the writers. fuU ^ , W i Numideem J 

wtf. Names can 1,1 IZlTl address ** \ 

under social [dmtid only upon request and 


■ .. f .-: .mill 

! , iV 


, W.nhiuyM 

dic-hii.-: 

1 X i.ii, Israeli ki 

; . i i ll i» U K 

I ‘ .. ... Mil* A 


i t'lllpU'i 
!vSi\uVil I 
•. i i .llU'ii i 
.m i 

...» J In.' ihi 

-t/ili’ll 


i j; • ;i * \! ' • \U‘ 

l ■ ii I, I i ll.l’j-.f N 

' . !/d IV -.» 


; s.mili \r:i!>i 
; i v v. P 


\i'i 


! •. 


I WAS highly impressed the other day when a promi- 
nent Scandinavian business leader affirmed that Jordan 
is on its way to becoming a major commercial centre in 
the Middle East with many commercial and invest- 
ment corporations having chosen Amman to be the 
centre from where they set out for the Middle East The 
businessman stated that Jordan has achieved a high 
ratio of economic growth, that goes beyond even that 
of European countries, and cited the many qualities of 
Jordan which enable it to become the projected bub. 

This affirmation comes, however, amid the belief of 
many Jordanians that the country is in an economic 
impasse and plagued by recession and slow business, 
all adversely affecting the country’s economy. 

The Jordanians’ stand is not unique in the Arab coun- 
tries, or even in the developing countries, but it should 
not be allowed to spread a tragic tone hampering our 
fife. The financial strain we are under presently should 
not be regarded as a factor inherent in our economy, or 
of our own making, since on many occasions we have 
been the victims of the conflicts in the area, sometimes 
dragged into them against our own will. A good exam- 
ple to cite here is our abidance by the international boy- 
cott of Iraq, which badly affected our economic inter- 
ests. 

In Jordan. like anywwhere else, we have our short- 
comings. pitfalls and drawbacks that we understand 
and acknowledge, but these should not thwart our ener- 
gy and our endeavours, and make our life more diffi- 
cult; rather they should trigger the will to achieve and 
the spirit to build on our many achievements. 

A five-year economic and social development plan 
was set up for the years 1987-1993, which has a differ- 
ent approach from similar previous plans: there is a 
new economic philosophy, based on the efforts and 
endeavours of the private sector to achieve the hoped 
economic development and those of the public sector 
to achieve social development. 

The plan, among others, allows for the diminishing of 
the budget and balance of payment deficit and reducing 
the unemployment rate. 

Impartial monitoring of the economic outlook of the 
country depicts a much brighter picture than raanv 
have. 

The plan to allow for a 61 . 1 per cent of the total 1997 
investments to be the share of the private sector aims at 
df ficit “ a rale not exceeding 3 per 
cent of the GNP by the end of 1977, as well as Tower- 
rng the ratio of the foreign debt to GNP to no more than 
90 per cent by the end of the year. As far as easing the 
unemployment, a problem which affects both the eco- 
nonuc and social life of the country, the plan aims at 
reducing it to 9.6 per cent by the end of 1997. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Assad to pass ‘important’ message to Mubarak 

CAJRO (AFP) — Syrian Preside* Hafez A1 Assad is to 
send an miportanf message to his Egyptian counterpart, 
Hosni Mubarat, concerning the peace process with Israel 
a senior official said here Friday. Egyptian Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Musa told reporters that the message would be 
^vered here on Saturday by Syrian Vice President 
Abdul Hahrn Khaddam and Foreign Minister Farouk AJ 
Sharaa. Mr. Musa said the Syrian officials would make “a 
brief visit of a few hours to Cairo," and also hold talks 
with other Egyptian officials on the Middle East peace 
process. U.S. President Bill Clinton and Israeli Prime 
Mimsrer Benyamin Netanyahu launched a new campaign 
K> 8Pt “e Mideast peace process back on track during 
talks in Washington on Thursday and agreed to push Syria 
to join m the dialogue. 

Arab Israeli killed in gunfight 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — An Arab- Israeli 
villager was killed and three others injured on Friday after 
a road rage incident sparked clashes between rival clans 
west of Jerusalem, police said. 

The quarrel erupted in the village of Abu Gosh following 
a dispute between two drivers over who had right of way. 
The drivers called for help from their respective fa mili es, 
and when reinforcements arrived a gunbartle broke out, 
police said. The three injured were taken to hospital two 
of them in a serious condition, they added 

Saddam's son elected head of journalists 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein's wheelchair-bound son Uday was elected head of 
Iraq’s Journalists' Union on Friday. The 1.000-strong 
union elected President Saddam’s eldest son at an extra- 
ordinary general meeting, and later sent a delegation to 
his hospital bedside to secure his acceptance of the post. 
Uday. who is recovering from an anempt on his life in 
December, has headed the union in the past for two two- 
year terms, but he stepped down in 1996. Iraqi sources in 
Amman said Uday was struck by 14 bullets in the attack 
and left partially paralysed. 

Saudi Arabia cautions pilgrims 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Arabia on Friday warned Mus- 
lims not to bring political materials into the country on the 
annual Hajj pilgrimage to the Holy City of Mecca, which 
begins in ApriL “It is strictly forbidden for pilgrims to 
indroduce books, photographs or texts with a political or 
ideological character and violators will face severe pun- 
ishment,” according to an Interior Ministry statement car- 
ried by the official Saudi Press Agency (SPA). The minis- 
ter affirmed that Saudi authorities “are responsible for 
keeping the security of all the pilgrims.” Some 1.6 million 
pilgrims visited Mecca last year. Riyadh, at the beg innin g 
of February, warned against the use of any political pro- 
paganda during the pilgrimage. Following the Islamic 
revolution in Iran in 1979, Iranian pilgrims organised 
protests against the United States and Israel during the 
Hajj. 

Hizbollah praises Saudis in Khobar bombing 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The leader of the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah in Lebanon praised Saudi Arabia on Friday for 
‘-“refusing totaccept U.S. accusations” against his group in 
the deadly bombing of a U..S facility in the kingdom. U.S. 
press reports have said the attack on a dormitory in Kho- 
bar, Saudi Arabia, last July that killed 19 U.S. soldiers was 
carried out by a Hizbollah faction in Saudi Arabia with 
support from its Lebanese counterpart. Saudi officials 
have refused to confirm the reports, saying an investiga- 
tion is still underway. “The Saudis have proved their sense 
of justice in this affair and we hope to develop relations 
with them,” Hizbollah’s secretary general. Sheikh 
Mohammad Hussein Nasrallah, said. He said there are no 
Hizbollah factions in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain or the Pales- 
tinian territories. “There exists only one Hizbollah, 
Lebanese Hizbollah. and it only acts militarily against 
Israel’s occupation of South Lebanon,” said Sheikh Nas- 
ralJab. 

Three Copts killed in southern Egypt 

MINYA (AFP) — The bodies of three Coptic Christians, 
believed to have been killed by militants, were found Fri- 
day near a southern town where nine Copts were massa- 
cred in church earlier this week, police said. They said the 
bodies of a policeman, and a 60-year-old fisherman and 
his son were discovered in a field of the Abu Qurqas 
region of Minya province with their skulls riddled with 
bullets. It was believed to be the work of militants because 
a policeman — the last to be identified — was among 
the victims. Earlier, police said it could be a criminal 
attack. On Wednesday, several men with automatic 
weapons fired on a group of Coptic students taking a reli- 
gious lesson in Abu Qurqas. killing nine of them and 
wounding another five. The attack sparked condemnation 
from groups across the political spectrum. Around 110 
Copts have been slain since the outbreak of anti-govern- 
ment violence in March 1992 that has claimed the lives of 
more than 1,400 people. Minya has over the past two 
years become a stronghold of die main armed Islamic 
group, Gamaa Islamiyah whose primary target is the 
police. 

Prosecutors insist Iran gave assassins orders 

BERLIN (AFP) — German prosecutors said Friday that 
top Iranian leaders were behind the assassination of four 
Kurdish Iranian opposition figures in a repeat of allega- 
tions which have severely strained relations between the 
two countries. Prosecutors rejected protests from Tehran 
that it allegations were an insult to Islam and Iran, and 
criticised the “huge pressure" which Iranian authorities 
were trying to apply to the judicial process in Germany. 
“We have not insulted in any way Islam or its believers," 
federal prosecutor Bruno Jost said. Prosecutors first 
accused Iranian leaders of involvement in the 1992 assas- 
sinations in November, singling out Iran's spiritual leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamanei as the the man who gave the 
order for the killings in a Berlin restaurant. The accusa- 
tions provoked an outcry by Iranian leaders and hundreds 
of people demonstrated outside the German embassy in 
Tehran. Defence lawyers for five men — an Iranian and 
four Lebanese nationals — are due to put their case next 
before a verdict is reached in the middle of next month. 

Violence kills 11 in Mogadishu 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Eleven people were killed and 
1 8 others wounded during heavy factional fig h t in g in the 
Somali capita) Friday, witnesses said. The fighting pitted 
an alliance of militiamen loyal to north Mogadishu 
strongman Ali Mahdi Mohammad against fighters sup- 
porting Hussein Mohammad Aideed, whose fiefdom is 
south Mogadishu. The fierce clashes took place around 
the former United Nations compound m southwest 
Mogadishu's Medina district. A spokesman for Osman 
Hassan Ali Ato, an Mohammad ally, blamed Mr. Aideed 
for the latest fighting. An Aideed official however, coun- 
tered that an Ali Ato gunmen had started the fighting. 


Clinton sees 'renewed sense 
of promise' for Mideast peace 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton has said there is "a 
renewed sense of promise in 
the Middle East” after last 
month's Israeli-Palestinian 
agreement and urged a 
resumption of Israeli-Syrian 
negotiations to keep the 
momentum going. 

After three hours of talks 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, Mr. 
Clinton said Thursday that 
he was encouraged “that 
there are things worth work- 
ing on*’ regarding talks with 
Syria. 

Mr. Netanyahu, appearing 
with Mr. Clinton at a wrap- 
up news conference, praised 
the president as “an excep- 
tional Mend of Israel" and 
said he came out of their 
meeting with ‘'renewed 
confidence” about the possi- 
bility of progress on Middle 
East peace. 

The prime minister sug- 
gested Syria could show its 
good faith by reining in 
Hizbollah in southern 
Lebanon. He said it was no 
secret that Syria “has more 
than a minor influence in 
Lebanon.” 

Israel will not withdraw its 
troops from southern 
Lebanon because “if we 
simply walked away ... 
Hizbollah and other terror- 
ists would simply come to 
the (border) and attack our 
towns and villages.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

It was Mr. Clinton’s first 
meeting with Mr. Netanyahu 
since the Israeli leader and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat ended a dangerous 
impasse last month by 
agreeing to. then imple- 
menting, Israel’s long- 
delayed pullout from most 
of Hebron and parts of the 
West Bank. 

As they opened their talks, 
Mr. Clinton said Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
made “a terrific effort 
and I'm looking forward to 
the next steps.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, who took 
office in June' vowing to 
slow down the transfer of 
land to Palestinians, replied. 


“I think we've taken bold 
steps for peace.” 

“It’s time that we see such 
steps from our partners as 
well," the prime minister 
said. 

Mr. ClinLon opened the 
news conference by saying 
(hat Israel and the Palestini- 
ans have come a long way 
since Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu visited the White 
House in a crisis atmosphere 
last October after clashes in 
which more than 80 people 
died. “Now there is a 
renewed sense of promise in 
the Middle East," Mr. Clin- 
ton said, referring to the 
Hebroa agreement. 

Mr. Netanyahu was the 
first of four Middle East 
leaders scheduled to meet 
Mr. Clinton in coming 
weeks. The president also 
will see Mr. Arafat, Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak and King Hussein. 

Mr. Clinton said he talked 
with Mr. Netanyahu about 
ways to resume peace talks 
with Syria. Those discus- 
sions were broken off a year 
ago after militants carried 
out suicide bombings in 
Israel. 

Mr. Clinton said he was 
convinced that Mr. 
Netanyahu “has thought 
through a way consistent 
with the security of the peo- 
ple of Israel that a compre- 
hensive peace might be 
achieved." But he said a lot 
of things have to be 
resolved. 

In the meantime. Mr. Clin- 
ton refused to pressure Israel 
to withdraw its forces from 
southern Lebanon, saying it 
was imperative that Israel 
maintain its border security. 
“Therefore, I have believed 
that the United States should 
be somewhat deferential 
under these circumstances." 

Mr. Netanyahu was said to 
have brought to Washington 
a territorial compromise on 
the Golan, but there was no 
public discussion of its 
details. The United States 
believes Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad will not sign 
a peace agreement without 
getting back all of the 


plateau. 

Mr. Clinton said he bad 
"Nothing specific" to 

announce on prospects for a 
resumption of talks. 

“I would very much like 
to see the talks resume, and 
1 think it's an important 
pan of continuing the 

process, keeping it alive, 
keeping the momentum 
going," Mr. Clinton said. 

“I do feel encouraged by 
the discussions we've had." 
Mr. Clinton added. 

“I'm hopeful that we can 
get the Syrian track going 
again.” 

Mr. Clinton said the 

Hebron accord “was a brave 
and wise thing to do. Obvi- 
ously the United States 
wants to make whatever 
contribution we can to the 
continuation of a peace 
process." 

Mr. Netanyahu, in separate 
talks with U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright, 
said Israel has fulfilled com- 
mitments it made in agree- 
ments with the Palestinians 
and the Arabs and he 
expects the Palestinians to 
reciprocate. 

Specifically. Mr. 

Netanyahu demanded that 
the Palestinians close their 
quasi-government offices in 
Arab East Jerusalem and 
combat ,< teTTorism l M Gadi 
Baltiansky. the spokesman 
at the Israeli embassy, said. 

Mr. Netanyahu applauded 
the “decisive" role Mr. 
Clinton and his diplomatic 
staff played in prodding the 
Hebron deal along. 

“I think we’ve taken bold 
steps for peace.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. “It's time 
that we see such steps from 
our partners as well. And if 
we have this mutuality we 
will have I think a great 
future, a different future of 
hope for our children and 
our grandchilren." 

The prime minister also 
met new Defence Secretary 
William Cohen during his 
two-day Washington stay. 
He spends Saturday in 
New York before flying 
home. 


Palestinians warn of inevitable violence 


(Continued from page 1) 

Other committees will 
deal with Palestinian pris- 
oners in Israeli jails and so- 
called “people-to-people" 
measures to improve rela- 
tions between the Israeli 
and Palestinian popula- 
tions. 

After the release of virtu- 
ally all the female prisoners 
this week, about 3,000 
Palestinian men remain in 
Israeli jails, according to 
the PNA figures. 

Of those, some 1,800 are 
eligible for negotiated early 
release under the terms of 
the Hebron agreement, 
Palestinian officials said. 
Those who could be freed 
include elderly or ill-pris- 
oners and those who have 
served two-thirds of their 
sentences. 

The fate of the remaining 
prisoners is to be decided in 
the final phase of the peace 
process. 

Those talks, during which 


Palestinians want to obtain 
an independent state, are 
due to begin by mid-March 
and conclude by May 1999, 
the end of tbe five-year 
interim autonomy period 
covered by the 1995 Oslo 
accords. 

The so-called final status 
talks will deal with the 
most difficult issues sepa- 
rating Israelis and Palestini- 
ans — borders of the 
Palestinian entity, the fate 
of Jewish settlements in 
Palestinian lands, the return 
of Palestinian refugees and 
the future of Jerusalem. 

More than 20 members of 
Mr. Netanyhu’s parliamen- 
tary majority and a number 
of ministers loudly protest- 
ed over his failure to give 
the green light for the Har 
Horaa and Ras A1 Amud 
projects on Tuesday. 

Tbe officials even threat- 
ened to withdraw their sup- 
port for Mr. Netanyahu’s 
government if he did not 
quickly approve die pro- 


jects on his return from the 
United States early next 
week. 

Newspapers reported Fri- 
day Mr. Netanyahu told 
U.S. Congress members it 
no longer mattered whether 
(he PLO deleted clauses in 
its charter calling for 
Israel’s destruction. 

In the past, Mr. 
Netanyahu had complained 
repeatedly that the Pales- 
tinians violated the peace 
agreements with Israel by 
not completing the process 
of amending the Palestine 
Liberation Organisastion 
(PLO) charter. The Pales- 
tinians have insisted that 
they fulfilled their obliga- 
tions. 

However, Mr. Netanyahu 
told members of Congress' 
Internationa] Relations 
Committee in a meeting in 
Washington on Thursday 
that the covenant was no 
longer important, the 
Yediot Ahronot daily and 
Israel Radio reported. 


Netanyahu wants action against missiles 

(Continued from page 1) 


“Any country that sup- 
plies any of these countries 
with missile technology 
should be stopped,” Mr. . 
Netanyahu said. 

U.S. officials have also 
raised concerns with China 
and north Korea about mis- 
sile technology transfers to 
Iran and Syria. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s talks at 
the White House were the 
first of four meetings 
planned in coming weeks 
with the U.S. president to 
assess the Middle East 
peace process. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat will meet Mr. Clin- 
ton on March 3, followed 
by Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak on March 
10 and King Hussein on 
March 18. 

In his remarks, Mr. 
Netanyahu also strongly 
criticised the Palestinians, 
charging that they had 
failed to make good on 
promises to damp down on 


“terrorism" and renounce 
violence. 

“I think Mr. Arafat has 
done a number of things 
that are important. He has 
begun a process. To com- 
plete it, he has not only to 
comply with commitments 
he has to not make his 
peace with those who 
oppose peace," he said. 

Concerning Syria, Mr. 
Netanyahu reiterated that 
there should be no “pre- 
conditions” for peace talks 
and that he could not be 
bound by promises made by 
the previous government. 

Talks between Israel's 
former Labour government 
and Syria broke down a 
year ago during a wave of 
suicide bombings. 

An Israeli official said 
that discussions between 
Mr. Netanyahu and Presi- 
dent Clinton achieved no 
breakthrough in efforts to 
resume peace talks with 
Syria. 

“I think there is still no 
breakthrough between U.S. 


and the Syrians," Israeli 
cabinet Secretary Danny 
Naveh told Israel Radio in a 
telephone interview from 
Washington. 

“We are seeking a formu- 
la that will bring renewal of 
the negotiations between 
Israel and Syria. The dis- 
cussion between the prime 
minister and President Clin- 
ton dealt with that among 
other things yesterday but I 
cannot say that at this stage 
there is a breakthrough." 

Mr. Naveh said Mr. 
Netanyahu had brought a 
“creative” formula for 
restarting tbe Syrian-Israeli 
talks But Mr. Naveh 
declined to elaborate. 

Asked if the next stage 
would be a U.S. envoy tak- 
ing Israel's proposals to 
Damascus, Mr. Naveh said: 
“I don’t think we’ve 
reached that stage. I think 
after tbe visit here, the 
American administration 
will be in contact also with 
the Syrians.” 



A Palestinian boy aims his toy pistol at an Israeli soldier during a scuffle on Friday 
in Hebron town, where Israel has allowed Palestinian merchants to reopen their 
stores that have been closed for nearly three years. The scuffle broke out when Pales- 
tinian merchants demanded that they be allowed to open their stores for business 
while Israel said it had only allowed them to open their shutters to make repairs 
(Reuters photo) 


Experts to speed up Iraq contracts 


(Continued from page 1) 

Iraq meanwhile denied claims by ihe United 
States that it was delaying the arrival of food 
and medical supplies to its own people. 

“Everybody knows well that the American 
envoy (at the U.N. Sanctions Committee) is the 
reason for the delay of the arrival of foodstuffs 
and medicines to Iraq," a Foreign Ministry 
source said in a statement reported by the offi- 
cial Iraqi News Agency. 

State Department spokesman Nicholas Bums 
acknowledged the delays on Monday but attrib- 
uted the main reason to Baghdad's insistence to 
deny U.N. monitors the fall freedom of move- 
ment it promised to give under the deal. 

“This is getting to be farcical...If anyone is to 
blame for U.N. Resolution 986's slowness it is 
the Iraqi government themselves," Mr. Bums 
said. 

The Iraqi spokesman accused Mr. Bums of 
lying and said “U.N. officials before others 
viewed his remarks with derision." 

“Coordination between the concerned Iraqi 
authorities and the U.N. secretariat and the U.N. 
coordinator’s office in Baghdad takes place 
every day... -There is fall coordination to start the 
implementation of the memorandum of under- 


standing once (he fnodMul'ls .mu medicines 
arrive in Iraq." he said. 

The Iraqi source said Iraq had submitted more 
than 120 contracts for the purchase of food and 
medicine since the deal went through but only 
four of them passed the Sanctions Committee 
due to hurdles placed by the U.S. envoy. 

On another front, a U.N. official said Thurs- 
day fresh Iraqi excavations have failed to 
unearth more wreckage of its banned missiles. 

“They (Iraqis) have not uncovered any more 
missile pans since the arrival of a new team of 
U.N. inspectors.” Roger Knight, assistant direc- 
tor of Baghdad's Ongoing Monitoring and Veri- 
fication (OMV) Centre, told Reuters. 

A small U.N. missile team arrived on Friday to 
supervise excavations at sites where the Iraqis 
say they destroyed and buried a large number of 
long-range missiles in 1992. 

Mr. Knight said the latest excavations were at 
the same site where Iraq uncovered four 
wrecked rocket engines and other components 
in January under U.N. supervision. 

The U.N. Special Commission 1 UNSCOM 1 in 
charge of scrapping Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction suspects Baghdad still conceals a 
considerable number of banned missiles, [raq 
has denied the accusation. 


Abu Marzouk destination unclear yet 

(Continued from page 1) 


“I think that Israel will 
demand my extradition, 
even if there is nothing (of 
substance) in the 1,000 page 
dossier given to the Ameri- 
cans. The Israelis should 
therefore look to the future," 
said Mr. Abu Marzouk. 

He insisted there was no 
proof he was involved in the 
organisation or fund-raising 
of Hamas’ military wing. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk said he 
would agree to be sent to 
another country instead of 
Israel. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk was 
asked whether he would 
promise to stop being active 
in Hamas if Israel dropped 
its extradition request. 

“I will agree to an 
arrangement to be sent to 
another country',” he said. 
But as for stopping his activ- 
ity. he would only say: “I 
am still committed to work- 
ing for the Palestinian cause 
and I will continue." 

Israel has alleged that Mr. 
Abu Marzouk was responsi- 
ble for attacks that killed 
scores of Israelis, including 
suicide bombers on public 
buses. 

It demanded his extradi- 
tion from the United States 
where he was arrested 19 
months ago. 

Last month, Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk dropped his court chal- 
lenge to die Israeli request, 
in effect agreeing lo be sent 
to Israel. 

Hamas warned from Gaza 
it would attack Israelis if 
Mr. Abu Marzouk was extra- 
dited. Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat asked the U.S. 
not to scud him to Israel. 

On Thursday, Israeli secu- 


rity sources said Israeli. 
Jordanian and U.S. officials 
were secretly examining a 
deal to send Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk to Jordan in rerum for a 
promise to shun violence. 

Asked why he gave up on 
his court fight against extra- 
dition. Mr. Abu Marzouk 
said he did not believe he 
could win. Once in Israel he 
did not expect to defeat 
coun charges against him 
either, he said. Bui he pre- 
ferred to do his jail time in 
Israel. 

“At least I’ll be among 
other Palestinians and not 
isolated like here," he said. 

Yediot said the deal came 
after Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu want- 
ed an alternative solution be 
found to extraditing Mr. Abu 
Marzouk. 

Mr. Netanyahu said 
Wednesday that the issue of 
Mr. Abu Marzouk’s extradi- 
tion was still under discus- 
sion. 

The new political head of 
Hamas has welcomed 
reports that his predecessor 
Mr. Abu Marzouk may be 
set free from a New York jail 
to Jordan hut said his release 
must be unconditional. 

Khaled Meshal. elected 
head of the Hamas poiitburo 
after Mr. Abu Marzouk’s 
arrest in New York, said it 
would be unjust to keep him 
in detention. 

“We think his release 
should take place without 
any preconditions," Mr. 
Meshal told Reuters. 
“Blackmail is not right 
because Dr. Musa’s cause is 
a just cause, and there is no 
justification in continuing to 
detain him." 

“We are confident there 


arc a lot of countries that 
would open their doors to 
Dr. Musa.. .and we are 
thankful for the steps that 
the Jordanian government 
arc exerting." Mr. Meshal 
said. 

Mr. Meshal said Mr. Abu 
Marzouk would continue to 
play a “leading role" in 
Hamas if he w as set free, but 
denied that any Hamas 
members in Jordan were 
involved in violence. 

"The role vvhich Hamas 
figures play in Jordan 
is... political and information 
issues only, the role in resist- 
ing the (Israeli) occupa- 
tion. ..all that is inside occu- 
pied Palestine." he said. 

“We hope he will be 
released quickly and return 
to practice his leading role 
inside Hamas for the benefit 
of the Palestinian people and 
the Palestinian cause.” 

The Council of Islamic 
Organisations and Societies 
in Jordan, meanwhile, sent 
an appeal to U.S. President 
Bill Clinton for Mr. Abu 
Marzouk's release. 

The appeal, a copy of 
which was made available to 
the Jordan Times, said: 

“Dr. Musa Abu Marzouk, 
who entered the United 
States in a legitimate man- 
ner, has not committed any 
crime or terrorist act there. 
Furthermore, his children 
hold U.S. citizenship. How- 
can any mind or reasc.i 
accept the fact that he 
strands trial in the United 
States without having com- 
mitted any crime, or accept 
the fact that a U.S. coun 
decides to extradite him to 
Israel where he will be 
imprisoned, tortured and 
humiliated? 



Arabs under fire for 


blocking internal trade 


ABU DHABI i AFP]— Arab 
governments have been 
accused of blocking trade 
among their countries by fail- 
ing to encourage exporters 
and keeping customs barriers 
despite their long-standing 
free trade pacL 

The Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF). the main financial 
organisation in the 22-mem- 
ber Arab League, said a large 
part of imported goods had 
been damaged because of 
prolonged inspection at bor- 
der customs points. 

"The customs procedures 
-'nd practices are still 
obstructing the flow of goods 
among Arab countries." the 
Abu Dhabi-based fund said in 
a study. 

“This is a result of the 
numerous parties in charge of 
clearing imported goods and 
the complicated and pro- 
longed clearance proce- 
dures... In some member 
states, a full round of clear- 
ance for an imported ship- 
ment requires more than 20 
transactions, which are dam- 
aging the goods in most 
cases ” the AMF pointed out. 

The AMF. a regional IMF- 
stylc institution, said customs 
authorities in several Arab 
countries still do not approve 
trade and health certificates 
accompanying imported ship- 
ments and have to check the 
whole shipment. 

Such measures, it added. 


are taking a long time and 
apart from ruining the credi- 
bility of exporters, they are 
also making the imported 
goods costlier and affecting 
the purchasing power of the 
consumers. 

“Such problems are also 
weakening the ability of Arab 
exporters to reach regional 
markets and compete with 
foreign exporters," die fund 
said. 

Il was the larest in a series 
of AMF's studies criticising 
member states for their fail- 
ure to spur growth in inter- 
Arab trade, which officials 
believe is essential for plans 
to achieve the long-sought 
economic integration. 

Customs barriers have cou- 
pled with financial and politi- 
cal obstacles to smother inter- 
Arab trade, which has 
remained below 10 per cent 
of the total commercial 
exchange of league members 
over the past 20 years. 

Official figures showed 
exports among Arab coun- 
tries stood at around SI 3.5 
billion in 1995 compared 
with their total exports of 
$142.9 billion. Internal 
imports were also as low as 
$11 billion in 1995 com- 
pared with total imports of 
nearly $125 billion. 

The AMF has created a 
fund with a capital of $500 
million to finance inter-Arab 
trade as part of its policy to 


encourage reforms in the 
region. But demand for its 
credits has remained low due 
to technical and political dif- 
ficulties while customs and 
other obstacles persisted 
■ It has also introduced an 
advanced trade data network 
to provide information to 
Arab exporters on the region- 
al markets. But most mem- 
bers have failed to benefit 
from that facility as they lack 
economic indicators. 

“The network's role is 
obstructed by the shortage of 
data on export and Import 
opportunities in the Arab 
countries," the AMF said. 

The report said commercial 
exchange amoog Arab states 
could have improved if they 
respected their 1981 agree- 
ment to free trade flow 
among them. 

The agreement includes 
exemptions on customs tariffs 
on several products but did 
not include any timetable for 
a free trade zone, it added. 

“Arab states have not been 
seriously committed to this 
agreement. This has prompt- 
ed plans by the Arab League 
to revise the agreement and 
find a more suitable mecha- 
nism that will lead to the cre- 
ation of a free trade zone in a 
specific period of time," the 
studv concluded. 


India pledges to stick by reforms 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India promised it would not 
back down on the economic 
reforms launched five years 
ago and sought to allay 
fears of a slowdown during 
fiscal 1996-97 to March 30. 

Finance Minister Pala- 
niappan Chidambaram said 
steps taken so far by his 
United Front government 
should dispel doubts over a 
slowdown of the reforms 
launched in 5 1991 by the 
previous Congress (T) Party 
administration. 

Mr. Chidambaram said 
the 1996 would see the 
same growth as achieved 
during "the last two financial 
years. 

“Despite sluggish credit 
offtake, lower financial 
institutions' sanctions and 
depressed capital market in 
first half of the year, macro- 
economic fundamentals 
remain very strong." United 


News of India (UNI) quoted 
Mr. Chidambaram as say- 
ing. 

Indian business lobbies 
say industrial output grew 
S.9 per cent for the four 
months to July 1996 as 
compared to 12.3 per cent 
during the corresponding 
period in 1995, while 
exports rose 9.8 per cent 
compared to 28 per cent. 

Infrastructure industries 
such as petroleum, electrici- 
ty, steel and coal registered 
a poor growth of 3.3 per 
cent compared to 10.7 per 
cent for the April-July peri- 
od, they say. 

“We are determined to 
tackle the infrastructure 
problem. While I see signs 
of hope I also despair at "the 
dilatory process which deci- 
sion-making is put 
through." the finance minis- 
ter said, referring to the 
bureaucracy. 


Mr. Chidambaram, how- 
ever, said the performance 
of certain sectors during the 
first half of 1996-97 should 
not be taken as a “bench- 
mark” of sluggishness. 

The minister said he was 
confident the agriculture 
sector would out-perform 
1995 while the service sec- 
tor would match its achieve- 
ment of the previous year. 

“With investment picking 
up in recent months the 
industrial sector would also 
mark an upturn." said Mr. 
Chidambaram, who was 
commerce minister in the 
previous government led by 
P.V. Narasimha Rao. credit- 
ed with initiating the 
reforms. 

Mr. Chidambaram also 
said exports were higher 
month-on-month since Sep- 
tember 1995 until June-July 
in the 1996/1997 financial 
year. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 “Porgy and — ■" 

5 “Zoo Story" 
author 

10 Neither’s partnar 

13 Comic Johnson 

14 RFDpart 

1 5 Deal with 

1 6 Went completely 
around 

1 9 Warms up 

20 Popeye’s 
affirmative 

21 Shows boredom 

22 Distinctive 
doctrines 

24 Sports arena 

25 Gluttonous one 
27 Middle East 

garments 
31 — la la 
34 Dull pain 

36 Water channel 

37 A Donahue 

38 Stiff hair 

39 Distinctive airs 

40 Italian wine 

41 US president 

42 Frenchman’s 
income 

43 Attempt 

44 Musician Brian 


f« |2 13 [4 


15 IB 17 18 |9 


(To 11 12 


128 1 29 1 30 


131 1 32 133 


T4€^B47 


1 50 51 


1 54 55 156 1 H57 


by Daniel J. Read 


45 Rocket 

47 “ — Lay Dying" 

48 Inlets 

50 Custard tart 
52 Daybreaks 
54 Weep loudly 
57 New Delhi's 
country 

60 Far from obliging 

63 Writer Ephron 

64 Historical 
novelist 

65 Feed the kitty 

66 Complete 

67 Pick up. as on 
option 

68 Selves 


DOWN 

1 German 
composer 

2 PA port 

3 Honest 

4 Denominations 


5 Branch 

6 Moon goddess 

7 Donkey's sound 

8 Roof edge 

9 Actor Wallach 

10 In spite of 

11 Store sign 

12 Some colors 
15 Actor James 

17 Military letters 

1 8 Work-out places 

23 Hunting 
expeditions 

24 By — (alone) 

25 Waste maker 

26 Arctic or Indian 

28 Chimney ducts 

29 Rotates 

30 \fiolinmaker 

32 Gam and 
Moreno 

33 Excuse 

35 Have branch 
37 Dance step 

45 Gender abbr. 

46 Movie director 
Kazan 
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49 Peruvian Indian 55 Arabian 


51 Rectangular 
piers 

52 Sand hill 

53 Soon 

54 Capt. Hook’s 
aide 


sultanate 
56 Be an omen 

58 Division word 

59 Grows older 

61 Name m hockey 

62 Moisture 


Egypt, EU 

edge 

towards 

partnership 

agreement 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and the 
European Union (EU), at talks 
in Brussels last week, edged 

close to a partnership agree- 
ment providing for free trade in 
services and manufactured 
goods, the Egyptian negotiator 
has said. 

Ambassador Gamal Bayyou- 
mi told Reuters the European 
negotiators had stopped talking 
about traditional trade flows 
and said tbey could offer new 
quotas for Egypt's agricultural 
experts to Europe — die main 
bone of contention in the talks. 

“Now they lave realised that 
traditional flows erf trade are a 
silly thing to talk about They 
mentioned that they can pro- 
pose new (quota) figures. Now 
we can talk.” he said. 

'7t seemed that they could 
read the political message and 
they said they have a more flex- 
ible stance. They started to talk 
more sense, even if it’s Dot 
enough.” he added. 

Egypt is pressing for easier 
access to EU markets for 
Egyptian foodstuffs, especially 
rice and potatoes. 

The EU. hamstrung by the 
common agricultural policy, 
has previously argued for quo- 
tas that reflect the historical 
level of Egyptian expons. 
Egypt says these are based on a 
time when it traded mainly 
with the Soviet Union and east- 
ern Europe. 

Mr. Bayyoumi said he had 
three days of talks with Enrico 
Qoffi, director of external rela- 
tions at the European Commis- 
sion, and representatives of all 
15 EU member states. 

The Egyptian diplomat had 
already dismissed the previous 
quota proposals by the EU. “I 
gave them a flat no fin Decem- 
ber). It was a kind of joke,” be 
said 

The next move is for the rep- 
resentatives of the member 
states to consult their govern- 
ments and come back to Egypt 
with a date for the next formal 
meeting. Me Bayyoumi said 

‘They want to reach an 
agreement or at least an agree- 
ment in principle by Malta in 
April,” be added. Mediter- 
ranean states will meet in Malta 
for a round of talks on coopera- 
tion between the countries on 
the northern and southern 
shotes of die sea. 

“So now there is time pres- 
sure on the European side. 
Maha is a sort of pressure,” Mr. 
Bayyoumi said 

Egypt argues that the EU 
must be more flexible on its 
agricultural imports if it wants 
its southern neighbours to take 
talk of cooperation seriously. 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 15, 1997 


UNCTAD creates fund to help 
world’s poorest countries 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
U.N. Conference on 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) announced 
here Friday the creation 
of a fund topping $1.5 
billion aimed at helping 
the world's neediest 
countries. 

UNCTAD Secretary 
General Rubens Ricu- 
pero said the financial 
commitments at the start 
of February covered a 
third of a $5 billion goal 
and that several countries 
had pledged new contri- 
butions. 

The UNCTAD fund ini- 
tiative is directed at help- 


ing the poorest countries 
integrate into the global 
economy, he said. 

“One of the new 
aspects of this fund is 
that it is not uniquely 
financed by traditional 
donors” but also devel- 
oping and even poor 
countries, he said. 

Non-governmeotal or- 
ganisations, private con- 
cerns and foundations 
are also contributing. 

Technical activities 
financed by the fund are 
geared to strengthening 
export capabilities. 

According to UNC- 
TAD, 48 countries fall 


into the least developing 
category. 33 of which are 
in Africa. They cover 
600 million people with 
ann ual per capita 
incomes of less than 
$700. 

“It is reassuring that 
even in periods of bud- 
getary restrictions the 
international community 
translates into acts its 
worries, voiced during 
different conferences, 
about the increasing mar- 
ginalisation of the weak- 
est countries in a glob- 
alised economy,” Mr. 
Ricupero said. 
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horoscope 
forecast 
for SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 15,1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righier foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You have some 
great ideas for weekend 
activities today, so don t 
let them be ignored 
Sports, drama, music or 
all three can be included 
in your plans for later this 
evening and whatever you 
do it can be fun. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Discuss your 
plans for the days ahead 
with superiors today and 
get their insight into what 
you wish to do. They may 
be able to make some use- 
ful suggestions. Be sure to 
drive carefully while on 
the highway. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 

June 21) If there is a spe- 
cial person you've been 
wanting to meet, work at 
arranging a place and tune 
to get together. Don’t 
neglect to do necessary 
shopping or you won’t 
have anything to wear or 
eat for the days ahead. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Your 
business sense is especial- 
ly keen today, so use it 
wherever you have the 
opportunity. Try to please 
your mate later this 
evening by showing him 
or her extra attention or I 
especially by going to 
some special place. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Great benefits can be 
gained today if you mam- 
tain an enthusiastic atti- 
tude while dealing with 
the public, however, 
watch what you say. Later 
this evening will be a 
good tune for you to con- 
sult with those in authori- 
ty. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Try to be 
more efficient and pro- 
ductive today, so that 
those in authority, will 
notice arid,, mafce-your 
career activities .quite suc- 
cessful Later this evening 
you can meet with dose 
friends for some fun activ- 
ities. 

LIBRA: _ (September 23 
to October 22) You can 
make a big hit in some 
public activities today, 
however, don't overextend 
yourself or you'll regret iL 
Use your common sense 
to handle any difficult sit- 
uations later this evening 
and you can become quite 
successful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) If you 
put a new idea into opera- 
tion at home today, life 
can be more interesting 
and harmonious there. Be 
congenial to your guests 
later this evening and you 
can gain the respect of 
those who attend your 
event 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Adding a bit of humour to 
your correspondence 
would be great today, 

• however, don't be too sar- 
castic. Get your shopping 
done early, and watch for 
bargains which can be 
quite beneficial for those 
who are watching a bud- 
get 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Lis- 
ten to die advice of a 
financial expert today and 
use his or her advice to 
make your life more com- 
fortable. Show more 
devotion for your loved 
ones later this evening. 
This should be done 
before they feel neglected 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 

to February 19) A good 
mend can be very helpful 
today with some unique 

ideas, so be sure you don't 

ignore this person. Take 
some nine for relaxation 
later this evening, since 
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you do need some time to 
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March 20) Do something 
today which you reallv 
aon t enjoy, however 
which will please yoiu 
mate very much. Take no 
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Business & Finance 

Arab Gulf states see boom 
in aluminium industry 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf oil producers are 
ser to become major alu- 
minium exporters as they 
push ahead with expansion 
of their smelters and plans 
to set up new plants, an 
official study has said. 

The region already con- 
trols nearly six per cent of 
the world's total aluminium 
output and those projects 
will push the level to 
around 10 per cent, the Gulf 
Organisation for Industrial 
Consulting (GOIC) said. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states, 
which hold 45 per cent of 
global oil reserves and 20 
per cent of the gas, current- 
ly have two major alumini- 
um smelters in Bahrain and 
the. United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

They produced nearly 


700.000 tonnes in 1996 and 
output is set to singe fol- 
lowing the completion this 
month of an expansion pro- 
ject to boost capacity at the 
UAE’s Dubai smelter to 

375.000 tonnes from 

240.000 tonnes. 

Bahrain’s ALBA, the 

biggest smelter in the Mid- 
dle East, is also planning to 
increase capacity to more 
than 500,000 tonnes from 

460.000 tonnes after invest- 
ing hundreds of millions of 
dollars in previous expan- 
sion projects. 

“Since the Gulf region 
possesses the resources and 
elements needed for the 
aluminium industry and 
GCC countries are deter- 
mined to expand their 
industrial sector, the alu- 
minium sector is expected 
to develop rapidly and this 


Daily 


Beat 


l/l review of neats from l£e ^AraSic press 

Ministry of Tourism, 
MoGA studying plan to 
develop downtown Amman 

** THE MINISTRY of Tourism in cooperation with 
the Municipality of Greater Amman (MoGA) is 
studying a plan to developthe centre of Amman dur- 
ing the coming months. The plan which is estimat- 


preliminary to cost JD13 million, involves two 
stages. 

The first stage for developing downtown Amman 
covers the area extending from the Roman 
amphitheatre unto A1 Qalaa' (the castle) and 
includes building a modem bus tenninal to be used 
for touristic groups and turning King TaJal street 
into a “touristic” street and finking it with the area 
of Ras A1 ‘Ain. 

The plan also includes reviving the ancient nails 
that were used by tourists between A1 Qalaa' and the 
Roman amphitheatre in addition to setting up 
panoramic sites at Al Qalaa’ to enable the tourist 
view various areas of Amman. Furthermore, the first 
J stage"‘<3omprises establishing- cmtteLihr .^asitocs 
and tourists that wohld ‘consist of a small theatre and 
a section to distribute films, slides and pamphlets, 
containing information about the capital, to the 

B ine centre could be the old building that 
the Municipality of Greater Amman in the 

past. 

The second stage envisages building a national 
museum in the Ras Al ‘Ain district of Amman. The 
scheme, for which MoGA has allocated the neces- 
sary plot of land, still requires a study for the envi- 
ronmental effects for setting up the project. 

According to sources, the final study for both 
stages is pending an approval from a Japanese fund 
to finance the plan. Negotiations in this regard is 
expected to start in October of this year. 

Meanwhile, it has been learnt that a Japanese del- 
egation will visit the country next month to discuss 
with Jordanian officials various details about the 
whole plan (Al Dustonr). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



'Once I got this baby up to 120 
channels per minute, but the 
batteries exploded.” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WOW GAME 
by Hwri Arnold m Mlh« AmMon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbtes. 
one tetter to each square, to toim 
four ordinary word*. 
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Now arrange the drcled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

J Jumbles: RAPID FETID PIGEON APPALL 
I Answer This happened to Ws weight as he grew 
older -IT DROPPED 


will contribute to boosting 
industrial output,” said foe 
Doha-based GOIC, which 
advises on non-oil industri- 
al policies in foe 16-year- 
old Gulf alliance. 

Its study estimated the 
GCC countries — Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar and foe UAE 
— had pumped nearly $43 
billion into the aluminium 
industry. The figure does 
not include spending of 
nearly $500 million on the 
latest expansions at foe 
Dubai smelter. 

Their exports exceeded 
520,000 tonnes worth 
around $932 million in 
1995, most of which were 
sold to Japan and South 
Korea. 

Gulf states are planning 
to build new smelters to 
take advantage of the strong 
demand in Japan and other 
South East Asian countries 
and foe recovery of alu- 
minium prices in world 
markets. Two plants have 
been on the cards for the 
past three years in Kuwait 
and Qatar while foe UAE 
said last month it was plan- 
ning to build a smelter in 
Abu Dhabi with private 
participation. 

“The new smelters will 
push up the total aluminium 
production in foe Gulf to 
nearly 13 million tonnes, 
or 10 per cent of foe world's 
output,” GOIC said. 

“Such an expansion is 
expected to continue in 
future at foe expense of 
production in other areas 
given foe existing advan- 
tages in the region." it 
added. 

The study was referring 
to foe GCC’s massive gas 
reserves of around 21 tril- 
lion cubic metres, the pres- 
ence of cheap labour and its 
location in foe heart of a 
vast Asian consumer mar- 
ket. 

Such factors have made 
aluminium and other indus- 
■*triaTprejects-more feasible- 
tban in other areas and 
prompted regional states to 
pump huge investments 
into manufacturing in a 
drive to diversiiy their 
economies and lessen 
reliance on unpredictable 
oil export earnings. 

GOIC said Gulf countries 
needed to coordinate their 
sales, tackle pollution from 
smelters and establish an 
integrated aluminium 
industry. 

“The future of foe alu- 
minium industry in the 
GCC hinges on three basic 
factors,” it said. “They 
include cooperation in mar- 
keting and expansions, pro- 
tection of the environment 
and the establishment of an 
integrated aluminium 
industry that will include 
all types of products and its 
basic components, alumina 
and petroleum coke." 


Brokers expect 
investors to return 
with enthusiasm 
to AFM this week 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading was 
rather dull at this week at 
the stock market when 
compared with the previous 
week, but prices edged up 
all in sectors in continuing 
enthusiasm over the aboli- 
tion of a capitalisation tax. 
brokers said Thursday. 

The Amman Financial 
Market (AFM), as the 
bourse is officially known, 
did business for only 
Wednesday this week and 
observed a four-day Mus- 
lim religious holiday. 
Thursday is set aside for 
weekly accounting. 

Turnover for foe day was 

906.000 dinars ($1.27 mil- 
lion) on Wednesday, with 

448.000 shares changing 
hands under 731 deals. 

Industrials accounted for 

410.000 dinars ($578,000) 
of the turnover followed by 
commercial banks and 
investment houses with 

400.000 dinars ($564,000) 
of the volume, services sec- 
tor companies with 95,000 
dinars ($133,400) and 
insurance firms with 1,000 
dinars ($1,410). 

The official AFM share 
price index dosed for foe 
week at 157.24 points after 


gaining 0.6S per cent. 

Sectoral indices showed 
commercial banks and 
investment houses closing 
with a 0.92 per cent gain, 
industrials with 0.44 per 
cent, insurance firms with 
0.05 per cent and service 
sector firms with 0.39 per 
cent. 

Stocks of 55 companies 
were involved in the day’s 
business, with 36 of them 
closing with gains, eight 
slipping and 11 remaining 
unchanged. 

Brokers said they expect- 
ed investors returning to the 
market with enthusiasm 
after foe "Eid Al Fitr holi- 
day season on Saturday in 
continued interest after par- 
liament last week adopted 
the abrogation of a 15 per 
capitalisation tax. 

Many major banks and 
industrial firms were wait- 
ing for foe move, which 
does away with a levy on 
reserves and profits turned 
into equity, before 
announcing capital increas- 
es. 

Several of the banks and 
companies are expected to 
issue bonus shares to share- 
holders when they convert 
reserves and profits to capi- 
tal, the brokers noted. 


Arab businessman 
makes peace 
investment in Israel 


CAIRO (R) — Businessman 
Ibrahim Kamel, a rare Egypt- 
ian mY£st8(MB<4b&4sraeli mar- 
ket, said this week he had 
bought a stake in Israel's Koor 
Industries as a political gesture 
to promote peace. 

Mr. KameL chairman of the 
Kato group of companies, told 
Reuters the aim was to encour- 
age the new Israeli government 
towards a settlement with the 
Palestinians. 

He said he once thought that 
Arab investment in Israel 
should wait until Israel made 
peace with all its neighbours — 
a view shared by many Arab 
businessmen and governments. 

'*1 have changed my mind, 
simply because I feel that 
moves like the one 1 made 
could make the Israeli govern- 
ment more able to make some 
of the difficult decisions that lie 
ahead before we arrive at a final 
agreement for the Palestini- 
ans.” he added. 

Ml Kamel said some friends 
and acquaintances had phoned 


him for an explanation of his 
controversial decision but were 
.. .satisfied with .his explanations. 

Despite 18 years of peace 
most Egyptians have never 
been enthusiastic about rela- 
tions with Israel and economic 
relations are limited. Egyptian 
public opinion has grown even 
more hostile since Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
took office last June. 

Ml KameL who has interests 
in the food industry, banking, 
real estate and trade, declined 
to say how much he had invest- 
ed in Koor Industries tail he 
said it was “not substantial”. 

He said it was the first time 
his companies had bought a 
stake in an Israeli company. 

“At this stage it Is a symbol 
more than anything else. As 
good human beings we would 
like to encourage tbe Israeli 
government to make the neces- 
sary decisions ...and show that 
by making progress there is 
always a positive feedback," he 
added. 
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Jordan to get $51.8 million 
additional credit from IMF 
for ‘augmentation of resources’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 
International Monetary' 
Fund (IMF) has approved 
an additional credit of 
nearly S52 million to help 
Jordan's economic 

restructuring programme 
in what is seen as a reflec- 
tion of the world body’s 
satisfaction with the per- 
formance of foe King- 
dom’s economy. 

The new credit of 37.24 
million Special Drawing 
Rights, or SDRs, equiva- 
lent to S51 .8 million, rais- 
es to nearly S340 million 
the IMF credit given to 
Jordan for foe 1996-98 
period. 

Jordan has already 
received SI 23 million 
from the so-called extend- 
ed fund facility’ (EFF), 
Finance Ministry Secre- 
tary General Suleiman 
Hafez said in a statement. 

Jordan, which has a for- 
eign debt of about S6 bil- 
lion, has won high praise 
from foe IMF for its suc- 
cessful implementation of 
economic reforms pre- 
scribed by the world mon- 
etary watchdog. 

The IMf board 
approved foe new credit 
last week. 

The new credit is in 
addition to the 200.8 mil- 
lion SDRs (S280 million) 
that the IMF has given 
under foe EFF, said Mr. 
Hafez, noting that the total 


now stands at 238.04 mil- 
lion SDRs, equivalent to 
S337 million. 

The credit is provided 
under foe title “augmenta- 
tion of resources.” That 
meant foe credit would be 
used to increase Jordan's 
foreign currency reserves 
and achieve a better bal- 
ance of payments. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michael Camdessus, who 
visited Jordan in January 
for a review of Jordan’s 
implementation of the 
economic reform pro- 
gramme. has given his 
seal of approval of the 
Kingdom's performance. 

In comments to the press 
after talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
other scnior"officials, Mr. 
Camdessus said Jordan 
had “not only met foe tar- 
gets set in the reform pro- 
gramme but also set a bet- 
ter record in containing 
inflation, curbing expen- 
diture and maintaining a 
relatively high growth 
rate.” 

Jordan adopted the eco- 
nomic reform programme 
in 1989 when it found its 
foreign reserves com- 
pletely depleted, forcing a 
devaluation of the dinar, 
and unable to service for- 
eign debts, which then 
stood at nearly $8.5 bil- 
lion. 

Since then it has brought 
down foe debts to around 
$6 billion and stabilised 
foe currency. whose 


exchange rate now stands 
at SI. 41 to one dinar as 
opposed to nearlv S3 in 
19SS. 

Jordan expects its gross 
domestic product to be 
more than S6 billion in 
1997. 

In his statement on 
Thursday. Mr. Hafez said 
that in real terms there has 
been a six per cent growth 
in the Kingdom's gross 
domestic product iGDPl, 
a drop to three to four per 
cent in the rates of infla- 
tion, a reduction to three 
per cent in the margin of 
deficit in the country's 
balance of payments * in 
GDP terms. 

Furthermore, the coun- 
try’s debts have been 
brought down by half in 
GDP" terms as compared 
with the 1W0 figure*., he 
said. 

Mr. Hale/ said IMF's 
executive hoard had 
endorsed a report about 
Jordan's economic per- 
formance in l'Wfr and 
approved foe Kingdom's 
request for foe new credit. 

An IMF team had visit- 
ed Jordan in October to 
review the Kingdom's 
economic performance 
and filed a report to the 
IMF's board noting that 
the economic restructur- 
ing programme was going 
ahead in a very satisfacto- 
ry manner and in some 
areas exceeded expecta- 
tions. Mr. Hafez said. 


Morocco allows banks 
to cross-trade currencies 


RABAT (R) — Morocco, 
aiming, to speed liberalisa-. 
tioii ‘of- foe foreign 
exchange market, will 
allow domestic banks to 
start exchanging hard cur- 
rencies with foreign finan- 
cial institutions, the central 
bank said. 

In a circular received by 
Reuters. Bank Al Maghrib 
said legally established 
banks: "are authorised to 
stan purchase and sale of 
foreign currency (cross 
rate) operations with Bank 
Al Maghrib and foreign 
banks.” 

The circular said foe 
interest rate applied to these 
operations "is freely negoti- 
ated between the two par- 
ties”. It also lifted a com- 
mission previously 

imposed by foe Office des 
Changes regulatory bureau. 

“The monetary authori- 
ties move is a good thing 
for us and for our clients...lt 


is an important step towards 
the total liberalisation of 
Morocco's foreign 

exchange market," a dealer 
at a Casablanca-based bank 
told Reuters. 

“Tt will stimulate the 
market and help small and 
medium sized enterprises to 
collect funds more easily 
than in the past for 
import/export operations.” 
he added. 

The Office des Changes 
earlier issued another circu- 
lar on foe change saying 
“foe cross rate operations 
should not be translated by 
borrowings or overdrafts 
with foreign banks.’’ 

The central bank circular 
said the cross-rate liberali- 
sation covers all traded for- 
eign currencies on foe 
Moroccan market — about 
25 cureencies according to 
one banker — but not those 
of the Arab Maghreb Union 
which comprises Algeria, 


Libya. Mauritania. Moroc- 
co and .Tunisia. 

The central bank circular 
said banks must report 
daily when transactions 
exceed foe equivalent of 
five million difoams tS0.5 
million). This must be done 
by 6 p.m. (1800 GMT) at 
the latest. 

It also fixed the equiva- 
lent of 2.0 million dirhams 
as “minimum deposit" of 
domestic banks at Bank Al 
Maghrib. 

“The gradual liberalisa- 
tion of the foreign 
exchange market will help 
banks to get more experi- 
ence and avoid professional 
accidents...”, Mouna 
Lahlou. an analyst at 
Casablanca Finance Inter- 
mediation, said. The long- 
term aim is total convert- 
ibility of the Moroccan 
dirham, which is widely 
considered a stable curren- 
cy. 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil • 



FOR RENT 
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Shmeisanl, second floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia I 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 
Abcfeun Real Estate! 

Tel: 810605 - 810609 
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Greek critics vow to stop 
Athens’ 2004 Olympic bid 


ATHENS (R) — A budding 
opposition to Athens' bid to 
host the 2004 summer 
Olympics has predicted an 
environmental, city plan- 
ning and financial disaster if 
Greece wins the world’s 
biggest sports festival. 

Athens, among 11 cities 
vying for the Games, has 
prided itself on enjoying 
tt idespread public support 
and being spared the local 
opposition dogging other 
candidates. 

Bui the newly founded cit- 
Lens initiative against host- 
ing the 2004 Olympics in 
Athens promised at a meet- 
ing late on Wednesday to 
change that, propounding a 
list of objections. 

The Athens bidding com- 
mittee rejected the claims 
on Thursday, saying they 
were unfounded. 

The opposition group 
includes representatives of 
areas where major games- 
related construction is 
planned, various profession- 
al unions and private citi- 


zens opposing the Games. 

“We are organising a cam- 
paign against hosting the 
2004 Olympics." architect 
Panayotis Dotsikas told 
Reuters. 

“We are collecting signa- 
tures and we are preparing 
an anti-bid file, which we 
will submit here and 
abroad." 

"Our anti-bid file will 
include facts and arguments 
against hosting the 
Olympics as well as opin- 
ions from a wide range of 
groups, and will- reveal all 
the problems in the existing 
bid file,” Dotsikas said. 

The group contends that 
construction for the games 
will alter the Athens city 
plan, shrink the capital's 
precious few open spaces 
and force financially- 
strapped Greece to sub- 
sidise an event that will only- 
profit construction firms. 

“It is not unusual to have 
different views and the 
committee is open to any 
proposals" it said in a state- 


ment. 

“But these views are not 
based on the scientific facts 
the committee has put to 
various organisations and 
made available to the pub- 
lic" 

A sprawling city of four 
million people. Athens was 
incensed that the Centennial 
1996 Games went to Atlanra 
and not the ancient birth- 
place of the Olympics. 

It vowed never to bid 
again but soon changed its 
mind and decided to go for 
the 2004 Games by project- 
ing an image of a modem 
city with state of the an 
facilities. 

Work on a new S2.5 bil- 
lion Athens international 
airport and S2.1 billion 
Athens subway system is 
scheduled to be completed 
by 2001. Athens already has 
an 80.000-seat Olympic sta- 
dium. 

But new motorways, an 
Olympic village at the foot 
of mount P&rnes north of 
Athens, a group of sports 


facilities at the Faliron 
coastal zone and a 3.5 km 
long yachting centre are still 
to be built. 

Environmentalists have 
already slammed the choice 
of venue for rowing and 
canoeing at what they say is 
a sensitive bird habitat at 
Skinias. north-east of 
Athens, forcing the commit- 
tee to alter its plans. 

“The bidding committee, 
understanding the impor- 
tance of protecting the 
Skinias marine habitat, has 
designed a new orientation 
for the venue," the commit- 
tee said in a statement. 

Athens is considered 
among the top favourites 
along with cape town. 
Stockholm and Rome. The 
International Olympic 
Committee HOC) will 
short-list four or five cities 
in march, before making 
their final choice in 
September. 


Tauziat 
knocks out 
Habsudova, 
faces 
Hingis 

PARIS (R i — Local 
favourite Nathalie Tauziat 
of France knocked out 
sixth seed Karina 
Habsudova of Slovakia on 
Thursday to set up a quar- 
ter-final clash with top seed 
Martina Hingis at the Paris 
Open women's tennis tour- 
nament. 

Unseeded Tauziat 

delighted her home fans by 
scoring a hard-fought, 64 
7-6 win. She now faces a 
tough encounter with 
Hingis, the Australian open 
winner, yet to lose a match 
this season. 

Mary Pierce of France, 
who lost to Hingis in the 
Australian Open final, had 
a far more easy passage to 
the quarter- finals as her 
opponent. Czech qualifier 
Adriana Gersi. was ill and 
failed to rum up for the 
match. 

Pierce now meets Czech 
Jana Novotna, the second 
seed, who beat Kristie 
Boogert of the Netherlands 
in straight sets. 6-2 6-4. 



Dutch speedskater and European Champion Ids Postma in action during the 
men's 5,000 metres World Speed Skating Championships race in Nagano's M- 
Wave Olympic Speedskating venue. Postma finished eighth in a time of 6:49.09 
rain, and takes the lead in the overall standings (Reuters photo) 
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Clash of 
African 
football 
giants 
is off 


JOHANNESBURG 
(AFP) — The Clash 
between South Africa 
and Nigeria which was 
to have inaugurated the 
President Nelson 
Mandela Challenge 
Tournament here next 
month, has been can- 
celled, an official said 
on Thursday. 

South African foot- 
ball Association 

(SAFA) chief executive 
Danny Jordaan said 
that the Super Eagles 
will not be coming to 
South Africa for the 
March 5 clash. 

“We will have an 
international board 
meeting on Saturday 
when we will decide 
who will replace 
Nigeria." Jordaan said. 

SAFA gave Nigeria 
until this week to 
respond to the invita- 
tion to play in the chal- 
lenge but the West 
.African country’s soc- 
cer authority said it 
was unable to accept 
because of a heavy 
domestic programme. 

The refusal is a blow 
to South Africa's 
preparations for 
impending battles 
against Congo and 
Zaire in the World Cup 
qualifiers in April. 

The match had the 
makings of a classic 
between South Africa, 
the African Nations 
Cup Champions and 
Nigeria, the Olympic 
Soccer Champions. 

Nigeria were the 
defending African 
Nations Cup 

Champions in 1995 
and held the view they 
were the true African 
champions. 

Citing fears for their 
players safety in South 
Africa following a 
political war of words 
between the two coun- 
tries’ governments in 
1995, Nigeria refused 
to particpate in the 
African Nations Cup in 
February last year. 

The two countries 
met in the World Cup 
qualifiers in 1992 with 
Nigeria thrashing the 
newcomers 4-0. The 
second outing between 
the two, in 1993, ended 
in a creditable goalless 
draw for South Africa. 
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Karine Ruby of France speeds down the course on her way to win the : Snowboard 
World Cup women's giant slalom in Shiga Kogen. The 19-year-old Ruby won 
with a total time of two minutes 09.42 seconds (Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Germany count on Becker to halt Davis Cup relegation 

HAMBURG (AFP) — Germany are counting on Boris Becker and Michael Stitch to save 
them from relegation into the Davis Group B. Both players were missing in Germany s 
humbling world group Davis Cup 4-1 defeat by Spain last weekend but the Germany 
Tennis Federation (DTB) announced here on Friday that the two would be available for 
the Davis Cup relegation match. Germany will know their opponents when the draw is 
made in London in April. The match will be played the 19-21 September. 

PSG win for first time since November 

PARIS (AFP). — Cup Winners Cup holders Paris Saint Germain notched up their first 
French league win since November 29 on Thursday winning 2- 1 away at relegation threat- 
ened Lens — though the match was marred by a linesman being struck on the head by a 
bottle. Paris trail Leadens Monaco by four points, though the Monegasques can regain their 
seven point lead if they beat Le Havre at home on Friday. Paris, who let an eight point 
lead slip before the New Year, stormed back from a goal down, scored by Lens bald 
Guinean striker Aboubacar Camera, to notch two second-half goals through French inter- 
national Patrice Loko and an imperious header by Brazilian play maker Rai. However. 
Lens, who have only garnered five points from the last 30. will have more to worry about 
than just the threat of relegation after one of their fans hurled a bottle of water that 
knocked out a linesman. The match was stopped for 10 minutes while the linesman recov- 
ered. and he returned to complete the match. In the night's other match Nantes and 
Auxerre foueht out a scoreless draw. 


Chang advances 
in San Jose 


SAN JOSE (R) — Second 
seed Michael Chang paint- 
ed the lines when he need- 
ed to in edging similarly 
slight and speedy 
Armenian Sargis Sargsian 
6-3 6-4 Thursday to 

advance to the quarterfi- 
nals of the $303,000 
Sybase Open. 

“He’s definitely quick 
and hits pretty good 
ground strokes,” said the 5- 
foot-9 (1.75 metres) Chang 
about the 5-foot- 10 (1.78 
metres) Sargsian. “There 
were times I thought I had 
put a ball away and I had 
too hit two or three ground 
strokes more to win the 
point." 

Third seed Andre Agassi 
had a mammoth, two hour 
and 25 minute struggle 
against 20-year-old free- 
swinging Swede Magnus 
Norman, finally prevailing 
4-6 7-6 (7-4) 6-3. 

Trading death blows with 
Norman from the baseline, 
Agassi found himself on 
his heels much of the 
evening. 

On Friday, Agassi will 
play 23-year-old qualifier 
Grant Doyle of Australia, 
who reached his first tour 
quarter-final by beating 
Jeff Tarango 6-4 7-5. 

Chang, a two-time Grand 
Slam singles finalist in 
1996 who ended the year 
ranked second in the 
world, said that despite 
many observers belief that 
he cannot be the top player, 
he will continue to battle. 
“It’s part of my character 
to stand up to the chal- 
lenge,” Chang said. 

In Friday's quarter-finals, 
Chang will face seventh 
seed Greg Rusedski of 
Britain, who also advanced 
to the quarterfinals by fir- 
ing 17 aces past Canada's 


Daniel Nestor in a 6-3 6-3 
victory. 

Chang said the big-serv - 
ing Rusedski, who is 
ranked 39th, still has the 
potential to turn into an 
elite player. 

“Greg has a great deal of 
talent,” Chang said. “His 
serve is still the one shot 
that stands out, but he’s 
still pretty young and can 
improve other parts of his 
game. He’s a very danger- 
ous player that I have lost 
to in the past and he’s not 
someone to take lightly." 

Fourth seed Todd Martin 
appears headed toward 
semifinal showdown with 
friend Pete Sampras. On 
Thursday, Martin served 
the lights out in defeating 
American veteran Jim 
Grabb 6-3 7-6 (7-5). 

On Friday. Martin will 
sixth seed Richey 
Renebeig of the United 
States, who fought off four 
match points in beating 
compatriot Jonathan Stark 
3-6. 64, 7-6 (9-7). 

Martin, who achieved 
notoriety last year when he 
failed to close out Malivai 
Washington up 5-1 in the 
fifth set in the Wimbledon 
semifinals, said he needs to 
improve his menial tough- 
ness in order to challenge 
the game's elite. 

“I have to learn when to 
push the accelerator, when 
to relax, when to increase 
my intensity, and when to 
let out what I’m feeling" 
said the 14th-ranked mar- 
tin. “And I need ro know 
how to win ugly,” 
top seed Pete Sampras 
will meet American Chris 
Woodruff on Friday 
Woodruff, the eighth seed! 
took out Brett Steven of 
New Zealand 6-3 4-6 6-3. 
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Brazil tops 
FIFA 
world 
rankings 

ZURICH (.AFP) — FIFA 
world football rankings 
(previous month’s ranking 
in brackets): 

1 Brazil ( 1 ) 64.36 pts 

2 Germany (2) 64.14 

3 France (3) 61.S5 

4 Denmark ( 6 ) 61.25 

5 Colombia (4) 61.04 

6 Czech R. (5) 60.84 

7 Spain (S) 60.59 

8 Russia (7) 59.31 

9 Holland (9) 59.28 

10 Italy (10) 57.32 

1 1 Mexico ( 1 1) 56.S4 

12 England ( 12 ) 56.13 

13 Portugal (15) 55.72 

14 Bulgaria (15) 55.34 

15 Romania ( 16) 55.28 

16 Sweden (17) 55.18 

17 Norway ( 14) 54.47 

18 Argentina (22)52.75 

19 Japan (21) 52.41 

20 Zambia ( 20 ) 51.85 

16 Romania ( 20 ) 55.57 

17 Sweden (13) 55.50 

18 USA (16) 54.78 

19 S. Africa ( 21 ) 54.32 

20 Zambia (IS) 53.76 
-1 Chile (26) 51.72 

22 USA (IS) 5 1 .59 

23 S. Africa (19, 51.37 

24 Slovakia (30) 51 . 34 

25 Croatia (24) 5 1 .OS 

26 Tunisia (23) 50. 1 9 

27 Scotland (29) 48.46 

28 Morocco ( 27 ) 48.43 

29 Turkey (31) 47.69 

30 Jamaica (32) 47.51 


CINEMA 


IEL634144 STf CINEMA 


Dennis Quaid, David Thewfis 
& Sean Connery ..... in 

DRAGON HEART 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


PHILRDELPHIH “2” 

^ 

Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 

(ARABIC) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL-699238 V 

PLAZA JL 


CINEMA 


r tL677420 


Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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CONCORD 


CONCORD -1’ 




Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkanka 

Shows: 12:15, 2:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD “2" 

now on daily 

“Custom Made Citizen” 

J\ jh& satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin ^ 



The theatre opens on the 
Ramadan Holiday 

with the new p| ay entitled 

Aman.. Ya Ho 
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Sports 

Lakers win again without Shaq 


DENVER (R) — Even with- 
out Shaq, the show must go 
on, and the Los Angeles 
Lakers rolled to their second 
straight win without their star 
Thursday, crushing the Denver 
Nuggets 132-1 17. 

Nick Van Exel scored 30 
points and matched a team 
record with eight three-point- 
ers as the Lakers cruised to 
their ninth win in 10 gam es, 
but the win was dampened by 
the news earlier in the day that 
Shaquille O’Neal will be out 
at least eight weeks with liga- 
ment damage in his left knee. 

Eddie Jones scored 22 
points and Elden Campbell, 
playing centre in O’Neal’s 
place for a second strong game 
in a row, added 19 for the 
Lakers, who are three games 
ahead of the Seattle 
Supersonies for the lead in the 
Paci6c Division. 

“When we play without 
Shaq it's like a Broadway play 
and Elden is the understudy 
and the play goes on," Los 
Angeles coach Del Harris 

said. 

“1 played centre before and it 
felt good being die go-to guy," 
Campbell said. ^We played 
some good defence tonight to 
set the tone. We broke their 
spirit and did a good job until 
the very end when it didn't 
mairer anymore.” 

Van Exel, who shot 8-for-13 
from three-point range, also 
made eight three-pointers at 
Dallas in 1994. 

“I was feeling it tonight,” 
Van Exel said. “Without Shaq 

1 have to be a little more cre- 
ative and get the guys active. It 
seems like they didn’t play 
hard, like they just gave up. I 
think we can still get the top 
spot in the Western 
Conference" without O’Neal. 

The Lakers’ 132 points 
matched the NBA season high 
set by the Nuggets against the 
New Jersey Nets on January 
. 20 . 

“We just moved the ball 
well,” Harris said. “We’re one 
of the better scoring teams in 
the league.” 

Bryant Stith scored 26 
points and Antonio McDyess 
added 23 points and nine 
rebounds forjbe Nuggets, who 
have lost [fared Of their 1&? five 
games. 

In Miami, Alonzo Mourning 
scored 29 points and grabbed 
13 rebounds to lead the Heat to 
their eighth straight victory, 
106-90 over the Indiana 
Pacers. 

The Pacers led 24-23 at the 
end of the first quarter, but 
Miami took control with a 21- 

2 run in the second that fea- 
tured a string of four three- 
pointers. Voshon Lenard hit 
the first and last and Keith 
Atkins and Tim Hardaway 



nailed the others. The heat 
went into halftime with a 57- 
34 lead. 

“We simply had one of the 
best quarters this season,” 
Heat coach Pat Riley said. 
“That was die best we’ve ran 
our offence.” 

“It got contagious,” 
Hardaway said, “we started 
rolling.” 

Hardaway finished with IS 
points, 14 assists and four 
steals and Askins hit for a sea- 
son-high 15 points for Miami, 
which aveogtti a 103-89 heme . 
loss to’ Indiana. 1 ' 'Lenard' 
rebounded from a scoreless 
effort against Detroit Tuesday 
with 20 points. 

In Dallas, L a trell Sprewell 
had 28 points, eight rebounds 
and six assists as the Golden 
State Warriors pulled away 
late for a 107-99 victory over 
the Mavericks, snapping a 
four-game losing streak. 

Joe Smith added 20 points 
and 12 rebounds for the 
Warriors. 

Chris Gatling, making his 
first start of the season, had 19 


points and 13 rebounds and 
Sam Cassell added 18 points, 
seven rebounds and five steals 
for Dallas. 

At Utah, Jeff Homacek 
scored 10 of his 16 points dur- 
ing a pivotal 25-0 third-quarter 
burst as the Jazz won their 
fourth straight game, routing 
the Portland Trail Blazers 1 10- 
86 . 

Homacek had 10 points and 
Biyon Russell added five as 
the Jazz turned a 53-47 edge 
into a 31-point lead with 4:32 
to play in the quarter. Kail 
' Malone : ’led - Utah with 24 
points and 11 rebounds and 
John Stockton added 17 and 
13 assists. 

In Sacramento, Mitch 
Richmond scored a season- 
high 41 points and Olden 
Folynice added 17 points and 
13 rebounds as tire Kings beat 
the Los Angeles Clippers 105- 
98. 

Richmond tied his season 
high with seven three -pointers 


IF YOU SEE IT YOU’LL LOVE IT 



MODERN FURNISHED APT . 

BEST LOCATION IN ABDOUN, 3 BEDROOMS, 
31 BATHROOMS, LIVING- ROOM, DINING 
ROOM, GUEST ROOM, NICE BALCONY CEN- 
TRAL ANTENNA, SATELLITE CHANNEL, 
TELEPHONE LINE, WATER WELL, JD 7,200/ 
YEAR PLEASE CALL 626223 ANYTIME. 


f 


A large first floor three-bedroom 
apartment located- in the Fourth 
Circle area. 

For more details please call 641651 


■■A. • ^ 
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Dalmation puppies from pedigree 
parents, 2 months old, white with black 
spots. 

Price: JD400 each, 

jf interested, call Tel.: 680908 — Amman. 


Aman 


Ya 


JOBtaN 



WE’RE LOOKING 
FOR GREAT PEOPLE ^ 


TO JOIN OUR SUCCESSFUL 
INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 

TF YOU ARE : 

• HIGHLY MOTIVATED • TEAM PLAY ER 

• SPEAK ENGLISH • COMPETITIVE 

• MALE OR FEMALE • AMBITIOUS 

• UNIVERSITY DEGREE • CAR IS AN ASSET 


we will train you to international standards 


WE CAN OFFER YOU : 

• Gcttd Starring Salary • Good Commissions 

• O^pbrtttoity For Bonus • Opportunity For Growth 


Apply In Person With CV and Picture 


JORDAN YELLOW PAGES 

Ministry of Indushy & Trade St (Near Cinema Concord) 
Tel. 689669 / 693631 


NBA RESULTS 


Miami 

106 

Indiana 

90 

New York 

107 

Philadelphia 

92 

Golden State 

107 

Dallas 

99 

LA Lakers 

132 

Denver 

117 

Utah 

110 

Portland 

86 

Sacramento 

105 

LA Clippers 

98 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OMAR SHARIF 
ATANNAHH1RSCM 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

*EQJ8fl3 UA Q 10 7 04 *0 3 


Q. I - Both vulnerable, as South 

yon hold: 

*AK54 VB3 0A66 *AB7S 

socma din &fflT PI WBnra : east 

1* Pan IV Pan 
1* Pass 1NT Paaa 

? 

What action do you take? 

A - Partner might have as man y 
as 10 points, putting yon in the 
game range. However, yoo have no 
source of tricks, so chances of scrap- 
ing op nine tricks are not rosy. To 
invite game with two no tramp puts 
you in the litmgw ynrw. Pass, mill 
make sun of a plus scon. 

Q. 2 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 


Thai _ . 

NORTH Cast south west 

10 DM 7 

What do you bid now? 

A - The points are mora or less 
evenly distributed btfween the two 
pides. Bid one no trump, thereby 
ataaKng the whole one-level from 
the opponents. * 

Q.3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
ytmhokL 

*K J7S3 9KQS4 OJ6 *73 
T7i« bidding has proc eeded : 

north East south west 

10 DU T 

What action do you take? 

A - You have the stn»gth fee a 
redouble, but the problem will then 
him on the next round: What will 
you do when an opponent bide two 
dubs and that gets passed back to 
you? You can avoid that predict 
meat by bidding one Bpade now. In 
the modem style, that ia faring ftr 
one rtnmd. 

Q.4 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 


The bidding has proceeded; 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* Pass 1* Pass 
8* Pam 7 
What do yon bid now 7 

A - Partner is unlikely u> have 
four hearts on this sequence, so for- 
get about a heart game. Therefore, 
to bid three hearts could only com- 
plicate the auction unnecessarily. 
You want to play this hand in a 
black suit, so announce you have 
six spades by rebidding the suit 
Bid three spades. 

Q. 5 - Both vulnerable, as South 
yon hold: 

*A 9A82 0AJ83 AAQ107S 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

10 Pam 2* Pass 

S* Pass 40 Pam 

SO Pis ? 

J What do you hid now? 

iA - Partner should have at leastK 
Q fifth of diamonds and K third of 
dubs, perhaps the jack as wdL You 
can count 10 tricks in the minor 
suits, the two i 
spade ruffi 
diamonds. 

Q.6 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South yon hold: 

*Q785 OK 7 0A8 AKQ0S4 

gODTB* n ^CT’ PI WIOT EAST 

l« Pass 1* Pass 

3* Pam 30 Pan 

T 

What do you lad now? 

A - You dont know yet whether 
partner is aiming lor game or mak- 
ing the first move in a probe for 
slam In either case, you hare an 
absolute maximum fbr the auction 
and should be bappy to cooperate. 

ace of diamcmc^. Cue-bid four dia- 
monds. 




Furnished apartment , 2 bed 
rooms , Ground flour , with 


telephone , monthly , quarterly 
or one year contract , Location 
Wasfi El Tal / opposite jabri . J 




Tel: 606689 or 604259 s 


Los Angeles Lakers guard Eddie Jones (6) and forward Robert Horry (R) stop 
Denver Nuggets guard Byrant Stith from penetrating the lane in the first quarter in 
Denver, The Lakers won 132-117 (Renters photo) 


and led the team in scoring for 
the 1 1th straight game. The 
Kings snapped a three-game 
losing streak. 

Malik Sealy scored 20 
points and Loy Vaught 
chipped in 17 and eight 
rebounds for the Dippers, 
who had their winning streak 
snapped at a season-high five 
games. 

In New York, Allan Houston 
scored 28 points and Charles 
Oakley added 21 — all in the 
second half — as the Knicks 
defeated the Philade lphia 
76ers 107 : 92. ... 

'Painck Ewing addeti 17 
points as New York defeated 
Philadelphia for the 26th time 
in its last 33 meetings. 

Jerry Stackhouse led 
Philadelphia with 20 points 
but roolde point guard Alien 
Iverson, who torched the 
Knicks for 83 points in the first 
three meetings this season, 
was held to 13 on 4-for-19 
shooting. 


Venables 
summons 
exiled 
Aussies 
into World 
Cup camp 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Terry 
Venables has called up 14 
British-based Australians 
to form the nucleus of a 30- 
man football squad for a 
three-day training camp In 
London later this month. 

The new man in charge of 
Australia’s push for a place 
in next year’s World Cup 
finals in France will run the 
camp from February 24. 

Apart from the British- 
based socceroos, Venables 
has summoned 13 players 
with European clubs and 
three in Asia. 

Assistant national coach 
Raul Blanco said here 
Friday that almost all of the 
players had indicated they 
were willing to attend the 
camp. 

”It will help in working 
out the squads for the com- 
ing two internationals 
against Macedonia and 
Hungary,” said Blanco. 

Venables’ plans will 
revolve around Australia’s 
influential stars, Paul Okon 
(Lazio, Italy). Ned ZeJic 
(AiLxerre, France). 

Aurelio Vi dinar 

(Tenerife. Spain), Mark 
Bosnich (Aston Villa, 
England) and Craig Moore 
(Rangers, Scotland). 

Graham Arnold and Tony 
Popovic (Japan) and 
Mehmet Durakovic 
(Malaysia) comprise the 
Asian contingent while fur- 
ther English-based players 
are Robbie Slater 
(Southampton). Stan 
Lazaridis (West Ham). 

Steve Corica 

(Wolverhampton) and Carl 
Afeart (Crystal Palace). 

The squad also includes a 
number of younger players 
from the Olympic Games 
and national youth teams in ‘ 
Harry Kewell, Kevin 
Muscat, Sean Murphy, 
Lucas Neill, Danny Tiarto 
and Mark Viduka. 

Australia beat Norway I - 
0, South Korea 2-1 and 
New Zealand 1-0 in a home 
tournament last month 
under Venables and the 
results helped boost 
Australia to 33 in the latest 
FIFA world ratings. 


Jordan limes, Saturday, February 15, 1997 

Novak ousts Krajicek 
in Dubai Open 


11 


DUBAI (AFP) — Jin Novak [hew up a 
roadblock in the post-surgery progress of 
third seed Richard Krajicek, dumping out 
the Dutchman 6-2, 6-2 Friday to move into 
the semifinals of the million dollar Dubai 
Tennis Open World No. 67 Novak from the 
Czech Republic pounced on every error 
from the Wimbledon champion, playing in 
his first event since December arthoscopic 
knee surgery. 

Novak, a doubles finalist at the aviation 
club a year ago. showed resiliance on the 
hardcoun just days after helping the Czech 
Republic into the Davis Cup quarter- finals 
over India. 

“It has been a difficult week for me,” said 
the winner. "I came from India on the clay 
to the hard court here. 


“1 had Carlos Moya in the first round and 
he was the Australian Open finalist. That 
win and this one were both good results for 
me. 

"Krajicek (World No. 6) is ranked far 
higher than me. but I was better today. I’m 
very happy.” 

Krajicek, error-plaged throughout the 55- 
minuie defeat, finally fell as Novak fired a 
backhand winner down the line after a 
length)' rally which included several breath- 
taking let-cord bounces. 

The Czech spoiler will now await his 
Saturday opponent from Friday's showcase 
match between seventh seed Boris Becker 
and holder Goran Ivanisevic, the tourna- 
ment No. 1 . 



Ajax Amsterdam striker Patrick Kluivert (L) speaks 
with his coach Louis van Gaol during a training ses- 
sion in Amsterdam. Italian soccer giants AC Milan 
announced on Thursday they have signed a four-year 
contract with Kluivert. Van Gaal will also be leaving 
the club at the end of this season (Reuters photo) 


UEFA sets date for 
German, English bids 


BARSINGHAUSEN. 
Germany (AFP) — UEFA 
Secretary General Gerhard 
Aigner said Thursday that 
the German and English 
Football Federations would 
present their rival bids to 
host the 2006 World Cup in 
Geneva on April 1 7. 

L^EFA, who will have a 
meeting on the same day to 
choose which one gets their 
official backing, are keen 
for there to be only one 
European candidate to host 
the World Cup as they feel a 
double European candida- 
ture would split their vote 
and let in a strong candidate 
from Africa or South 
America. 


The row between the two 
football authorities has also 
brought the two political 
heads of stare into the bat- 
tleground. 

German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl said he would 
campaign hard for a 
German win while English 
Prime Minister John Major, 
who is due to fight a gener- 
al election in the next three 
months, enlisted the help of 
some of England's most 
famous footballers on 
Wednesday to kickstarr 
their campaign. 

FIFA will make the final 
decision on who hosts the 
event in 2000. 


Weather 
forces 
delay 
in World 
Skiins 

events 


SESTRIERE (AFP) — 
Three gold medals will 
be up fur grabs here on 
Saturday, after bad 
weather forced organis- 
ers to again postpone 
tile women’s combined 
downhill on Friday. 

The race, originally 
scheduled on Thursday 
but hit by high winds, 
will now be held at 
13.00 p.m. 11200 GMT) 
on Saturday, with the 
women’s downhill 
being brought forward 
to 10.30 a.m. (0930 
GMT). 

The men's slalom will 
be held on Saturday 
evening under flood- 
lights. as planned. 

Friday's programme, 
which also included a 
women's downhill 
training session, was 
wiped out by fog. winds 
and fresh snowfalls. 

The only event which 
organisers have been 
able to hold since the 
poor weather arrived 
was the combined 
slalom on Thursday 
night, dominated by 
Italian Morenu GaJiizio. 


Super Furnished Villa For Bent 

4 bedrooms, 2 masters, 2 sofa salons, large 
kitchen, guest room, panoramic windows, 2 
terraces, “4 cars garage" , fully insulated, double 
glassed, tel. & central heating. 

Come & see us — Tel.; (677026) 


FOR SALE 

Toyota Hilux ’94 4WD double cabin" 
A/C, P. Steering, diesel, excellent 
condition, 88,000km. 

Tel: 699-385, JD14,500 


COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY 


In ^e^ b^BiH^neers Should be edf-motivated, 
te™>|4ayra for the following positions : 

-yT- Engineer with a university degree irT^ 

' Telecommunications, Computer Science, Electrical or 
Electronic Engineering . 

* 2 - 5 years experience at a supervisory level . 

* Fluent in english . 

* Proactive, problem solver and customer service oriented . 

2- Engineer with a university degree in 
Telecommunications, Computer Science. Electrical or 
Electronic Engineering . 

* Network knowledge in a operational environment . 

**■ 2 years experience . 

— Fluent in English . 

£ Customer Service oriented and a good communication skijjx 


DUBAI ELECTRICITY S WATER AUTHORITY 



^™mTitiera.tloii package with. 

advancement. - 
positions, ages —7 

.... . ■ , 


CV, including minimum wage 
required, to be sent to : 
General Manager P.O.Box 3050 
Amman 11181 - JORDAN 




P.O. Box 564, DUBAI (UAE) 


Requires PLANNING STUDIES ENGINEER 

(RFF NO PSS/55/97) 


A planning studies engineer is required to join the system 
planning branch (Planning and Development Dept) of the 
Authority. 

Applicants should be properly qualified (Electrical Engineers 
- Power) and have minimum 5-year continuous relevant 
experience (in network expansion planning, feasibility 
studies, network modeling for computer simulation, load 


flow, short circuit & transient analysis, insulation 
coordination etc.) Good reporting & communication skills, 
advanced computer experience and fluent English (both 
written and spoken) are essential. 

Candidates should furnish their current salalry being drawn* 
and their expectations with DEWA 


Applications (with copies of education and experience certificates) should reach the Administration & Personnel Department of 
Dubai Sectricfty & Water Authority, P.O. Box 564, Dubai Fax 3481 1 1 should be forwarded/faxed within ten days of this 
advertisement. A recent passport size photograph and a photocopy of the passport should be attached. Telephone contact, fax 
no and cable address, if any should be furnished. 
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12 News 

Moscow denies 
sending missile 
data to Iranians 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Russian intelligence and arms 
export officials on Thursday denied that they provided mis- 
sile technology to [ran — an alleged deal that reportedly 
prompted a warning from Washington. 

Their comments came in response to a Los Angeles Tunes 
report that, citing unidentified U.S. officials, said intelli- 
gence reports indicate Russia recently transferred technolo- 
gy to Inin for the Russian SS-4 missile. 

Such aid could speed Iran in developing nuclear capabili- 
ty. according to the newspaper report Wednesday. 

"No contracts on selling such know-how to Iran have been 
signed at a state level," Tatyana Samolis, a spokeswoman for 
Russia's foreign intelligence service, told the Interfax news 
agency Thursday. 

An unidentified spokesman for Rosvooruzheniye. the gov- 
ernment's main arms exporter, also said he had no informa- 
tion about such a deal. 

The newspaper report quoted U.S. officials as saying the 
missile know-how might have been senr to Tehran by a 
Russian defence enterprise experiencing serious financial 
problems. 

Interfax quoted a Russian analyst as saying the deal could 
have been transacted illegally without government authori- 
sation. 

"Some Russian defence-complex experts, living on paltry 
salaries, might have made such a deal without the state agen- 
cies' permission." said Konstantin Makiyenko of the Centre 
for Russian Political Studies. 

The newspaper report quoted U.S. sources as saying the 
transfer included detailed instructions on how to construct 
the weapon's delivery system. Israeli officials said it also 
involved some pans for an SS-4 missile. 

The SS-t- has a range of 2,000 kilometres — almost three 
times greater than that of any missile now in Iran's arsenal 
— making it a potential threat to U.S. troops in Saudi Arabia, 
several Gulf allies and Israel. The missile carries a standard 
warhead but the Soviet Union once loaded it with a 1 -mega- 
tonne nuclear warhead. 

The alleged technology transfer prompted Washington to 
issue a “diplomatic warning" to Russia, delivered last week 
by Vice President A1 Gore to visiting Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, the Times said. 

Administration officials said Mr. Chernomyrdin denied 
that his country had authorised transfer of the missile, noting 
that it would violate a 1 994 pledge by President Boris Yeltsin 
not to seli more amis to Iran. 

Britain to sponsor fair 

Britain is to sponsor a stand at an energy fair in Tehran to 
promote British firms seeking to invest in the country's oil 
and gas industry, despite U.S. legislation that would impose 
sanctions on foreign companies investing in Iran. The 
Department of Trade and Industry' (DTT) said Thursday it 
would have an information stand at the fair in April which 
would promote small companies seeking to set up in Iran. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton signed a new law in August, 
allowing Washington to punish non-U.S companies that 
invest over $40 million in the energy sectors in Iran and 
Libya, two countries which Washington regards as key 
sponsors of international terrorism. 

The law not yet been enforced. 

But a Foreign Office spokeswoman said Thursday that 
London did not find it acceptable that die U.S. legislation 
was "extra-territorial". 

"If the Americans wish to say that to their own companies, 
then clearly that is a matter for the U.S. government.” she 
said, adding that "the dement of extra-territoriality... is not 
acceptable under international law." 

The spokeswoman added that she saw “no conflict" 
between the DTI’s announcement and Britain’s stance 
towards Iran on the Salman Rushdie affair clear (see page 
2 ). 


Clinton links Saudi F-16 
deal with Israel's security 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton 
lias pledged to take Israel’s 
security concerns into 
account when he decides 
whether to sell F-16 fighter 
planes to Saudi Arabia." 

Mr. Clinton, speaking at a 
joint news conference with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, said 
Saudi Arabia had not for- 
mally requested to buy the 
F- 16s but indicated that such 
a request would be seriously 
considered. 

"Any decision I make 
about that has to be made in 
a way dial is consistent with 
our first commitment, which 
is to do nothing that will 
undermine rhe qualitative 
edge of Israeli security 
forces in the Middle East.” 
Mr. Clinton said. 

Mr. Netanyahu told 
reporters en route to 
Washington Wednesday that 
the potential sale of 100 F- 
16s to Saudi Arabia would 
upset rhe military' balance in 
the region. 

Mr. Clinton noted that the 
United Stales have “a long 
and very' important defence 
partnership" with Saudi 
Arabia. Washington's main 
ally in the Gulf, and stressed 
that this cooperation had 
enhanced Israel’s security. 

Welcomed at the Pentagon 
with full military honours. 
Mr. Netanyahu was asked by 
reporters whether he would 
oppose the sale of F-I6s 
fighters to Saudi Arabia. 

“Were concerned." he 
said. “And that is is one of 
the things we're going to 
speak to with the secretary’ 
and we'll speak to that as 
friends." 

U.S. Defence Secretary 


William Cohen said there 
had been no formal request 
by Saudi Arabia to purchase 
F-16s. and Saudi Arabia’s 
defence minister has denied 
reports he will be discussing 
F-16 purchases during a 
visit to Washington later this 
month. 

But Prince Sultan was 
quoted in Saudi newspapers 
as saying the air force had 
decided on the F-16 as a 
good replacement for its F- 
5s. 

The U.S. press reported 
that Saudi Arabia had decid- 
ed to buy about 100 of the 
advanced, highly manoeu- 
vrable fighters in a deal that 
has been variously estimated 
to be worth from $4 billion 
to S30 billion. 

Iraq urged its Gulf Arab 
neighbours on Thursday not 
to "fall into the American 
trap” by embarking on a 
costly armaments drive in 
the region. 

"The Americans, with the 
leaders of KuwaiL have 
stirred a fuss by making up 
claims of an Iraqi threat so 
they can' win arms contracts 
worth dozens of millions of 
dollars." an official 
spokesman said 

The spokesman, quoted by 
the Iraqi News Agency, 
called for Gulf leaders “not 
to fall into the American 
trap” and said the latest 
LIS. -Kuwaiti military exer- 
cises in the Gulf were "just a 
prelude to sealing arms con- 
tracts." 

U.S. ground troops have 
begun deploying in Kuwait 
to take part in routine train- 
ing exercises with the 
Kuwaiti military, the U.S. 
embassy in the emirate said 
Tuesday. 
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Hundreds of Palestinians bow in prayer Friday on land they claim as theirs to protest against its confiscation for 
stone quarries to be developed by Israeli investors. The rural land in die northern West Bank was not included in 
the territory handed over by Israel to Palestinian self-rule under the interim peace deals (Reuters photo) 


Israelis, Palestinians protest land seizure 


TULKAREM (AFP) — Several hundred Palestinians and 
Israeli peace activists joined forces Friday to protest over 
Israel's confiscation of a large tract of land near this 
Palestinian town. "We are demonstrating against this land 
theft," said Mossi Raza, head of the Israeli anti -settlement 
movement Peace Now. 

The joint Israeli-Palestinian demonstration came after a 
week of protests and clashes between local residents and 
Israeli army troops protecting surveyors who came to 
measure out the land. 


The army, claiming the area in question was not pri- 
vately held by Palestinians, sold the land to Israeli 
investors who plan to establish a quarry. 

Residents from the nearby village of A1 Ras say the land 
covers some 800 hectares and was illegally seized from 
them by the occupation authorities. 

Israel's supreme court in 1995 ruled against their claim 
and declared that the area was “state land" that could be 
sold by the government. 


Doha urges 


Bahrain to 


respond to 
GCC plan 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar on 
Friday invited Bahrain to give 
its response to a draft accord 
for defusing tensions over a 
territorial dispute between the 
two Gulf neighbours. 

Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCO Secretary ' General 
Jamil A1 Hujailan briefed 
Bahrain at the end of January 
on the proposals from a GCC 
committee for a reconcilia- 
tion accord. 

The GCC committee — 
made up of Kuwait, Oman, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates — “is wait- 
ing for our brothers in 
Bahrain to give their 
response.” said Qatari 
Foreign Minister Hamad Ben 
Jassem A1 Thani. 

Sheikh Hamad quoted by 
QNA news agency, said drat 
‘•Qatar has already honoured 
its commitments towards the 
committee," although Mr. 
Hujailan did not visit Doha 
on his mission. 

Doha considers that the 
GCC has already taken 
Qatar's point of view on 
board and that the ball is now 
in Bahrain's court, a Qatari 
official said during Mr. 
Hujailan ’s mission. 

Sheikh Hamad also said he 
met Tuesday in London with 
Bahrain’s crown prince. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Isa A1 
Khalifa 

The talks were held 4 ig a 
cordial atmosphere, and 1 
hope this will reflea on the 
future of brotherly relations 
between the two countries," 
said the Qatari foreign minis- 
ter. 

He called for Bahrain to 
lake part in a ministerial 
meeting between the GCC 
and European Union (EU) in 
Doha on Monday. 

“I hope to see Bahrain 
accept the invitation of Qatar 
and take part in the meeting,” 
he said. 

“Bahraini boycotts of GCC 
meetings do not serve any- 
one’s interests and produce 
no results." 

Bahrain angered its GCC 
partners with its unprecedent- 
ed boycott of a summit of the 
organisation held in Doha in 
December. 

In Manama, a Bahraini 
official told AFP that no deri- 
sion has yet been taken on (he 
EU-GCC meeting but added 
that “the cordial meetings 
between Bahraini and Qatari 
leaders could increase die 
chances of Bahrain’s partici- 
pation.” 

The GCC committee has 
submitred a draft reconcilia- 
tion accord but it does not 
concern the Qatari-Babraini 
territorial conflict, which has 
been brought before tire 
International Court of Justice 
at the Hague . 


Uganda says Sudan 
bombed border town 


KAMPALA (Agencies) — 
Sudanese war planes have 
bombed a northern 
Ugandan town, killing one 
woman, the Ugandan gov- 
ernment said here Friday, in 
the most serious yet accusa- 
tion made by Kampala 
against the Khartoum 
regime. 

Ugandan Foreign Minister 
Eriya Kaiegaya said the 
three planes had bombed 
the northern Ugandan town 
of Moyo on Thursday. 

Mr. Kaiegaya could give 
no further details of the 
attack. 

Mr. Kategaya said the inci- 
dent would inevitably put 
further strain on relations 
between Kampala and 
Khartoum, but stressed that 
the attack would not trigger 
all-out military confronta- 
tion between the feuding 
countries. 

"We need to defend our 
territory, not to attack 
Sudan," Mr. Kategaya said. 

The state-run New Vision 
newspaper reported Friday 
that the three planes, one 
Antonov and two Russian 
MiG jet fighters, dropped 
eight 250-kilogninune 
bombs between an army 
barracks and Moyo. 

Five of the bombs explod- 
ed and the three that did not 
was to be defused by 
Ugandan military field engi- 
neers later Friday, the news- 
paper added. 

The report was the second 
this month in which the 
Ugandan government or its 
media has accused Sudan of 


aggression. 

On Feb. 3, authorities here 
claimed thar a Sudanese 
plane flew over Arua town, 
also in the north, but Sudan 
denied the claim. 

Both Arua and Moyo are 
situated near the Ugandan- 

Sudanese border. 

Relations between the two 
countries have been strained 
in recent years with 
Kampala accusing 

Khartoum's Islamic regime 
of supporting the Lord's 
Resistance Army (LRA), a 
fundamentalist Christian 
rebel group, fighting in 
northern Uganda to over- 
throw the government of 
President Yoweri Museveni. 

Sudan denied the charge, 
and said Uganda was back- 
ing the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA), a 
mainly Christian and ani- 
mist rebel movement fight- 
ing to free southern Sudan 
from domination by the 
Arabised, Muslim north. 

The- two countries broke 
off diplomatic relations in 
1995 over mutual suspi- 
cions about rebel support in 
each other's territory. 

Late last month the two 
East African countries 
appeared on the verge of 
war as both accused each 
other of meddling in their 


internal affairs. 

The Sudanese govern- 
ment, battling a rebellion in 
the east of the country, 
issued fresh allegations that 
Uganda and Ethiopia were 
backing rebel forces which 
had seized a swathe of terri- 
tory in eastern Sudan. 

Uganda has repeatedly 
denied the charges Mr. 
Museveni hit back saying 
the two neighbours were on 
the brink of war and that 
there could only be a ,r battle- 
field" solution to the crisis 
as "we have run out of solu- 
tions." 

But his aides later insisted 
that he did not mean that 
Uganda would declare war 
on Sudan. 

In Paris earlier this week, 
Mr. Museveni stressed he 
was committed to the exist- 
ing borders in Central 
Africa. 

Uganda has also been 
accused of involvement with 
a rebellion in another of its 
neighbours, Zaire. Kinshasa 
said earlier this week that a 
Ugandan military cargo 
plane had crashed in high- 
lands in northeast Zaire 
with regular soldiers and 
military equipment 

Kampala has denied the 
charges. 

Former Sudanese Prime 
Minister Sadeq A1 Mahdi 
says his alliance with former 
Foe John Garang against the 
Khartoum government is a 
last ditch attempt to rescue 
Sudan from bitter internal 
conflict 

"The agreement with Dr. 
Garang was the last attempt 
to rescue Sudan, which has 
been ruined by the present 
regime," said Mr. Mahdi, 
banging his fisr on the table, 
in front of a 1,000-strong 
mostly Sudanese audience. 

"The agreement with him 
was a necessity in Sudan's 
politics. You are asking how 
we guarantee that he will 
respect his commitments 
and I say that we are dealing 
on the basis of confidence 
because there is no insur- 
ance policy in politics," said 
Mr. Mahdi 

"We had to reach an agree- 
ment with him for the sake 
of Sudan," he added. 

In questions written on 
small pieces of paper, some 
of the audience wanted 
assurances about the over- 
throw of the government of 
President Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir, who ousted Mr. 
Mahdi in a coup in 1989. 

But other questions earned 
sharp criticism of Mr. 
Mahdi, blaming him for the 
1989 coup. 

"How could Sadeq A1 
Mahdi enter in an agreement 
about the future of Sudan 
with someone (Garang) 
whom be fought while in 
power." one asked. 


Pretoria hits 


criticism of 


Syria deal 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
South Africa on Friday 
rejected criticism of a deal 
to sell arms to Syria because 
it was opposed by Israel, 
saying no objections were 
raised when Tel Aviv 
bought weapons abroad. 

“We are a country produc- 
ing arms and like all other 
countries producing arms, 
we are looking for mar- 
kets,” Defence Minister Joe 
Modise told a press confer- 
ence here in which he 
defended the planned sale 
of sophisticated equipment 
for Syrian T-72 tanks. 

The United States and 
Israel have both criticised 
the deal, and Tel Aviv has 
warned South Africa that 
the sale could jeopardise the 
Middle East peace process 
by upsetting the balance of 
regional forces. 

“We treat all countries 
equally” in the matter of 
arms sales, Mr. Modise 
said. 

When arms are sold to 
Israel, the question of 
whether Lebanon or Syria 
oppose the move “is never 
asked." he said. 

“Israel is buying from the 
world and no thought is 
given to the suffering of the 
Palestinians and their neigh- 
bours," Mr. Modise said. 

He added that: “We are 
selling to Israel, they are 
selling to us ... It is a matter 
between Israel and South 
Africa and to publicise 
such matters is not good 
business.” 

Mr. Modise added that 
South Africa had made no 
final derision on the arms 
sale. 


Israeli 


experts 

continue 


crash 


probe 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The Israeli commission set 
up to investigate the heli- 
copter crash that killed 73 
soldiers said on Friday it 
has yet to discover the 
cause of the accident the 
worst in the country’s mil- 
itary history. 

In a preliminary report to 
the defence ministry, the 
investigative body said it 
could rule out certain fac- 
tors as the cause of the col- 
lision of two helicopters 
transporting troops to a 
combat zone in South 
Lebanon 10 days ago. 

Investigators said that 
weather conditions, the 
health of the pilots and co- 
pilots and technical failure 
were not to blame, the 
report said. 

The final version of the 
report must be presented to 
the government within 35 
days. 

Air force commander 
General Eiran Ben Eliyahu 
told a press conference 
that there were certain 
problems in the operation 
of helicopter flights, but 
there was no proof they 
were linked to die Feb. 4 


disaster. 

He declined to give 
details. but Yediot 
Aharonot newspaper on 
Friday reported problems 
relating to pilot briefings, 
radar surveillance and reg- 
ulation of flights to South 
Lebanon. 

Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu, cur- 
rently in the United States, 
told Israeli radio that the 
report appeared “rational" 
and he hoped “it would 
enable such accidents to be 
avoided in future." 

The commission has rec- 
ommended certain changes 
to the operation of flights 
to South Lebanon, where 
Israel has set up a self- 
declared “security zone” to 
protect its northern territo- 
ry from attack. 

These measures include 
increasing distances 
between helicopters, new 
instructions on lighting for 
night flights and better con- 
trol of weapons and 
ammunition on board. 

Since the accident, the 
Israeli army has already 
boosted certain security 
measures. 

Attempts to determine 
the cause of the collision 
have been hampered by 
the fact there were no sur- 
vivors and the absence of 
so-called black box flight 
recorders. Much informa- 
tion used in the investiga- 
tion has come from wit- 
nesses on the ground at the 
time. 

The soldiers were travel- 
ling in two Yassour 2000 
helicopters, the Israeli ver- 
sion of thfe CH-53 U.S. 
Sikorsky aircrafts, when 
they collided at night in 
the village of Shaar Yshuv 
near the Lebanese border. 

Despite initial reports 
that fog or rain may have 
been to blame for the col- 
lision, military sources say 
human error was a more 
likely cause. 


Golan Druze hold annual 


protest against occupation 


MAJDAL SHAMS (AFP) 
— Drnze residents of the 
Golan Heights held a gen- 
eral strike and protest 
marches Friday in an annu- 
al demonstration against 
Israel’s occupation of the 
plateau. 

Shops and schools were 
dosed as several hundred 
Druze held an anti-Israel 
march through Majdal 
Shams, the main town in 
the Golan. 

The protesters were 
headed to the “Valley of 
Tears” along the ceasefire 
line between Israeli-held 
and Syrian territory where 
Druze from the Golan 
Heights and their friends 
and relatives in Syria 
exchange messages via 
loudspeaker over mine- 
fields and rows of barbed 
wire. 


The demonstration has 
been held annually for the 
past 15 years. 

On Thursday. Syrian 
flags appeared on schools 
and Druze homes in Golan 
towns, and Israeli police 
were out in force for the 
anniversaiy. 

JJre vast majority of the 

15.000 Druze living on the 

Golan Heights have 

refused to accept preferred 
Israeli identity cards and 
remain loyal to Syria 

Another 80.000 Druze 
hve as fsraeli citizens in 
northern Israel. Some 

13.000 Israelis have settled 
on the Golan Heights since 
1907. 

JlTl bou- 
nced fresh incentives for 

Jewish business ventures 
on the Golan Heights. 



Three-eyed man 

found in China 
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HONG KONG (AFP) — 
China has discovered its . 
first case of a three-eyed 
man in the southeastern 
province of Fujian, it - 
was reponed Friday. The 
23-year-old man. identi- 
fied only as Deng, was 
found by a hospital in 
Putian to have three eyes, 
the Hong Kong branch of 
China news service said 
in a report. Two of the 
eyes were sightless, 
while two thirds of the 
third eye was covered by 
skin. The agency said the 
case was the first in 
China and only the third 
in the world. 


Singapore charges 3 
in cash-card fraud 


SINGAPORE (AP) — 
Three men have been 
charged with stealing at 
leasf 500,000 Singapore 
dollars (U.S.S350,000) 
from a cinema chain in 
Singapore’s first fraud 
case involved comput- 
erised cash cards. 
Singapore broadcasting 
reported Thursday. The 

* V m nrt intTf*- 


’smart cards" intro- 
duced last year by a 
group of Singapore 
banks include a comput- 
er chip that is loaded 
with value by a bank, 
then deducted by mer- 
chants. A manager at the 
Golden Village cinema is 
accused of misusing the , ; 
theatre computer to add 
value to cards, the report 
said. It said a second ^ 
man used the cards to J§ 
buy tickets, which the 77 
third man sold. If con- “ 
victed of fraud, the sus- 
pects could face a maxi- 
mum of 1 0 years in 
prison and tines of 
50.000 Singapore dollars 
(U.S. 535,000), the 

report said. The police 
department’s newly 
formed computer crime 
branch also seized 150 
falsified cards, the report 
said. 


Valentines 
to wine and dine 
in seventh heaven 


TOURS (AFP) — A 
French man was to wine 
and dine his valentine 
hundreds of metres 
above the Loire Valley 
overflying its magnifi-.^ 
cent chateaux after win- £ . 
ning a seventh-heaven 
radio competition, the T 
station, named Cherie 
FM. said Friday. Jerome 
Plumey, a 22-year-old 
student from Tours, and 
his sweetheart, Aude- 
Marie Davoste. 23, will 
be given the airborne" 
treat with a Touraine 
gastronomic lunch. The 
seventh-heaven lunch 
was to go ahead on 
Friday. Saint Valentines 
Day, but has been post- " 
poned until Saturday 
because of poor weather, 
the radio station said 
The two lovers will over- 
fly the region's most 
famous chateaux, 

notably Amboise, 
Chaumont, Blois, 

Chambord and 

Chenonceau in between 
sips of champagne, kiss- ^ 
es and pate de foie gras. ^ 


Lesbians sue 
porno magazine 


GRENOBLE. France 
(AFP) — A lesbian club 
has sued a pornographic 
magazine because it was 
given unsolicited public- 
ity sandwiched between 
photos of naked women, 
lhe Grenoble magazine 
Deft Club gave details of 
the club, "Women’s 
Wa y*< and its pro- . 
« e of mountain 
wa J klI ]g- evenings out 
and . dl scussion u roups, 
fusing ft to be bornbard- 
ed with obscene tele- 

Elw n< L ealls ' a court was 

old here. Lawyers for 
Wonum, Ways” said' 
me group W as 
nn S Kr Cta - ble thal the 

K Catl °H m Defl C!ub 
il irU0 disre - 

52*- The COu n reserved 
judgement until Feh. 27. 
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